
Kirriemuir Community Council  

MINUTES OF THE MEETING of 27 November 2019  

8 pm in Kirrie Connections  

Present: Heather Kelly (Chair), Roy Christie, Elaine Findlay, Frances Havenga, Irena Krasinska 

Lobban (Treasurer), Brenda McIntosh, Audrey Middleton, Jeanette Reioch (Secretary) In attendance: 

Jean Henderson (Minute Secretary), Cllr Julie Bell, Cllr Angus McMillan Douglas (part time), PC Barrie 

Taylor  

ACTION  

1. Apologies: Graham Galloway, Cllr Ronnie Proctor, Officer Judi Young  

2. Approval of Minutes of 30 October 2019: Cllr Bell queried whether an amendement 

had been changed to previous minutes  It was confirmed the Minutes have 

been amended to read “Angus Council employee.” Proposed by Frances 

and seconded by Roy.  

3. Police Report: See attached. PC Barrie Taylor reviewed the November Police 

Report. Brenda reported a car, with flat tyres, has been parked up for months at Knowehead 

Crescent. PC Taylor will investigate.  

4. Scottish Fire & Rescue Services Report:  

25 October to 23 

November 2019: Home Fire 

Safety Visits:  

1 x High 

risk 4 x Medium 

risk 1 x Low risk  

Community Safety Activities: 1 x Operational Intelligence visit 1 x Joint 

exercise with Kingsway Fire Station - Commercial Property, Search & Rescue 2 x British 

Heart Foundation, CPR session 2 x Safe Drive Stay Alive, Reid Hall 1 x Visit to Kirrie 

Connections 1 x Fire Safety Talk and promote HFSV  



Incidents: 11 x FAA (Fire Alarm 

Activating) 1 x Chimney 2 x FAGI 

(False Alarm Good Intent)  

5. Councillors' 

Reports: | Cllr Julie Bell :  

•  

•  

Attended Safe Drive, Stay Alive at the Reid Hall, Forfar. A very powerful event. 

Attended the opening of Forth Haven with Kirrie Connections. Attended the formal 

opening of VAA at The Cross, by Aileen Campbell, Cabinet Secretary for 

Communities. On the sub-committee for the appointment of the new Director for 

Schools and Learning. A few meetings have taken place. Took part in the 

Dementia and Travel Group a few weeks ago in Kirrie Connections. A 

Scrutiny Audit has taken place and Cllr Bell was able to highlight the rise in 

domestic abuse offences in Angus, due to new legislation that has made coercive 

control a crime. This allowed me to highlight the 16 Days of Activism campaign 

tackling violence and abuse against women. On a short-life working group 

looking at locations of concern around suicide. Attended part of the KDAP 

meeting on 25 November. Attended the Community Justice Partnership 

meeting this week. Today, Cllr Bell was part of a workshop in Arbroath to 

develop a dementia pathway for helping people out of hospital to care homes. 

On 28 November, Clir Bell is introducing a workshop for employers to help them 

adopt a gender based Violence Policy in their workplace as part of the 

Violence Against Women Partnership's activity. This is based around the 16 Days of 

Activism on Violence Against Women. Cllr Bell reported that the “grassy 

triangle” at Checkiefield is set to undergo a revamp.  

•  

Cllr Angus McMillan Douglas:  

Attended the Children in Learning in November. A very interesting Presentation. A young 

man had visited Rwanda and gleaned so much information which he brought back to 

Angus. Procurement Sounding Board. Cllr McMillan Douglas reported good news in that 

37% of Angus Council purchases are now made locally Cllr McMillan Douglas 



accompanied Cllr Bell at the opening of Forth Haven with Kirrie Connections. 

The Haven offer a similar service as Kirrie Connections but also cover other 

disabilities, as well as dementia. Very interesting and good co-operation between the 

two centres. The Worcester project is also very inspiring. Attended Newtyle 

Community Council's November meeting. Busy with the 20/21 Budget. More savings 

have to be found due to funding cuts and more responsibilities. The Bi-Annual 

meeting was held on 14 November. Discussions centred on the Participatory 

Budgeting and also how to encourage young people to get involved in attending Community 

Councils. All of the Community Councils were represented but it was disappointing that 

Kirriemuir Community Council was not in attendance. Jeanette explained that 

notification of the Bi-annual meeting date was received after the KCC October 

meeting had met. Unfortunately, too late for anyone from KCC to arrange to 

attend. Jeanette requested further consideration in future for earlier notification of 

such meetings. Reviewing standing orders.  

