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MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9thJANUARY 2020 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 

 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane  
Present; Jack Brand, Ken Gibson, Derek Uchman, Stewart Ellis, Ben Nicoll, Graham Webster, Peter 
Morrison, & John Thornton. 
Others: PC Dawn McGaughay, Councillor Sheila Hands, Gerry Conway, Iain Tasker.  
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

 The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies were received from Hazel Brand, Rob Crossland and Councillor Beth Whiteside. 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
     The minutes were accepted with a minor amendment to Correspondence item i) 2nd line; change 
Sheila to Sheena.  
     Matters arising. 
Sheena Cochrane reported the pavement in front of Servite House has been cleaned more regularly and 
work is to start shortly to install netting to prevent birds roosting.  
 
3. Presentation Broughty Ferry Active Travel- Gerry Conway 
    Gerry Conway, Project Manager, Dundee City Council gave a very informative talk on the proposals to 
improve the pedestrian and cycle facilities between Monifieth and Broughty Ferry and beyond. These 
have arisen because of flood prevention work to be carried out in Broughty Ferry and which will 
incorporate improvements through the Ferry. More active travel is being encouraged by the Scottish 
Government in an attempt to encourage people to leave their cars and use alternative means of transport 
for work and leisure. Sustrans came on board, along with Angus Council, and funding will be applied for, 
and should this be successful, will be allocated for improvements to pedestrian and cycle routes along the 
Esplanade and beyond to Monifieth. The matters are out to public consultation at the moment and details 
can be obtained on broughtyferryactivetravel.com  Part of the project is to improve access to the riverfront 
area and beach while replacement of the Dighty footbridge along the railway line will also be undertaken 
as a priority. 
Part of the works will see footpaths widened to incorporate both cyclists and pedestrians, while a main 
consideration will be given to whether the different users should be segregated. There will also be minor 
works carried out on the main roads to improve crossing facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. An 
additional ramp would also be built on to Balmossie Bridge at its south side to allow better access. 
It is anticipated this would be a 3 year project and a press release will follow shortly to provide publicity 
and encourage engagement and participation from members of the public.  
Discussion followed and councillors gave their full backing to the proposals. Sheena Cochrane thanked 
Gerry who then left the meeting.  
 
4. VE DAY 75.  
     Stewart Ellis gave an overview of the project which will comprise events to commemorate the ending 
of the 2nd World War in Europe in May 1945. Stewart has approached the National Lottery to seek funding 
for various events to be planned for the week commencing Sunday 3rd May 2020 when an Army Display 
Team will give a display at Dundee Transport Museum. An exhibition is planned to be held in Lodge 
Grange, of various memorabilia, uniforms, photographs, letters and others giving a flavour of how war 
affected Dundee and Monifieth. It is also planned to have a street party in the grounds of the lodge and 
the involvement of the schools will be sought in the planning of events. Sheena Cochrane is intending to 
arrange a party in the Vault. 
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There will be an event at the War Memorial at 3pm on Friday 8th May, which will be part of a worldwide 
tribute when many pipers will play in many different countries and at various locations .  
Graham, Jack and Stewart are working together to bring together the events. 
 
 
5.  Correspondence 
      a) email from Lynn Hally re Community Council Grant Consultation. Discussed in detail and answer 
formulated. Reply by 17th January2020.Cascaded. 
      b) Choice for Angus submission discussed for Participatory Budgeting. Submission made for lighting 
at Blue Seaway and tunnels to beach area. Acknowledgement received on 16/12/19. Jack to attend next 
meeting. Cascaded. 
      c) email regarding proposed withdrawal of 75 bus service. Emails sent to stagecoach from Graham, 
Ben and Secretary opposing such a move. Awaiting replies 
      d)Contact made with Hamish Gray, Tayside Police Museum, Kirriemuir re possibility of providing 
material for display at Lodge Grange. Referred to Lorna Robbie who has more information on material 
stored in Dundee HQ which will have more relevance. Contact to be made by Secretary.. 
      e) email Caley McDowall, Broughty Ferry Active Travel.  Further correspondence regarding 
broughtyferryactivetravel.com.   
      f) continuing correspondence between Graham and Stagecoach.  
 
