
06/07/2020 

Hello Community Council Members 

As we are currently still unable to hold face to face meetings with our community, I would like to 

update you all with a few issues which you should be aware of; 

• The Ride on Mower 

As you are all aware we have been looking at replacing the ride on mower in the near future. 

Due to the current situation fund raising towards this has not been possible, however, the Feuars’ 

Committee have discussed the situation and as the Feuars’ Committee have not had to fund various 

other activities this year we have agreed that we will ensure that a replacement mower can be 

purchased ASAP. 

To this end Alan Cant has agreed to negotiate with an appropriate supplier for the best deal. 

Also you may not be aware that the paths equipment has been stored in recent years in the Old 

Comrades hall (next to the Church) we have received word that this building will eventually be 

redeveloped and will no longer be available for storage.(not immediately)  

When the Plash Mill was leased to Central motors, part of the arrangement was for a storage area to 

be available for community use… this consists of the Wooden (garage) store within the gated yard. 

The type of building was chosen so that it could be suitable for secure storage of community 

equipment, such as the ride on mower. When the Old Comrades Hall is no longer available, 

increased security can be added on the building. 

• Use of the paths and the Greens 

The Paths network has been well used (and discovered!) during this time, sadly though, not cared for 

by all. 

 A small number of community minded individuals did take up my challenge of having their own 

litter picks (one couple have continued every day, collecting many bags of litter from around the 

village) 

Sadly too, some of our volunteers have been subjected to abuse. 

Members may not be aware that the Feuars’ Committee have had over a number of years, a policy 

of maintaining the Greens in such a way that encourages a wide range of biodiversity as well as 

being available for the local community. 

This policy has become increasingly difficult to implement without some help coming, in the form of 

legal protection against inappropriate use and works which are being carried out against the wishes 

of the Trustees. 

We have been looking at ways which the future of our bio diverse areas can be protected for the 

future.  

One way maybe through the system of Local Nature Conservation Sites 

LNCS  are non statutory sites selected at local level for biodiversity / and/or geodiversity. 

Commonly includes; Wildlife sites (WS) 



                                     Site of importance for nature conservation (SINC) 

                                    Regionally importance geological / geomorphological site (RIGS) 

NB Does not include local nature reserves which are Statutory 

Local Authorities are obliged to arrange these through the planning system.  

I have looked through Angus Council website for any nature conservation sites that have been 

registered and cannot find any reference (other than building conservation areas) 

However in the Planning Development Newsletter, 2020 there is a brief reference to LNCS; 

‘Angus Council is working jointly with Perth and Kinross Council and experts to assess candidate sites 

through The Biodiversity Partnership to identify LNCS.’ 

So now might be an opportunity for our green spaces to be assessed? 

As an LNCS is arranged through the Local Authority Planning System and as the Community Council 

is a statutory consultee it would seem to be appropriate that the members be involved with any 

consultation. 

In addition to LNCS sites there is also the 

Green Infrastructure Policy– residential areas should have access to green spaces – we have 6 miles 

of green paths, (and a whole pile of unadopted roads!) 

And you may be aware of the new Spaces for People – funding to encourage safer active travel. 

Many families have been cycling and walking during lock down, but without making our roads safer 

for us all, how long will this last? 

At the moment some temporary 20mph speed limits in the towns and some villages (mainly near 

schools) are being proposed and implemented. 

How about permanent 20mph on all the roads in Letham? Sadly many drivers view 30mph speed 

limit as a minimum target (an absolute right) rather than a maximum! 

We could try to change the culture to “pedestrians, cyclists and nature should have equal right to 

our environment, give our children, owls and wild flowers etc. a chance!” 

I would welcome any comments and any help with taking these issues forward. 

Hopefully we will be able to meet soon. 

Yours  

Isobel sword 