A very good review meeting took place on 21 November of the 

Tay Cities Deal.  
• A review of Angus Council owned golf courses is planned in the future, due to low  

membership of golf clubs. Cllr McMillan Douglas is working with Angus Alive to 

ensure that children from low income backgrounds can access Angus 

Alive facilities. This is ongoing. Discussion  

ensued. As has been outlined in the past, and highlighted again to Angus Alive last year when 

they gave a Presentation to KCC, the astro-turf pitch was paid for by 

donations from the community of Kirriemuir, a successful project led by the late 

Cllr Ian McIntosh. It now appears the young people of Kirriemuir are having to 

pay a high price to use the pitch.  

Cllr McMillan Douglas reported that Angus Alive is no longer run by Angus Council. 

Audrey stated that all children in Kirriemuir should be able to access the facilities at an 

affordable cost. At the moment Angus Alive is managing these facilities and the 

general view of the meeting is that their charges are unaffordable. Heather 

reminded Cllr McMillan Douglas that this was highlighted to Angus Alive when they 

made their Presentation to KCC last year. Can Cllr McMillan take this forward to Angus 

Alive, please.  

Cllr McMillan Douglas stated that he has initiated a meeting with Angus Council CEO and 

the Directors of Angus Alive to discuss the situation and will take forward the comments 

made at this meeting and report back.  
AMD  



Irena reported a comment she was asked to put to the elected members. It was 

noted that there were no elected members at the Kirriemuir Christmas Lights 

Switch-on on Saturday, 23 November, or at the Christmas Market. Cllr Bell and Cllr 

McMillan Douglas stated that, unfortunately, they had prior engagements that day.  

Cllr Ronnie Proctor emailed his “Congratulations” to all who were involved 

in the Christmas Lights Switch-on - well done! Cllr Proctor has been attending 

various Council Meetings and carrying out numerous Civic tasks as Provost, as well 

as Veterans issues.  
www  

6. Matters Arising: D1 Defibrillator update:  

Irena reported £3863.71 in the defibrillator fund. £2,000 donated from KRG, £600 

donated from St. John's Ambulance, and the remainder has been raised through 

crowd funding and various donations. Almost at the figure for two 

defibrillators! Sunday, 1 December, there is a fundraising Quiz at the Newton 

Hotel. Joyce will be at the quiz. Heather reported a volunteer has offered 

to paint the telephone boxes. Awaiting to hear back from Martin. This is 

ongoing. Raffle tickets now on sale. Raffle will be drawn on 20 December in Kirrie 

Connections.  

X Angus Council Car Parking charges:  

• All agreed that it was an amazing sight to see the car park full on Saturday, 23  

November.....because it was free. It was stated that this is another reason for car 

parking charges to be re-visited. All agreed that Angus Council has made a good 

decision to lift car parking charges at weekends in Angus leading up to Christmas. 

The coin operated machine appears to be gradually encouraging motorists to use the car 

park again.  

E1 Continuing inappropriate parking by Council Waste Lorries: 

Cllr Proctor emailed a response. He has requested a VRN to be passed to 

him regarding the inappropriate parking of Bin Lorries, which he will then pass on to 

the Director of Communities.  
RP  

There has been a proposal to cover J.M. Barrie's other works. It is the 160th anniversary 

of his birth in 2020. Street stalls, markets, street closures, floats, health & safety 

aspects, etc.etc. Plans to look at the Ball of Kirriemuir - the original Ball of Kirriemuir was 

held in the  

byre at Pathhead.  

• The recent meeting was very well attended with a lot of 



enthusiasm.  

The Cadet group have a host of equipment at Barry Budden, including climbing 

equipment, etc. etc. They are happy to come to the Festival and get involved with their 

equipment with other groups.  

The parade would start at The Hill down to the Den. The Den would host a gala day. 

Schools, drama groups, the J.M. Barrie work in general, etc. all getting involved. 

Getting everyone involved! Maureen Crosbie has a bunting organised. It was 

thought the KCC could get involved in the market. Also a wonderful opportunity to 

sell the Kirriemuir flags!! KCC could get involved in The Mucklie. Pathhead horses 

will be involved.  

