
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

T  LUNANHEAD AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ST MARGARET’S HALL ON WEDNESDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 2019 

        Present       Mr Jeremy Gow  Chairman 

  Mr Fred Hudghton 

  Mrs Avril Martin 

  Mr Ken Stewart 

  Mr David Conran-Smith   Secretary 

In attendance Councillor Devine 

Also Present        Mrs Donna Robbins Member of the Local Community 

Apologies received from Councillor McLaren, and Ms Julie Philip and Mr Scott Mackintosh 

Item 1   Welcome of the Chairman 

The Chairman welcomed everyone most cordially to the meeting and was grateful to those, who had 

not been able to attend the meeting, for their apologies and best wishes for a successful meeting.   

He asked the Secretary to summarise the minutes of the last meeting. 

Item 2 Minutes of the Last Meeting 

There had been at the last meeting some discussion on the subject of the ongoing repairs to the gas 

main down the High Street and the effect on traffic flow through the East Port and the effect on 

various retailers along the length of the High Street. The arrangements for the Christmas Tree 

Lighting and the progress of our involvement in Participatory Budgeting had also been covered and 

these two items would be the principal elements of our meeting this evening.  The Secretary had 

given a short briefing on the progress of the work being carried out on behalf of the Foresterseat 

Caravan Park to develop a small fishing Lochan in the Lairds’ field and reconstitution of the Tammy’s 

Knowe hillock using the spoil from the lochan.  Progress on this development would also be covered 

in the meeting.  The plan to repair the footpath to Restenneth Priory had also been considered and 

Scott had agreed to see to its successfully being carried forward. 

The minutes were accepted as a full and accurate record of the meeting. 

Item 3 Input of the Councillors 

Lynn reflected on the repairs being carried out by the gas board to replace the main gas pipe along 

the length of the High Street and the repair work which it will be necessitated to the road surface 

and which the gas company would have to pay for.  The disruption and inconvenience to motorists 

caused by the works around the East Port, made so much worse by the use of that route through the 

town being taken by enormous lorries, was especially noticeable at the morning and evening rush 

hours. She also commented on the continuing hiatus of the institution of car park charging within 

the town and the discovery of the appalling mismanagement of its re-institution at the recent audit 

meeting which had caused much grief, particularly in regard to the enormous loss of revenue that 

that mismanagement had caused and the difficulty that will be experienced in settling the early 



spring Budget:  embarrassing for the Council and annoying to local people, especially the towns’ 

retailers. 

On a brighter note Lynn had been pleased to note the arrangements being made for the mural 

painting of various large blank wall ‘canvases’ around the town, at the instigation of the Forfar 

Community Council.  She also drew our attention to the entertainment planned for the Christmas 

Fayre at the Cross this coming Saturday afternoon which would be well worth a visit.  There would 

be music (Angus North DJ), various stalls with special deals and altogether a rewarding experience 

for those able to attend. 

Donna wanted to tell the meeting about the enormous digging operation that was underway in the 

Laird field.  This appeared to be rather more than the developing of a ‘small fishing lochan’ and 

rebuilding of the small Tammy’s Knowe hillock adjacent to it with its spoil;   this appeared to be a 

large mining operation, digging out the sand and gravel spoil from a very large area of the field 

beside the main road to Arbroath, with a procession of tractors and large trailers ferrying that spoil 

from the field to Laird Aggregates Lunanhead workings.   The hole appeared to be about 10 metres 

deep and the piles of sand and gravel and top soil awaiting removal and replacing were growing ever 

more prodigious.  There was concern amongst the local community as to just what was going on and 

it was even suggested that perhaps the local press should be being alerted to the issue. Councillor 

McLaren had also become concerned and taken up the matter with the Planning Department (Alan 

Hunter).  The Secretary had also communicated his concern to the Planning Department;  his 

concerns had initially been on two counts;  firstly that none of the riparian owners locally affected 

had been approached beforehand by those putting forward the plan and secondly that there could 

be an impact of water outflow into the Burnside Burn flowing through his field adjacent to the Lairds 

field.  Now he was also concerned by the vastness of the development itself adjacent to his field and 

the size of the heap of spoil taken from the ‘small fishing lochan’ – further more he could see no 

need for the rebuilding of a small hillock in the middle of the field.  Lynn noted our concern and 

would see what she could do. 

Item 4  The Lighting of the Tree Party 

It appeared that all was well in order for the Lighting of the Christmas Tree Party next Tuesday.  Rev 

Elaine Garman had been delighted to be asked to ‘set the tree ablaze’, Avril was happy with her 

plans to purchase the food and drink and prepare it for the occasion, Fred had the Father Christmas 

costume for his son to wear and greet the children with a small gift of sweeties, Jeremy was aware 

of his responsibilities in greeting the assembled community, David would be prepared with his pipes 

to take everyone to the tree for the lighting ceremony and so on.  Scott and David had put flyers 

through the majority of the community’s letter boxes and it was hoped that the turn out would be 

good. 

Item 5 Participatory Budgeting (PB) 

The Secretary updated the meeting on progress with our participation in PB.   After some discussion 

it was agreed that David would produce a sheetie that could be handed out to those adults 

attending the Tree Lighting Party asking them to nominate ideas for putting forward at the meeting 

in early January with the best ideas going forward in February for the voting session to decide which 

projects might receive funding from the £300 - £1,000 fund. Fred would place the announcement of 

the process on his Facebook account which had as many as 250 contacts.  It was to be hoped that 

these two processes would generate a number of good ideas. 

 



Item 6   The Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer reported that the Account stood at £1,503.17.  She was asked to send £100 cheques 

to the Treasurers of St John’s Church and Rescobie Church for helping with the cost of lighting of 

their churches over the Christmas period, gifts we normally made at this time of year.  She 

reimbursed the Secretary for the cost £12 of printing flyers that were sent out to community 

residents alerting them to the Christmas Tree Lighting on Tuesday.  The Chairman thanked Avril for 

her work on the Community Council’s behalf. 

Item  7   Any Other Business 

The Secretary had originally intended to mention the monthly local Police report but in any case our 

attention was drawn to the break in at a residence on Park Place which resulted in a robbery of 

several items of jewellery.  The Secretary had also been informed by a local residence of his having 

seen two motorcars setting off in line abreast from the edge of the village towards Whitehills in 

what was clearly a race.   The Secretary would raise this incident with Sergeant Crichton of the 

Community Police.  He had noted that several communities in Perthshire had been given speed guns 

to legally use to record the speed of motorists going through their villages.  The secretary would 

research the possibility of our being accorded the same opportunity to record motorists speeding 

through Lunanhead. 

Item 8  Date of Next Meeting 

There being no further business the chairman closed the meeting at just after 9 p, reminding 

members that the next meeting would be on Wednesday 5th February 2020.   He wished us all a 

Happy and Enjoyably Rewarding Christmas. 

 

 

 

Jeremy Gow 

Chairman 

 

 


