
    APPROVED MINUTE of the meeting held on Tuesday 4th February 2020 at Community Centre  
Present:  
Members: Maureen Beedie, Sandy Beedie, Jan Broomhall, Fiona Doran, Emma Parsons, Marc Ritchie, Graham Smith,  
Julia-Ann Smith  
Local Councillors: Cllr Lois Speed 
Communities Officer: Mhairi Dickson  
Police Representative: PC Gordon Smith  
In attendance:  7 member of the public  
 
Meeting: 
1. Apologies: Community Councillor Kaleem Ahmed, Cllr Brenda Durno, Cllr David Fairweather, Cllr Richard Moore and 
Cllr Derek Wann. 
 
2. The Chair’s Welcome – Marc Ritchie welcomed everyone to the February public meeting of the Community Council. 

Draft minutes of the January meeting were circulated, with one amendment to the minutes of Gordon Smith being the 

police representative at the meeting and not Graham Smith. The minutes were then proposed by Sandy Beedie and 

seconded by Graham Smith and were officially approved.  

3. Matters Arising – Update provided by Mhairi Dickson regarding the A92 (Places for Everyone) Project. Meeting held 

with the blue light services yesterday (3rd Feb) - including RNLI, Coastguard who gave advice and suggestions for any 

proposed design of A92. The Community council are hosting a public event about the Places for Everyone project on 

Thursday 27th February, Assembly Hall, Webster Theatre, 6.30-8.30pm, notices will be placed within notice-boards, the 

local press and social media.  The consultants involved in the project will be there AECOM and Sustrans, where greater 

detail will be provided and consultation with the public and key stakeholders in the phase of the project.  

4. Correspondence – No correspondence received  
 
5. Local Councillor Update –  
 
Councillor Lois Speed - Brought a motion about the greater need for wheelchair taxis in December 2019 to cater for the 
need of people with accessibility issues. It was asked of Angus Council CEO to write to the Scottish and UK governments 
highlighting the need in Angus for this service and the issues for private taxi operators this might present to them 
financially and logistically. And to possibly consider bringing in consultants to identify financial and logistical issues and 
to find solutions for them potentially.  And to see if there are any additional funding available for this service and are 
awaiting a response from both governments. Discussions held with Transport Manager of Angus Council to possibly 
have a transport forum of local residents and companies to find gaps in the transport services and accessible transport 
for all residents within Arbroath.  
 
Said the recognition for the Christmas lights organised by the community council was richly deserved and the feedback 
received by Councillor Speed was positive and wanted to congratulations to everyone involved in the Christmas lights. 
As chair of the Integration board of health and social care and the announcement of Gail Smith as chief executive of the 
board. Children and learning committee which Cllr speed is part of visited the Scottish Parliament to raise awareness of 
the think before you type initiative and online bullying issues surrounding this. This initiative is covering primary and 
secondary pupils from P5 to S6 at the moment. A new anti bullying policy has been getting drafted for a number of 
months and will be rolled out to schools in Arbroath and area.  
 
Choice for Angus PB project and applications have been submitted and there are a good spread of projects in Arbroath 
and there are a number of ideas that although not selected for the list, are ideas that can be taken forward and maybe 
taken up by community groups or panels of volunteers in the future.  
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6. Police Report  
 
Awareness of gangs buying and selling stolen/fake and second hand goods and the education of shop owners about 
making sure their records of where the goods have come from.  
 
Crime report covers 2 months since the last community council meeting in November 2019 and figures will be higher 
than previous 1 month reports. 
 
391 crimes reported  
82 Assaults  
67 Road traffic offences - including drug/drink driving, speeding, no MOT etc  
37 Vandalisms  
33 Breaches of the peace  
53 Thefts  
2 Break Ins to houses  - 1 person has been identified for one of them  
65 miscellaneous - including drugs offences/bail offences/telecommunication offences*  
*included online bullying which is a criminal offence now, which covers aged 12 and onwards.  
 
Emerging issues - around Cairnie and Tesco/Russell Square about egg throwing at windows and other antisocial 
behaviour. 3 individuals have been identified and have been reported for these offences. Once the new school has been 
constructed and opened at Hayshead, the only access to the school will be via Hayshead Road (main entrance) but the 
main car park will not be open for the first new weeks. Hayshead Road and Seaton Road will be quite congested, 
however police and traffic wardens will be in attendance during this time, and that there may be disruption around that 
area.  
 
