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27th Jan 2020 Carnoustie Community Council Minutes. 

 

Present: Arliss Rhind (Chair), Michael Forbes, Ali Laing, Ed Oswald, Alasdair Murray, Davina 

Braithwaite, Dave Ritchie, David Taylor, Gavin Farmer, David A Rorie (Minutes). 

Also attending: Angus Councillors D Cheape and M McDonald, along with Natalie Ross, 

Pamela Manley, David Mackland and John Roberts. 

The Chairman started by welcoming PM, DM, and JR to the meeting and welcoming back 

NR, and the meeting agreed that when the formalities have been completed they will all 

attend our February meeting as Community Councillors. 

Apologies: Cllr B Boyd, Sgt G Ewing (Police Scotland) and Susana Rossetti. 

Minute of last meeting: Apart from Davina’s surname being wrong, and a line where a 

distinction needed to be made between Angus councillors and Community councillors the 

Minute was accepted as true and accurate. Prop DB, Sec GF.  

Angus Councillors Update: The report by the Scrutiny and Audit Committee is now public 

knowledge and shows the implementation of Angus Council’s off street parking policy has 

been chaotic, in no way transparent and generally a shambles. We know the parking policy 

is damaging business in town, we have raised our concerns with AC Executive and have got 

nowhere. This is a highly regrettable situation. The Kinloch site remains on the market and 

reportedly AC has a preferred bidder. This situation has gone on for several years but no 

information is forthcoming. The CC continues to have the short term lease of this area and 

access is granted to appropriate community groups if requested. There was a meeting in 

December, the CC was represented, to discuss the Town Centre Fund and Heritage Trail and 

work is progressing on these with the hope the Trail will help to better connect the Links 

with the rest of the town north of the railway line. The Panmure Centre will become surplus 

to AC’s requirements this summer and there are moves afoot to retain this iconic Carnoustie 

building for the community and again the CC is an active participant in this. Funds for a 



feasibility study may be available through the Participatory Budgeting process. Voting for 

the PB options takes place on 8th Feb at the Burgh Chambers and the Kinloch Centre. 

Finance Report: As usual the Treasurer had circulated the report to members prior to the 

meeting and this shows we have adequate funds for our day to day expenses and there is 

some money left in the Christmas Event account but insufficient to fund any new lights or 

the event on the High St and further fundraising will be required. 

Police Report: Sgt Ewing had been forced to miss the meeting due to urgent events but the 

report was subsequently circulated. Since the last meeting there have been 303 calls to the 

control room from the Carnoustie area, several involving youths acting antisocially and 

causing a variety of trouble. There have been 54 crimes recorded in the area, namely 10 

assaults, 6 RTAs, 8 thefts, 5 vandalisms and 5 breaches. There were 20 miscellaneous 

offences. Power tools were stolen following a break in at the Balmachie recycling centre, 

and a twelve year old girl has been charged and reported to the authorities following an 

assault at Carnoustie High School .PC Harrison continues to liaise with the High School and 

will soon become involved with Carlogie Primary. 

Planning: AM reported on planning applications submitted to AC since our November 

meeting. These include 250 houses and an industrial estate in the Victoria area to the west 

end of town, an application for the permanent siting without restrictions of the 220 

caravans already ay Barry Downs, and a 15 metre high communications mast at Balhungie 

Farm, The CC will continue to monitor all such applications. 

AM further reported there was nothing new to report from Easthaven, and regarding 

Seagreen  the CPO is still continuing with no report of progress, and discussions are on-going 

concerning the Community Benefit Fund. The way SSE intends to disburse the CBT could 

prove divisive and cause friction between the areas involved. 

Town Services: EO reported, as mentioned earlier, a 12 year old girl has been charged with 

assault following an incident recently at the High School. The AC car parking saga continues 

with no sign of common sense prevailing – the Carnoustie carparks are largely empty as 

shoppers go elsewhere and local businesses are losing trade! Recent figures from the Office 

for Road and Rail, a new organisation to most of us, show passenger usage of stations in Fife 

has dropped whereas in contrast in the Tayside area passenger numbers have increased 

considerably and road usage has dropped. The Aboukir Hotel re-opens this week with the 

restaurant advertising as The Curry Lounge. As with all business ventures in town we wish it 

well. The top section of Pitskelly Rd approaching Shanwell Cemetery is regularly affected by 

flooding coming off the surrounding land and the mud and debris forms an unacceptable 

obstacle for visitors to the cemetery. This needs addressed and Angus councillor McDonald 

undertook to look into this. 

Correspondence and AOCB:  The Orrock Trophy awarded to the Junior Citizen of the Year is 

showing signs of age. The meeting agreed the Chairman should meet with Mr Orrock, who 

originally donated the trophy in memory of his son, and discuss a replacement. The CC 

agreed we would pay for the replacement. Continuing with the C of Y, this year will be the 

20th year Paul Grant of Mackays (jam, marmalade etc.) has sponsored the adult award and 



we may mark that anniversary with a bigger better more public function. This will be 

discussed nearer the time. The Marine Conservation Society are encouraging people to get 

involved in a nationwide spring beach clean from March 20th – April 13th. We have not yet 

finalized our beach-clean dates but we will have our first clean in the first weekend of April, 

Fri 3rd – Sun 5th, and will also man clean-up stations that weekend to coincide with the 

Angus Spring Beach Clean. We do not necessarily need to do our beach clean on a Sunday 

morning, an alternative time and day may be a possibility. The details shown on our website 

are quite out of date and will need to be revised. The shed at the Panmure Centre has been 

tidied and there is a bin of bunting we hope to re-hang early in the summer. The details of 

this task will be decided nearer the time. The Chairman congratulated everyone involved 

with the Christmas activities and also in taking down and storing the lights quickly and 

efficiently the previous day. DAR listed various changes planned for this year’s festivities. 

The Christmas sub-committee is to remain in business and will meet soon to plan 

arrangements and requirements for 2020 and will liaise soon with our AC contact to get 

quotes for the structural changes we plan. The Carnoustie Christmas Fayre 2020 will take 

place on Sunday 29th November. There is insufficient money in the Christmas account at 

present for all of this. Cllr Cheape (AC) reminded us applications for CGLMC charitable funds 

close on March 31st and hence DAR and NR will gather quotes for any new lights and work 

required in good time, prepare a robust budget, and get an application lodged. There are 

regular requests to put lights and even a tree at the west end of town. Historically the High 

St was decorated and lit by the shopkeepers at the retail end of Carnoustie. There are no 

lamp posts fitted to take Christmas lights at the west end but we will consider what is 

possible to meet the demand for decoration there. DT reported there was graffiti at several 

sites in town and he will get this cleaned up by way of community service by one of the 

groups of errant youths he works with. The Community Council is the nearest thing to a 

successor to the former Town Council. As the Burgh Chambers have recently undergone 

modernisation and upgrading there is a good argument to be made for us moving from the 

Legion to the Burgh Chambers. Our present venue has been described as less than “public 

friendly”. There is no lift at the Burgh Chambers and that could be a drawback, but a move is 

worth considering. DAR will sound out people at the Legion on their views on altering part 

of the proceedings for the annual Service of Remembrance at the War Memorial.  

DONM: The next meeting of the Community Council is scheduled for 7pm on Monday 24th 

Feb in the British Legion. A full turnout including our new members would be helpful.  


