
Major General Lennox Napier 1928 - 2020 

Major General Lennox Napier was the son of Dorothy Hall Dempster. Following the death of his 

mother in 1960, he became the signatory of any residual Dunnichen Estate affairs. He considered his 

mother to be the last Dempster. 

                                  

                                       

• In 1972 The Feuars’ Committee found they had insufficient income to maintain the Park so 

Lennox Napier signed the documents agreeing to the Feuars’ Committee handing over 

responsibility for the Park to Forfar District Council. Conditions which were set at the time of 

granting the original title in 1920 were continued in this title (it must always be kept as a 

park etc) Sadly due to changes in land legislation these conditions can no longer be 

enforced, as they had not been renewed by 2014. 

• 1982 

Although George Dempster had set up the Feuars’ Committee and had given the rights to 

rent out the mill, school house and certain rights to the Greens there was no title deed in 

existence. A title was drawn up with the entire area of the Den from the small field next to 

the mill to the far end of the Greens measured with a full survey and a deed registered with 

the plan. (signed by Lennox Napier) 

This title is currently being re-registered with the new Registers of Scotland, with a site plan 

showing all the correct boundaries. 

1988 

• Major General Lennox Napier took an interest in Letham, where possible, in particular 

during the bi centenary events, unveiling the plaque set into the Feuars’ Hall (underneath 

the clock) commemorating the founding of the village. 

 

• Roads and Dunnichen Estate 

Although the unadopted roads are probably still part of Dunnichen Estate, as these are the 

only part which is left, it was during the time of the bi centenary that Major General Lennox 

Napier signed a disclaimer regarding the maintenance of any unadopted roads. 

Col. Hall Dempster, his 

Grandfather who gave the Park 

Dorothy Hall Dempster, his mother who signed the 

deed giving the Park to village as her father had 

died before he could sign them in 1920. 

                                                                                   

 



The only reference to the roads and the Feuars is contained in the original constitution  

SEXTO ‘The interest of the money advanced by Mr Dempster in building the School House 

and Mill is to be paid out of the first of the rents drawn by the managers and the remainder 

shall be applied as follows; 

One moiety towards making or repairing the streets of the village or roads leading to it, and 

the other moiety to be set aside as a fund for such purposes as shall be determined by the 

general meeting’ 

At no time have The Feuars’ Committee been given title deeds to any roads in Letham. 

The rent received for the mill and School house have never been of sufficient amount to 

cover being able to help with anything other than some rough hard core occasionally. 

Indeed, there are records of fund-raising events in order to purchase gravel to spread in the 

Square. The Square was only adopted and surfaced in the 1960s. 

When OSCR, the charities regulator came into being, the charitable purposes of the Feuars’ 

Committee had to be clarified. 

 24 April2007 Addendum 

In substitution for item SEXTO  

The Feuars’ Committee’s charitable purposes shall be: 

a) To manage the resources held in common by the Feuars of Letham for the benefit 

of the residents of the village. 

b) To enhance the life of the village by engaging in community-based activities. 

c) To make grants to other voluntary agencies, operating within the village, whose 

aims and activities are in accord with the aims and activities of the Committee. 

The resources held in common are: 

 The mill building and adjoining house, the small field next to the mill and the entire length of 

The Greens  -- held on one title  

The Feuars’ Hall (14 & 15 The Square) land on Auldbar Road – Held on another title 

NB. The Feuars’ Hall and land were purchased by the Feuars’ Committee not given to the village 

by Dunnichen estate. 

 The Feuars’ Committee have consistently financially supported Letham Paths, this being a way 

of complying with one of the original intentions of the constitution, that of enabling residents to 

move around the village, whilst at the same time complying with the charitable purposes 

required by OSCR. 

 

. 