Question was asked about the cameras in the town and the update on them. However there was no budget from the 
police to fund the erection of the cameras as well as the insurance etc. However discussions are taking place to identify  
potential funding for maintenance of the cameras. A member of the public said that lights around the cameras do not 
allow operators/police to identify clearly people being viewed due to the type of lights installed. Solar panels above the 
lights would have a limited life expectancy and can often come down to costs. Update on the cycling training and 
uniform was provided and the uniform has arrived. A training course booked at the end of February for officers who 
require training.  Question was asked if the situation at the police station in reference to the opening hours and it was 
still the same situation e.g Monday to Friday 9-5pm except 1hr closed for lunch of the staff member.  
 
Scam call issue was raised including elderly residents at Andy Stewart Court who asked for blockers to be put on their 
phones for this reasons and are still awaiting them. It was said that the devices are on order and will arrive shortly.  
 
 7. Christmas Lights  
 
Sub group has been organised and will keep holding meetings including with the public about this throughout the year. 
Sandy Beedie (Chair of sub group) provided a breakdown of the costs of 2019s event.  Expenditure of the Christmas 
lights included -repair of the lights cost £297.17, £40.00 for van fuel, £53.45 for miscellaneous, £430 to the insurance to 
put the lights up and £975 for the 3 trips of the cherry picker (3 x £325).  
 
Expenditure of the switch on event included - £178.25 for insurance, £25.20 for stamps for sending a reply to the santa 
letters, £260 for the market operators licence.  Total expenditure was £2,259.02 was far lower than the first event held 
of £13,000.  
 
Income - money tins in various shops - £164.54, Victorian market stalls - £350, Toy light stand - £160, Fundraising 
buckets on the night -  £452.84 (more than last year). Ian adair on the sub group - went to the west port late night 
shopping evening and collected £212.71 with one bucket.  
 
Difference of expenditure and income was -£918.93 short. So fundraising will be needed for 2020 and there will be 
more events. Ian has got 2 dates organised for bag packing - Saturday 21st March and Saturday 12th December and a 
request was asked for volunteers at the bag packing events. A dance evening with music from Pepperpot which will cost 
£550 far lower than original cost and a date for that is to be confirmed. More lights to be erected for this year and 
update will be provided in due course.  
 



8. Treasurers report  
Current Balance £15,501.23  
 
Of that £1115 is from the dissolved skatepark group where the money is being held until another bank account is 
opened for the money to de sent to the relevant group to be in possession of.  
 
All PB projects and invoices have been settled.  
 
 
9. PB Update - see Agenda Item 5 for Angus Council event and Item 8 Treasurers report for Community Council project  
 
10.Planning  
Application received for  an installation for a 12metre high smart meter radio mast in Auchmithie.  
 
Application for erection of a cafe with 12 parking spaces at Kirkton Industrial Estate.  
 
Pre application consultation received for a road side services at the former site of seaforth hotel - comprising of petrol 
filling station, ancillary retail unit, drive thru coffee shop and electricity kiosks.   
 
11.  AOCB  
 
Issues with access line and Angus Council no longer have light scouts, people who would check any defects in street 
lighting. Therefore reliance on residents reporting light defects is the preferred method now and it is taking a while for 
the repairs to be carried on. The issue will continue to be monitored and discussions held council representatives and an 
update will be provided in due course.  
 
Councillor Speed said there is an equalities assessment being carried out about individuals and groups of people of 
various services in the Arbroath, including the access line issues at the moment. There is a lot of work to be done and 
Cllr speed said work will be done in all aspects of this issue.  
 
A point was raised about the traffic islands on the westway not being maintained which is bringing the safety of road 
users and pedestrians at risk. A member of the public said they personally cleaned them last week and it hardly any-
time to do this.  Traffic light filters at Bus station have not been working correctly and this issue would be raised with 
the roads department.  
 
Housing complex on Grant Road has started to obscure the low bridge sign for the railway bridge at Elliot and it was 
asked if this could be taken up by the community council. Action for the community council to contact the company and 
individual at Angus council to raise this issue with the developers.  
 
A92 Places for Everyone Project was raised that the dual carriageway divides the town in two and any changes to it 
would not remove that effect on the town except for creating a bypass. This idea has been rejected a number of years 
ago and due to funding probably would not be an option now. Also the  member of the public stated that the newly 
built Ladyloan School directly beside the dual carriageway , the effects of car emissions would be further increased by 
slowing down the traffic.  
 
A question was raised about the retail park at Dundee Road. Chairperson said the developers were still in discussions 
with retailers and would provide an update shortly.  
 
With no further business, the meeting closed at 8.35pm  