A Steering Group will be formed. . It is the 90th 

anniversary of Camera Obscura in June, 2020.  

• Elaine will keep KCC 

updated.  

7. Treasurer's Report: Bank signatories are in the process of 

being changed. Current balance £4,902.60. Defibrillator fund £3863.71, KCC 

£1039.89.  

8. Correspondence: All circulated during 

the month.  

9. Planning: Nothing to 

report.  

10. AOCB:  

10.1. Irena reported that a traffic warden she had seen in the car park was 

wearing a  

“black mask” over the lower part of her face which Irena found intimidating. 

PC Taylor confirmed that the Police also wear such a mask to “protect them 

from the  

cold."  

10.2. Cllr Bell continues to investigate the Den House situation. Agenda 

item. 10.3. Heather reported that the toilets in the car park are not working. 

No lights  

working inside. Cllr Bell offered to investigate.  

JB JR  



11. Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday, 29 January 2020, 7.30 

pm in Fairlie House  

The Chair closed the meeting and wished everyone a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 

New Year. Also, “Good Luck” to Frances for her surgery on 30 November.  

1.12.19  

Heather 

Kelly  
response from, Senior Traffic Engineer, Angus Council, as follows: -quote- Date: 

26 November 2019. Following on from our meeting in Kirriemuir yesterday, I can advise 

that the issues raised were discussed this morning at the November 2019 

Traffic Co ordination Group Meeting. With regard to the parking issue on the footway in 

Brechin Road, at the junction with Elm Street, I can confirm that colleagues from our 

Enforcement Team have given the location enforcement attention and have given an 

undertaking to carry out further passing enforcement. Police Scotland has also taken note 

of the complaint, as the parking on the footway creates an obstruction.  

RP  

I will arrange for additional 30 mph road markings to be placed on East Hill Road 

and these will be ordered shortly. I hope the aforementioned is satisfactory and 

we will continue to monitor Brechin Road footway parking and I will seek an update from 

colleagues when the Traffic Co ordination Group meets again in December -unquote  

T1 Boots the Chemist delivery charges: Discussion ensued at length. All agreed that 

this is a serious situation. Heather confirmed that KCC is very sympathetic to the issue but 

couldn't see how KCC could impact the situation. Various well meaning suggestions were 

made but it was | GG agreed the delivery of medication from Chemists is surrounded 

with health and safety controls, as well as having extremely confidential rules and guidelines 

in place. It was thought Graham may have more information.  

X1 Participatory Budgeting:  

• KCC did not receive notification of the change of the PB meeting date, 

therefore,  

unfortunately, no one from KCC was in attendance. Elaine reported that Kirrie Connections 

is having an Information Session on 3 December in Kirrie Connections, 5 – 7 

pm.  



Proposal form has been decided and proposals must be submitted by 10 

January.  

• Some Community Councils are holding emergency meetings. The voting 

date is  

Saturday, 8 February 2020. Arbroath, Brechin and Montrose have all had 

events. Heather has a copy of the document which is a lot of reading.” Something to be 

read away from this meeting. It was stated at the meeting that the document would be 

sent to all Community Councillors. Jeanette reported that the email she received did not 

state this. All agreed that everyone should have sight of the document and Heather 

asked Elaine to email this to Jeanette for circulation to KCC Community 

Councillors. (During the meeting Cllr Bell emailed the document to Jeanette and 

Jean) Heather asked everyone to read the document before the 3 December meeting. 

She also recommended looking at the PB page, www.shapingangus.com It was 

proposed and agreed to have a KCC meeting in December to discuss the 

PB document. 17 December, 7 pm in Kirrie Connections. Heather will 

confirm with Graham that Kirrie Connections is available that night. Jeanette will 

confirm the date to everyone. More information is due to be issued. Elaine 

will forward this on to Jeanette.  
EFJR  

ALL  

HK  

JR  

EF  

Y1 Kirriemuir & Local Businesses Association (KALBA):  

Elaine reported that KALBA is in the process of organising a "Neverland Festival” in 

Kirriemuir, to celebrate all things Kirrie. This will be a 2/3 day festival on 8/9 August 

2020. Date not definite.  

The Festival will cover the town centre and other areas of 

the town.  

• There has been a proposal to cover J.M. Barrie's other works. It is the 160th anniversary of  


