
   APPROVED MINUTE of the meeting held on Tuesday, 5th September 2017 at the VAA Guthrie Port 
Present:  
Members: Marc Ritchie, Morag Lindsay, Helen Wallace, Ian Cameron, Maureen Beedie, Sandy Beedie, Diane Parry, Jim 
Shaw, Julie Smith and Max Wallace 
Local Councillors: Cllr Brenda Durno, Cllr Alex King and Cllr Lois Speed 
In attendance:  2 members of the public  
Meeting: 
1. Apologies: Cllr David Fairweather, Cllr David Lumgair, Cllr Richard Moore, Cllr Derek Wann and PC David Voigt 
2. The Chair’s Welcome – Marc Ritchie welcomed everyone to the September meeting of the Community Council after 

the summer recess. Marc then asked for approval of the June 2017 minutes page by page, Sandy Beedie proposed and 

Maureen Beedie seconded the June minutes.   

3. Matters Arising – None 

4. Correspondence – The Secretary, Morag Lindsay, received a letter from David Thompson, the Council’s Principal 
Solicitor which advised that the Civic Licensing Committee agreed to permit Community Councils to benefit from the 
discount applied to organisations with charitable status in respect of applications for Public Entertainment Licences with 
immediate effect. From l0th August 2017, the cost of a Public Entertainment Licence in respect of on event organised by 
a CC will be £35. The letters to and from Legal and Democratic Services are attached to provide further clarification. 
 
5. Local Councillor Update – Cllr Brenda Durno told us the play park at Cliffburn is to be replaced after being wrecked. 
Dog waste bins have been fixed at Hercules Den. The bridge at Inverkeilor continues to be a problem for high sided 
vehicles. Brenda is still working on the Inverkeilor Shop Project for which premises are needed. Trees have been cut 
down at the railway bridge in Dishlandtown Street. Brenda saw the production of Richard the Third at the Webster 
Memorial Theatre, visited the Sea Fest event and saw the plans for wind turbines offshore. Cllr Durno enjoyed visiting 
the Market on the High Street on 26th August. The Furniture Project has a new manager and is doing well. 
 
Cllr Lois Speed said there are a lot of changes to come in the way the Council deliver their services. Lois has talked with 
the new Community Group at Warddykes and is trying to get residents in Bruce Road to engage with the Community 
Team, the Housing Team and the regeneration going on in their area. Cllr Speed also helped put through on the 
Communities Committee the Timmergreens regeneration and new housing development.  
 
Cllr Alex King said there had been a summer recess but since then he had been particularly involved in the quasi-judicial 
Development Standards/Development Management review and the Licencing Board. Alex said there had been two 
audits, the policy budget strategy group had met. Cllr King has also been involved with Arbroath Golf Links, the Athletics 
Group and had attended the Community Council and various briefings. 
 
6. Accessibility Study – The Chair said the CC had a meeting with the Roads Department before our summer recess and 
we had a fruitful discussion but heard about budget constraints from Douglas Hill and Craig Hudson of Roads who are to 
carry out a survey at Brothock Bridge. They also guided us to meet with Kirsty Macari to discuss potential areas of 
funding to take forward our Accessibility Study. We are due further meetings with them. Action – contact Kirsty Macari, 
Douglas Hill and Craig Hudson to arrange further meetings to progress Accessibility Study matters further. 
 
7. Self-Directed Support – The Community Council has been involved in arranging the Self-Directed Support event 
happening at Angus Carers Centre on Monday, 11th September. Lesley Simpson has been a great help, bringing in 22 
providers to provide advice to the public and advertising the event all over Angus. The CC will direct the public to the 
appropriate stalls and provide light refreshments. Once the event is past it will be rolled out to the sheltered housing 
residents who could not make it along to the Carers Centre event. Action – check that this is rolled out. 
 
