
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING  of 25 September 2019

Present:  Frances Havenga (Acting Chair), Roy Christie, Elaine Findlay, Graham Galloway, Heather Kelly 
(Treasurer),  Irena Krasinska Lobban, Brenda McIntosh, Audrey Middleton, Jeanette Reioch (Secretary)
In attendance:  Jean Henderson (Minute Secretary), Cllr Julie Bell, Cllr Angus McMillan Douglas, Cllr 
Ronnie Proctor (part time), PC Barrie Taylor (part time), Martin Fagan of Community Heartbeat (part time), 
Claire McIntosh – First Responder (part time)

ACTION
1. Apologies: Officer Judi Young (SFRS) Jenni Brown

2. Approval of 28 August 2019 Minutes: Correction:  Page 4, S1 Participatory Budgeting:
“ The Locality Implementation Partnership considers Community Councils as a good 
vehicle to take this forward” deleting Gordon Grewar's name. Otherwise a true and 
correct record. Proposed by Graham and seconded by Jeanette.

3. Police Report: PC Barrie Taylor reviewed this month's Police Report. Police Report 
attached.

4. Scottish Fire & Rescue Services Report:

24 August to 20 September 2019:
Home Fire Safety visits undertaken:
2 x High risk visits
1 x Medium risk visit
Zero Low risk visits

Community Safety Activities:
Angus Alive Library Bus, Rural Stops, Promote HFSV
Angus Cubs – Jock Neish Centre – Visitation with Fire engine
Operational Intelligence visit

Incident Activity:
8 x FAA (false alarm activating)
3 x RTC (Road Traffic Collision)
2 x Fire
1 x Special Service

The Chair welcomed Mr. Martin Fagan, National Secretary of The Community Heartbeat 
Trust to give a Presentation on defibrillators.

 Mr. Fagan has been involved in the Westmuir defibrillator installation and the soon to be 
installed (26 September) defibrillator into Kirrie Connections.
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 5,500 defibrillators have been put in place, nationwide, including into many city centres.
 Community Heartbeat is not interested in selling the defibrillators. Their aim is to assist 

communities. 
 Mr. Fagan demonstrated two types of defibrillator. 
 The instructions are simple to follow which is important when used in a stressful 

situation.
 Community Heartbeat decide the most suitable cabinet.
 There are 1800 Responders and training is available.
 New legislation is being introduced in May 2020. This legislation stipulates that users 

must keep adequate records. Professional bodies currently keep records but this 
legislation now encompasses communities. Community Heartbeat can help with this.

 Community Heartbeat are partners with several major organisations, e.g. Rotary, English 
Rugby, British Telecom, Cricket, Tennis, etc. etc. 

 Community Heartbeat is donating a defibrillator to Kirrie Connections on 26 September.
 Community Heartbeat do not favour the “door opening cabinets.” Doors can be left open 

or not properly closed.  A cabinet with a rotating front panel is preferred, which has been 
approved by the Police Services.

 The latest version of defibrillator has auto sensors equipment applied and this will be the 
basis for future defibrillators.

 Mr. Fagan addressed the concern about theft. Community Heartbeat offer an insurance 
which covers damage, theft, etc. etc. A stolen unit will be supplied until the replacement 
defibrillator arrives. It appears “theft” is minimal and units usually just go “missing,” 
turning up at hospitals after the issue.

 Community Heartbeat provide training services. Head Office is in Nottingham. There is 
no Community Heartbeat in Scotland, however, there are currently numerous projects 
taking place all over Scotland.

 Mr. Fagan circulated two types of defibrillators to the meeting for inspection, both 
extremely robust. The larger one, slightly more expensive, is of a higher specification and 
is the model used by the Scottish Ambulance Services.

 Pads can be bought on an annual basis.
 The smaller unit cost is £1795 including the cabinet, locked. £1500 unlocked. This is the 

model at Westmuir.
 Claire McIntosh (First Responder) thought the accessories provided, e.g. razor blades, 

scissors, gloves, etc. with the smaller unit were excellent.
 The larger unit is £1400 plus the cabinet. The electrics on the smaller unit have a two year

life span. On the larger unit a five year life span.
 Community Heartbeat provide the red paint for the cabinet.  Mr. Fagan suggested buying 

floor tiles and encouraging the schools to design something for the tiles as a project. 
Encouraging children to take “ownership” and understand the importance of the 
defibrillator.

 Claire McIntosh reported that local First Responders provide free training.
 Discussion ensued. Everyone favoured the larger unit at a cost of approx. £2000, 

including the cabinet.  Insurance would be £50 per unit (4 units) at a cost of £200 per 
annum. No VAT.

