
    APPROVED MINUTE of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th January 2017, at the VAA 
Present:  
Members: Marc Ritchie, Morag Lindsay, Ian Cameron, Sandy Beedie, Maureen Beedie and Diane Parry 
Angus Council Rep: Mhairi Dickson 
Angus Council's Service Manager (Housing) - John Morrow 
Local Councillors: Cllr Alex King, Cllr David Fairweather, Cllr Martyn Geddes, Cllr Donald Morrison 
In attendance: 10 members of the public in attendance  
 
Minutes approved: Proposed by Sandy Beedie, Seconded by Diane Parry 
1. Apologies: Cllr Brenda Durno, Cllr Ewan Smith, Cllr Sheena Welsh and Community Councillors Jim Shaw, Julie Smith 
and Helen Wallace. 
2. The Chairman’s Welcome – Marc Ritchie welcomed everyone present to the January Monthly Meeting of the 

Community Council and asked for approval for the minutes of the December 2016 meeting.  Ian Cameron approved the 

minutes and Sandy Beedie seconded. Kevin Smith asked for his point about the Charrette added and Marc agreed to 

adjust the minutes. Action - Chairman 

3. Matters Arising - No matters arising. 
4. Local Councillor's Update –  
Cllr Martyn Geddes attended an Education meeting at which Friday was agreed as the preferred day for school closure. 
Cllr Alex King informed us that the Council had mostly been in recess since we last met but that he had been at a 
Standards meeting and also a Civic Licensing meeting as well as arranging a number of forthcoming civic duties. 
Cllr Donald Morrison attended the Education Committee meeting and a Budget meeting.  
Cllr David Fairweather attended the Civic Licensing meeting, a Development Standards meeting, a 'Children and 
Learning' meeting and the Budget meeting. David told us he passed 5 complaints from the public to Alan McKeown, 
Director of Communities and these problems were being dealt with. He further attended a Communities meeting and 
has upcoming a Pride in Place meeting at AHS and a meeting with Men's Shed 
 

5. Nominations for Co-opting of Community Council Members - The Chairman said that one application for co-option 

had been received from Max Wallace and voting papers had been passed around the Community Councillors present 

and the result of the vote would be communicated to Max following the meeting.  

6. Treasurer's Report - Morag Lindsay reported that the CC had no recent transactions and had £1746.88 in the bank. 

The Arbroath Christmas Lights sub-group had raised £525.44 from a bucket collection at the switch-on and a sum of 

£88.80 had gone to St Andrew's First Aid who attended the event, leaving the Christmas Lights sub-group with £790.99 

in the shared bank account. The combined total in the bank being £2537.87 (an excel report was passed around). 

7. Sub-Committee - Christmas Lights - Sandy Beedie said 2016 had been the sub-group's first year organising the 

Christmas Lights, feedback was good and they were considering organising the event again in 2017 though they are 

hoping for help from the CC with fundraising to improve the stock of lights. Marc Ritchie said the CC would fundraise for 

the 2017 event. Sandy said some funds were still expected in from the funfair.  

8. Andy Stewart Court Damage (ASC) - The Chairman informed the meeting there were a number of people in 

attendance to discuss the damage at Andy Stewart Court (retirement/sheltered housing) which took place overnight 

Saturday/Sunday 8th January. The chairman said that the CC could not voice an opinion on the matter due to the legal 

aspects. However, all attendees could still air their individual views if they kept the legal concerns in mind. 

A resident of ASC began the discussion by reminding us that TSO's were removed in June 2016 to be replaced by Care 

About Angus which allowed one warden for the 39 cottages. She told the meeting that numerous reports to the 

authorities had been made about one of the tenants and she would like someone from the Council to come and talk to 
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the tenants who were unable to make tonight's meeting to reassure them after two of the residents in their 80's had 

found communal rooms badly damaged. She added there were a number of elderly residents in wheelchairs, some were 

blind and some deaf and they just wanted to know they were secure in their homes. She thought the reduction in 

wardens was a factor. 

The Service Manager for Housing at Angus Council said they were very concerned about what had happened at ASC as it 

had been one of their best sheltered housing schemes. He said the council were subject to the law in respect of how 

they allocate properties and that the Police were investigating and so far had no conclusions. He said the Council will 

deal with concerns once they have the conclusions from the Police investigation and that they do understand the 

residents concerns but the law constrained the Council's actions to a great extent. He told the meeting that Steven 

Bremner and his team had sorted all the repairs as soon as they could on the Monday  

It was asked if the alleged person was still able to enter the accommodation. An ASC attendee responded that residents 

believed someone was entering the property during the night. It was asked whether the alleged person had been placed 

there as he could not be suitably placed elsewhere. The housing representative responded that individuals needs were 

assessed and they were placed in what was believed would be the most suitable accommodation. He also said there 

were 7,700 Council houses across Angus and a wide range of needs from tenants. 

The meeting heard that when the Council decided to dispense with TSO's it had been the understanding that the unit 

would still be managed. An ASC resident said the tenants were led to believe there would be a partnership between 

Care About Angus, the Council and the residents but little communication was taking place and she was concerned in 

respect of the Community Alarm and asked for the various bodies to work better together. It was asked of the Angus 

Housing representative - should there not be some restriction on the individual re-entering the building.  

One attendee said the original guidelines in respect of sheltered housing were that they provide a safe and secure home 

for the elderly and that there had been other accommodation in the town for anyone with substance misuse problems. 

However, there is currently not enough of the latter and with the loss of TSO's the problem had been made worse for 

residents as they had less support. He asked the Council to investigate other means of financing. The Housing Rep 

responded by saying the TSOs have been replaced by Care About Angus and there are various packages tenants can 

choose from and tenants can opt for a package that will more or less replace the previous service.  

The Chairman said that as there were concerns, it might be beneficial to listen more to the residents and give further 

appropriate training to staff regarding these concerns.  

There was agreement that the tenants were not coping with the situation and the Council should consider the impact 

on their wellbeing. The Housing Rep said everything he was hearing would be helpful in deciding the matter and there 

was clearly strength of feeling about it and that would help them decide what to do. A resident asked for Council 

officials to come meet the residents. The Housing Rep said they would meet the residents as soon as possible.  

9 - Police Report - no police report 
10- Planning Applications - there is no report this month. 
 
11 - AOCB – One attendee said they had slipped on black ice on the path beside the Abbey on Sunday as it had not been 
salted. Also on Saturday, in the British Legion Car Park there was no salt down, very difficult for the elderly and those in 
wheelchairs. It was also said the main pavement into town around Fisheracre was not salted on Friday. On the other 
hand, a large quantity of salt had been deposited mistakenly in Brechin Road. It was said Councillor Morrison would take 
up the matter of unsalted Car Parks and the public were advised to contact the Access Office or one of the Councillors 
who would make sure the Roads Department were notified. An attendee asked councillors Fairweather and Morrison if 
there was any update on the footpath at Kirkton. Both agreed to check up on this.  
 
12. Date of Next Meeting - 7 pm on Tuesday, 7th February 2017 at VAA, Guthrie Port, Arbroath. 
 