8. Christmas Lights – Sandy Beedie said the Council are not putting up or taking down the Christmas Lights this year and 
the CC is at the moment trying to raise the money to do so. We need approximately £12,000 just to put the lights up 
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and bring them back down. The CC has applications in several places, Colin Grant Trust, Arbroath Improvement Trust, 
Awards for All and the Common Good Fund as well as a Crowd-funding campaign to take place soon and bag packing in 
Tesco and Morrisons on Saturday, 28th October. There is also a bingo and Stovie night planned on the 3rd November at 
the Portcullis as well as a concert so we are hopeful of reaching the target sum. The CC members recently raised 
£407.15 at an 80’s Disco in the British Legion and we are very grateful for the help of the Legion in enabling us to raise 
that amount. Helen Wallace added that any additional sum raised will go towards buying new lights for next year in the 
January sales and the public can help us decide which lights by voting in a participatory budgeting manner.  Sandy went 
on to say that he is proposing we call the switch-on event the ‘Arbroath Christmas Tree Light Switch-on.’ Last year it was 
suggested there be a Victorian market in Market Place and the stallholders for this aspect of the event are being 
brought in by Fiona Laing. On top of the Public Entertainment Licence we’ll need to get a Market Operator’s Licence 
which will cost £240 but stallholders are being charged for a stall so the cost of the licence will be covered. The Round 
‘O’ Chip Shop will be sponsoring the cost of the 4 First Aiders and Radio North Angus. Action - The Chair, Marc Ritchie, 
said we need volunteers for the bag-packing and the switch-on night. 
 
9. Community Council Applications – An application form was sent round the Community Councillors in recent days for 
agreement and will be going out soon on Facebook, the Herald and the Library as the CC needs new Community 
Councillors as currently we only have ten, the minimum number required. Ideally we would like to link with the Youth 
Council and bring younger people on board as well as representatives from across the community in general. The Chair 
called for a proposer and seconder and Jim Shaw proposed and Sandy Beedie seconded the application form. The time 
allowed for applications will be 4 to 5 weeks and the CC is up for re-election in October 2018. Therefore, successful 
applicants will have a full year on the Community Council before re-election. Cllr Speed said she thought the emblem on 
our Facebook page needs updated. Cllr King replied that the CC has the title to what is Arbroath’s ‘coat of arms’ and 
added that it is important that the CC keep control of it and only the Lord Lyon could agree a change and at some cost. 
 
10. Treasurer Report – Helen Wallace said we had an income of £100 from an un-cashed cheque and an expenditure of 

£201 on promotional pens for handing out at the SDS event. We also spent £79.50 on lanyards and ID Badges. We’ve 

bought collection buckets and also need to buy collection cans for the Christmas Lights appeal. We have a total of 

£2473.84 in our account. Expenditure for the SDS awareness day is likely to be about £100. The Christmas Lights account 

has £1517.99 The Chair added a number of businesses have agreed to take the collection jars for the Christmas Lights 

appeal and we should all help spread the word about it. Action – spread the word about collection tins. 

11. Police Report – The Police sent apologies and Maureen Beedie read out the Police Report. There have been 177 

crimes reported in the Arbroath area since 31st July, down from 197 the previous period. Road Traffic Offences – 29 with 

21 detected. Assaults – 32 with 27 detected and 5 enquiries ongoing. Thefts - 36, 20 detected and 16 enquiries ongoing. 

2 prolific shoplifters were captured and reported. Vandalisms – 22 with 7 being detected. Breach of the Peace/Disorder 

– 24 with 20 detected. Hate Crime – 1 with 1 detected and there have been 3 attempted break-ins. 

12. AOCB – A member of the public said the roads and pavements are in a poor state giving problems to scooter users 

particularly in the Springfield Terrace area. Helen Wallace asked Cllr Durno to find out how much it would cost to tar the 

old road behind Springfield Terrace as the CC could possibly have this as an option in our forthcoming Participatory 

Budget scheme. Ian Cameron brought up the issue of Motorhome parking behind the sewage works and said it was an 

opportunity for the Council to raise some money. A member of the public said a tour bus full of Malaysian tourists 

decided against visiting the Abbey after their bus was ticketed for parking. A tree in Lochlands Street near Tesco blocks 

the view of waiting passengers to oncoming buses. There is dog mess all around the Abbey. The Chair replied that is a 

task for the Councillors. The member of the public asked what was going on with Abbey 2020 as she had heard nothing 

since February and Marc said he would find out. The same member of the public brought up concerns about the new 

bus timetables. Sandy Beedie suggested the CC bring in someone from the bus company to our next meeting to explain. 

A member of the public asked for volunteers at a Macmillan coffee afternoon. Action – 1) How much to tar the road 

behind Springfield Terrace. 2) A tree needs to be trimmed, contact Tesco. 3) Find out about 2020. 

14. Planning - Councillors left the meeting and planning issues were discussed. 

The Chair thanked those attending and reminded them of the details of the next meeting, 7 pm on Tuesday, 3rd October 

2017 at VAA, Guthrie Port, Arbroath. 