 There is a “Return to” section on the back of the unit and each unit has a registered serial 
number.

 Heather will liaise with Mr. Fagan on this project.
 Claire McIntosh – First Responder:  Claire has been a local First Responder for ten 

years. As a member of St. John's Ambulance Service, the First Responders had to raise 
funds. Claire is in possession of an amount of £700 which is surplus to requirements.
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 Claire has kindly offered this amount to KCC towards the purchase of their defibrillator 
on the understanding that St. John's Ambulance Services Scotland receives some 
recognition for this contribution, e.g. a plaque, press coverage, etc. 

 On behalf of Kirriemuir Community Council, Frances thanked Claire for the kind 
contribution and confirmed that recognition will be arranged.

 Heather was delighted to confirm that with this £700 contribution and what has already 
(painstakingly) been raised, funds are now available to purchase a large unit for Maryton. 
Well done!

 Claire offered any help KCC need with training.

Frances thanked Mr. Fagan for his Presentation and also Claire McIntosh for her contribution and
they both left the meeting.

5. Community Councillors' Reports:
Cllr Ronnie Proctor:

 Busy with civic duties, including the 400th session of the Alzheimer's Sing-along in 
Forfar.

 Climate Change meeting in 88 degrees cafe.
 Attended the opening of the new part of the Signal Tower Museum, Arbroath.
 Attended event in Montrose where Robert Burns stopped on his way to Arbroath, 

including the sculptor “Get the Shetlander.”
 Meeting with Malcolm Rooney (Kirrie Rotary), Karyn Dillon (Angus Council), to discuss

planting more trees at the edge of the small football pitch leading to the Hill. This is a 
Rotary initiative.

 Attended the Full Council Meeting – supporting the initiative for the Rock & Roll 
Museum in the old Bank of Scotland building. Cllr Proctor said he hoped Graham 
Galloway's project is successful. It will be good for Kirriemuir and he anticipates a lot of 
support from the community.

 Road Safety:  A member group has been set up to encourage more permanent “flashing 
signs.”  The Officer Group will investigate.

 Veterans and housing issues.

Cllr Julie Bell:
 Member of the Road Safety Group. The Paper that came to committee this week to 

expand the strategy – active approval.  The public are being encouraged on safer roads 
and take up more cycling. An ongoing group.

 Cllr Bell spent the day with Angus Flourishing Destinations, involving a walk around 
Kirriemuir. A workshop on regenerative tourism. A great day with the Belgians.

 Cllr Bell highlighted a project in Newtyle. Someone on Newtyle CC has done a play on 
bees. A great opportunity to talk about diversity in Angus.

 Attended the Tay Cities Deal photo-call at the V&A in Dundee.
 Attended the Museum for the Flood Risk strategy.
 Health & Social Care Partnership for Full Council. Audit Committee meeting A Green 

Paper with the option to transfer Seaton Grove to private ownership. Agreed not to go 
ahead with this option.

 Involved in the Great Angus Beach Clean-up – Coastal Festival.
 Attended a workshop in drug deaths.
 Cllr Bell has been invited to sit on a suicide awareness committee with Cllr Lois Speed.
 Regarding searching for the title deeds for the Den House, this is ongoing.
 A Tree Warden initiative is going to be set up, similar to Perth & Kinross.
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 Audrey reported that her daughter had highlighted a video at the local bus stop showing 
bees in the Netherlands. Cllr Bell is interested and will investigate.

Cllr Angus McMillan Douglas:
 Confirmed the three elected members all support the Road Safety Group.
 Tay Cities Deal. A meeting has been held to ensure all of the various projects will be 

ready for signing by 7/8 November.
 There is a lot of work taking place regarding the Flood Risk Consultation. The whole 

Dean Basin is being investigated.
 Involved in the Health & Social Care Board regarding the Seaton Grove decision. 

Important work continues.
 Various community transfer possibilities.  Phoenix Gymnastics want to take over the 

Forfar Tennis Courts. Strathmartine Rugby Ground could be transferred from common 
good.

 Attending the Financial Year for 2021 Budget meetings. There is no question of closing 
any local schools.

 Town Centre Fund very supportive. Attended Fairlie House on 23 September for an 
interesting meeting.  Important to determine what people want and the costs involved.

6. Matters Arising:
D1  Defibrillator:  Jeanette has obtained permission for the siting of the CCTV camera. Planning
permission cost is £101. Jeanette requires a cheque. Heather has organised the Press launch.  
Jeanette highlighted the cleaning of the telephone boxes. Jeanette has spent some time cleaning 
the box at Maryton and Heather the same at the Newton. Jeanette and Heather agreed to maintain 
the Maryton and Newton boxes and Elaine will maintain the Northmuir box.  Graham suggested 
a rota should be put in place for the cleaning - the boxes will be checked monthly. All agreed.

