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25th Nov 2019 Carnoustie Community Council Minutes. 

 

Present: Arliss Rhind (Chair), Michael Forbes, Alasdair Murray, Ali Laing, Davina 

Sturrock, Dave Ritchie, Ed Oswald, David A Rorie, (Minutes). 

Also attending: Cllr B Boyd of Angus Council, Sgt Grace Ewing of Police 

Scotland, and David Taylor, Natalie Ross and David Mackland all from the 

Christmas Sub-Committee. 

Apologies: Cllrs D Cheape and M McDonald of Angus Council. 

At the start of the meeting the Chairman welcomed David Taylor to the 

meeting. He has been a hard working member of the Christmas Sub-

Committee for several months and has expressed a willingness to join the 

Council. Accordingly the Council agreed to co-opt him with immediate effect 

and he joined the Community Council. DAR intimated there were several more 

members of the Sub-Committee who would make excellent Councillors and he 

hoped to introduce them at the January meeting. The Chairman expressed his 

thanks to everyone connected to the Christmas Fayre and described Sunday’s 

event as a great success and stated the Council would discuss this further later 

on in the meeting.   

Minute of last meeting: These were considered a true and accurate account 

and were accepted. Prop DS, Sec EO. 

Matters arising from Minute of last meeting: DAR has written to the Depute 

Chief Executive of Angus Council expressing our regret at his failure to address 



the problems raised in our letter concerning the Council’s misguided off-street 

car parking policy. 

Police Report: Sgt Ewing reported that with the darker nights upon us the 

Police were urging the public to exercise greater security at home and outside. 

In the last month there were 154 calls to the control room from the Carnoustie 

area. Five vehicles have been broken into but fortunately this resulted in four 

males being arrested and three break-ins to garage premises resulted in one 

male being arrested. Several calls involved local youths in various parts of the 

town indulging in nuisance behaviour, throwing eggs and the like. The figures 

show there were 39 crimes in the Carnoustie area in the last month. These 

consisted of 3 assaults, 2 RTAs, 6 thefts including shoplifting, 4 vandalisms and 

one breach. There were a further 23 miscellaneous offences. Pop- up Police 

officers continue to be used successfully to reduce speeding and CCTV is 

deployed at the Black Slab and Leisure Centre to discourage youthful 

indiscretion. The Christmas Fayre and Lights Switch On took place the previous 

evening and this had been a great success. There was no trouble and no 

arrests. Concern had been expressed that at the busiest time there were 

possibly too many people squeezed into the area in front of the stage and this 

will need to be considered by the organising committee in future years. 

Councillors Report: BB reported on the recent activity of Angus Council. The 

parking saga continues and the recent Scrutiny Committee Report 

demonstrates the disorganised way this policy has been handled and the 

widespread lack of transparency involved. Angus Council needs to decide on a 

course of action regarding flood prevention to protect houses in the west end 

of Carnoustie rather than concentrating on a golf course twenty miles up the 

coast. We perceive a lack of equity in the allocation of resources round the 

Angus burghs and Carnoustie appears to be missing out when funding is 

distributed. The Community Council will continue to monitor the decisions and 

activity of AC and put forward our concerns as required.  

Financial Report: The Treasurer had as usual circulated our financial details 

prior to the meeting and these showed we have a healthy balance to continue 

our day to day activity and despite recent purchases and other spending we 

have some money left in the Christmas fund. Allowance had been made for an 

unpresented cheque for £800 for the rides at the Fayre and as they did not 

materialize that can return to the reserve. The Christmas sub- committee will 



discuss how we recover the £200 deposit they received. The Report was 

accepted. Prop DAR,   Sec MF. 

Planning Report: AM had circulated details of the four planning applications 

relating to Carnoustie submitted to Angus Council since our last meeting and 

none was controversial or required comment from us. 

Easthaven Report: AM had nothing new to report regarding Easthaven. He is 

our point of contact with Seagreen and is to communicate with one of their 

representatives shortly. 

Town Services Report: EO reported Colourful Carnoustie has been awarded 

£15,000 from the Open Golf Legacy Fund for a much needed upgrade to the 

Rest Gardens on Links Parade opposite the old Bruce Hotel. A draft plan for the 

area is on display in the Library and comments and suggestions are invited. As 

noted earlier, the long tale of woe about Angus Council’s misguided and 

mismanaged policy concerning off-street parking continues. The awaited 

Scrutiny Report is now out and finds multiple problems and dubious 

administration. The income from the first five months of parking charges was 

£111,000. Council Officers estimate of income in the first six months had been 

£300,000, with the consultant estimating even more. The handling of the 

whole policy can best be described as disorganised and chaotic might be more 

apt. The latest public performance measures released by Scot Rail show 

commuters in Tayside and Fife suffer some of the worst train delays in 

Scotland. Carnoustie has 78.2% of trains on time. Scot Rail say the figures are 

improving (!) and they have a robust plan to cope with the challenges of the 

autumn weather. The Community Council is very concerned at the recent 

flooding in our area. The usual areas at the west end of town were involved 

along with the Muirdrum and even a stretch of the A92. Angus Council is urged 

to ensure road drains are regularly cleared of leaves and debris and the Barry 

Burn is dredged as required. As mentioned earlier we will watch closely for 

action on this recurring problem. 

Correspondence: Angus Council has been in touch concerning a Community 

Council Grant Consultation, and Angus Funding has notified us about grants 

available marking the 25th anniversary of the National Lottery. There is to be a 

meeting at 6.30pm on Wednesday 11th Dec in the Hub about the Town Centre 

Fund and the Heritage Trail. We plan to have representation at that meeting. 

We have received a nice card from Eliott (his spelling), the Young Citizen of the 



Year thanking us for selecting him and assuring us he will strive to continue to 

be a good citizen as he grows up. 

AOCB: There was unanimous agreement the Christmas event the previous day 

had been a great success, even despite the non- arrival of the childrens rides. 

The putting up of the lights, the event organisation, and Sunday’s spectacular 

performance had all been a team effort and everyone involved should be very 

proud of what took place. The Christmas Sub Committee is to stay in existence 

and will meet shortly to hold a post-event analysis and discuss what went well 

and what needs changing and improving for future years. There are plans to 

move some of our Christmas features to different venues in town and change 

some of the light displays. Working in partnership with the GLMC, Carnoustie 

should have many merry and bright Christmases to look forward to. 

DONM: We don’t have a scheduled meeting in December and accordingly we 

meet again in the Legion at 7pm on Monday 27th January 2020. Any pressing 

business in the interim can be dealt with by e-mail and phonecalls.    