6.. Social Media. 
      Ben Nicoll stated there had been good feedback following the Christmas Lights switch on.  
He is to put an item on Our Monifieth re the proposals for Broughty Ferry Active travel footpath and 
cycleway improvements. 
Ben is also to arrange coverage of the proposal by Stagecoach to halt the 75 bus service.  
 
 
 
7.Treasurer’s Report. 
      Stewart Ellis reported the balance as £3842.38.   
Sheena handed over £476.48 to Stewart- this being the proceeds from the collections on the day and at 
the Vault for the Christmas Lights events. Breakdown as follows;  Mulled Wine £43.18; Santa’s Grotto 
£170.00; Stovies £213.30; Donation from Monifieth Minions £50.00. Total £476.48. All proceeds to go 
towards the 2020 Christmas Lights. 
 
  
8. Planning Matters. 
      Rob Crossland unable to attend meeting but forwarded details of planning applications for November 
2019. South Church- conversion into 4 houses; 4 Dalhousie Street- extension; 4 Maule Street- divide 
showroom into car showroom and Bridal Suite; 24 Dalhousie Street- extension; and 26 Provost Walk- 
extension. There were no objections. No applications for December 2019.    
   
9.  Police Report 
     P C Dawn McGaughay reported during the last approx.. 2 months there had been 23 crimes reported, 
viz. 3 assault, 2 vandalisms, 3 breach of the peace, 3 thefts, 1 theft HB (detected), 6 vehicle offences, 3 
fraud, 1 drugs and 1 racial incident. There were a further 31 incidents reported to the control centre, the 
vast majority of which were road traffic incidents, concern for animal welfare, falling scaffolding, domestic 
incidents and vulnerable persons. A National Campaign has been launched by Police Scotland to deter 
members of the Public from buying potentially stolen goods, the proceeds of which go to funding 
organized crime. Officers will be liaising with second hand dealers, visiting markets and stalls, while 
emphasis will also be placed on the online community particularly gumtree and Ebay. Detective Chief 
Supt Cat Henderson stated ” while it is natural to look for the best deal when buying any product, it is not 
acceptable to view the purchase of stolen goods as a cheaper alternative to buying in store or online. In 
fact, it is a criminal offence to knowingly take possession of any item that has been obtained by criminal 
means”. Dawn reported the “drop- in” surgery based at the new church building in the High Street was 
very successful and she hopes to run this every 2 months. She is also to visit the 3 Monifieth schools.   
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10. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
    Councillor Sheila Hands responded to a request from the Chair concerning the allocation of substantial 
funds to an, at present, non existent youth café. Sheila reported this situation had arisen because a large 
number of votes had been received in the web consultation for a youth café, and this had been agreed. 
Unfortunately this organisation does not, and will not in the near future, exist, by which time any money 
allocated should have been spent. Talks are under way to consider dividing the money between the 
Church in the High Street and MCRG, with the stipulation it should be spent on a youth café type venture 
and be spent by March 2021.  
Sheila also reported there had been some confusion over the allocation of money to Monifieth Athletic but 
this had been cleared by the Scottish Government, following confusing advice having been originally 
given. 
John Thornton reported MCRG had been successful in their application to the Robertson Trust, having 
been awarded the sum of £108,000. More similar applications have been made or are being considered 
and we are hopeful for their success.  This brings their total so far to £750,000 and they will be 
commencing further fund raising ventures in the near future.  
 
11. Public Questions 
      None  

 
12. AOCB 
     Stewart Ellis again asked questions re the upkeep of the St Rules building. Enquiries ongoing.  
Sheena Cochrane has received complaints from members of the public regarding buses continuing to 
stop at the stop outside Troups and thereafter remaining there for several minutes due to the timing point 
there. Requests have been made many times for this practice to cease due to the congestion caused. A 
bus stop on the south side of the road contributes to the problem and there are frequently ambulances 
stopped outside Hometay House while treatment is given to a resident, or transport is carried out, either 
to or from hospital. Letter to be sent asking Stagecoach to move the timing point to a more suitable 
location.   
 
 13. The next meeting of the Community Council will be held on Thursday 13th February 2020. at 7pm in 
the Community Cabin.  
 
Secretary’s Note. The next meeting of the Community Council will be on Thursday 12th March 2020 at 
7pm in the Community Cabin. 