X  Angus Council Car Parking charges:  Cllr Bell confirmed October is the date set for the 
introduction of coin operated machines.

E1  Continuing Waste Lorries inappropriate parking update:  Community Councillors 
reported this inappropriate parking continues. Cllr Proctor will investigate.

Q1  Inappropriate parking/driver behaviour on Brechin Road:  Continues to be investigated.

R1  Acting Chair for October Meeting:  This is the AGM and will be initially Chaired by 
Gordon Grewar (Angus Council). The newly elected Chair of Kirriemuir Community Council 
will Chair the Business Meeting.

S1  Participatory Budgeting sub-group meeting:  Two meetings have taken place. Graham 
reported that a two-page Application Form will be compiled. The sub-group will assess 
applications and score them. They will then be put out to the public vote, via on-line and then a 
national event. Graham emphasised that this must “happen soon.” Hoping to get moving by 
November.  The Courier has picked up the story and will discuss with Angus Council. Angus 
Council is planning to launch this.  Graham reported that KCC is going to do a Facebook page. 
The minimum amount is £300 – maximum £1000. Graham reported good feed back.
Cllr McMillan Douglas congratulated the sub-group on their quick progress of this project.  Well 
done!

T1  Boots the Chemist delivery charges update:  Cllr Bell has taken this up with NHS Tayside 
and local doctor, Dr. Scott Jamieson. Health and Social Care Partnership is also involved.  There 
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is potential for some support from Voluntary Care Angus across the whole of Angus. Cllr Bell 
will continue working with Graham on this issue.

U1  Overgrown areas in town and Lily Bank seat:  Done

7. Treasurer's Report:  Current balance to report of £1392.39.

8. Correspondence:  All circulated throughout the month.

9. Planning:  Minor applications reported.

10. AOCB
10.1. Jeanette reported she has experienced a stressful past few weeks with Angus 

Council, Community Planning, with regard to an application, while acting as 
Secretary on behalf of Kirriemuir Community Council.

 An Angus Council employee and Community Planning had claimed that no Minutes had been 
received from KCC since April. Within 24 hours an email was received from Community 
Planning, copied to the Angus Council employee, advising that they had “found the Minutes.”  

During a telephone conversation with the Angus Council employee, Jeanette reported that they 
made the accusation that Jeanette  “was in breach of her job as Secretary of KCC, that 
Community Planning has not received the Minutes and that she was a liar.” The Angus Council 
employee later emailed Jeanette advising of the grant application and the scheme of 
establishment.

Jeanette is very upset at this inaccurate criticism and she has written to Margo Williamson, CEO 
of Angus Council, regarding the issue. Included in the letter are concerns that there has been no 
response when Minutes are sent to Community Planning and no response from Community 
Planning as to why no one had contacted Jeanette earlier regarding non-receipt of the Minutes.   

Jeanette has decided that, in future, when the Minutes are forwarded to Community Planning, she
will include a copy to Office Member and the KCC Minute Secretary, Jean Henderson, as a 
confirmation they have been sent.

On behalf of the Community Councillors, Frances urged the elected members present to seek a 
written apology from the Angus Council employee.   Cllr Bell and Cllr McMillan Douglas 
agreed.  Cllr McMillan Douglas is due to meet with Margo Williamson on 26 September and will
raise this issue at that meeting.
Jeanette reported that the Accounts have been audited.

10.2. Roy asked about disability badges – Blue Badge. Someone has had an accident 
and is temporarily disabled but unable to obtain a Blue Badge. Cllr Bell and Jeanette 
confirmed that Blue Badges are only issued to permanently disabled people.Graham 
pointed out that other sites are being investigated, as well as the empty RBS building, 
for the Music Museum.  Gordon submitted his apologies for the October AGM.

10.3. Heather highlighted Leo Davidson, the seriously ill young boy,  from Kirriemuir. 
His story was covered recently in The Courier.  Heather asked the elected members 
for their support in helping this family to be urgently rehoused to a larger house. 
There is a meeting scheduled for 4 October and the elected members agreed to take 
this forward. It was suggested that Heather contact Mrs. Davidson and ask her to 
make contact with the elected members.

JBe

AMD

JBe/AMD
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Date of next meeting:   Wednesday, 30 October 2019, for the AGM followed by the Business
Meeting.

Thanks to the Chair.

Thanks to Jeanette for proof reading of the Minutes

27.9.19
Page 10 revised on 31.10.19 – Sent to Jeanette for Angus Council and also to the Library.
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