
               Carnoustie Community Council  

 

27th July 2020 Carnoustie Community Council 

Meeting 

 

Participants (via Zoom): A Rhind (Chair), A Murray, E Oswald, M Forbes, A 

Laing, N Ross, D Mackland, D Ritchie, J Roberts, DA Rorie (Minutes), Angus 

Councillors B Boyd and D Cheape, 

Apologies: P Manley, D Taylor, Angus Cllr M Mc Donald. 

Minutes of last meeting: The Minute of the June 29th meeting was considered 

and accepted as a true account. Prop DM, Sec AM. 

Angus Councillors Report: Parking charges in Angus continue to be suspended 

with the machines covered. The long-term policy seems to be that charges will 

be re-instated eventually. The Carnoustie Recycling Centre remains quiet. A 

booked appointment is still required although at quiet times the public can still 

drop material without one. If the centre remains under-used there is concern AC 

might use this as an excuse to close it completely. Toilets that the public could 

access were non- existent during lockdown and as this eases they are still in 

very short supply. AC follows directions from Holyrood but the meeting felt 

there was insufficient provision for a seaside town that needs to attract visitors. 

Locally and nationally with roads being quieter there has been an increase in 

motorists speeding. There is an issue with the pedestrian/cycle rail crossing at 

the foot of Anderson St. This was closed at the start of lockdown. Local users 

want it re-opened and are meantime climbing the gate to get themselves and 

bikes over. Network Rail have a policy of closing all such crossing points and 

the meeting felt we may well struggle to get this one re-opened. The area at the 

steps and slipway for boats at the seafront path near the yacht club is slippery 

and poses a hazard for anyone using that access to the beach. AC have stated 

they will clean up the slipway area this once but want, as in many other cases, to 

put the burden for maintenance on to the local community. The yacht club are to 



be approached to see if they will take over this task. The saga surrounding the 

future of the Kinloch School site continues. The preferred bidder has dropped 

out. After many years of failing to sell it and given the current economic state of 

the country, AC are now considering using the site themselves. With a 20 year 

waiting list for council housing in Carnoustie this shows a degree of progress. 

The Community Council will continue to press for part of the site to be set aside 

for the use of the wider local community. 

Finance Report: As usual the Treasurer had circulated the report prior to the 

meeting. There has been little financial activity in the last month. Our bank 

balance has been increased by the £770 annual Angus Council grant and stands 

at £6344, of which nearly £1700 is ring-fenced for Christmas and nearly £2000 

is reserved for Covid 19 relief in the community. Report accepted, Prop DAR, 

Sec DR. 

Town Services Report: EO noted that now the lockdown is gradually easing the 

only public conveniences open are at the Station Hotel, Madisons and the Golf 

Links. We have recorded our concern about this previously and questioned if it 

is good enough for a town that relies heavily on visitors for trade. AC has 

notified us that Balmachie Rd will be closed from 29th – 31st July for “urgent 

Scottish Power work”. Parking charges in Angus will remain suspended 

meantime. The important Bronze Age relics discovered during excavation near 

the High School in 2016 need to be put on display in a permanent home. There 

are multiple artefacts needing a large display area and there are security issues.  

Discussions are taking place between National Museums Scotland and Angus 

Alive Leisure Trust to determine where this could be done to provide the best 

possible public access. It may well be that replicas of some of the most 

important items will be put on show in Angus with the originals in a secure 

museum. The Carnoustie Recycling Centre has re-opened. Activity has been 

quiet and we look forward to the time when an appointment is not required. The 

beds of wild flowers along Links Parade are looking their best just now and 

Colourful Carnoustie should be congratulated on this display and for all the 

other hard work they put in to making the town look attractive. It is sad and 

very annoying that two of the hanging baskets in the High St were recently 

vandalised. They have been repaired. There have been issues with local golfers 

not getting the tee-times they want as the Buddon Course closes to allow 

Seagreen to dig it up so they can bury their power cable. The Links management 

are dealing with this. The premises that were Millie’s Pet Shop, now moved to 

the former bank near Franco’s, have become “Koli’s Dessert Bar” and we wish 

this business well as we do for all new ventures in town.  



Planning Report: AM had circulated a note of all planning applications made to 

AC since our last meeting. Of the four submitted none was controversial or 

required comment from us. Regarding planning applications we have been 

approached by residents of James St concerned about a submission for planning 

permission. Several of our number have visited the site concerned and we are 

agreed there may well be parking and road safety concerns involved, but we 

were unsure whether they were sufficiently serious to merit an objection. 

Following discussion it was agreed AM will write to AC stating the Community 

Council does not agree with the James St application as it stands, and our 

concerns are based on the issue of road safety. 

East Haven Report: Following consultation with the appropriate authorities and 

a detailed risk assessment, EHT has re-opened the toilets at the village. These 

are maintained by volunteers and there will be added expense due to the 

purchase of PPE and extra cleaning materials. Voluntary donations normally 

defray these costs but this year they may not be sufficient. Work on the 

installation of the new gas main at the beach carpark is nearly complete and 

normality has almost returned there. Unfortunately the Carnoustie-East Haven 

road is due to be closed again from August 10th, now for upgrading work on the 

gas main. The easing of lockdown has seen increased footfall from visitors to 

East Haven and indeed in all tourist resorts in the country. The recent policy of 

closing public toilets has to be called into question if we are to maintain 

credibility as a country that welcomes tourists and holiday makers. 

Safe Spaces Funding/Spaces for People: AC Roads and Transport has contacted 

us with few details of what this involves, apart from the possible imposition of a 

20 mph limit throughout Carnoustie. Discussion of this was carried over to the 

August meeting. 

Seagreen: We have previously been given assurances of money being made 

available from SSE/Seagreen for local communities during these unusual and 

fraught times. We will remind Seagreen of this and see what money is 

forthcoming. Several of us attended the meeting about the Balhungie alteration 

to the path of the power cable. Representatives from Seagreen answered 

questions and showed a video of what they intend to do. We have for some 

considerable time been considering which Option we should choose regarding 

the pay-out from the CBF. A decision was finally taken and Option 2 is our 

choice. AM will inform them accordingly. 

AC Local Events Meeting: DAR and NR attended this virtual meeting on 23rd 

July. The AC manager concerned outlined how Covid 19 had decimated public 

and community events in Angus this summer and was not optimistic about 



events later in the year including Christmas festivities. Representatives from  

various Angus CCs stated the problems they had been having with the Council 

regarding festive arrangements, maintenance of light fixtures etc. and it was 

obvious there has been inconsistency in how AC has been dealing with the CCs, 

but she noted our concerns, and there were many, and assured us they would be 

dealt with. Another meeting is planned later in the summer when lockdown 

restrictions should be further relaxed and she will report back on AC’s various 

failings. 

Caterpillar: The stone caterpillar continues to grow and be a tourist attraction 

but unfortunately the weather is taking its toll on the paint and varnish and some 

stones are unimpressive. The plan is to inform the public that if they want to 

remove their stone and touch up the paint then return it we will at the end of the 

school holidays take them all away and store them until a decision is taken as to 

where they go permanently. The Rest Garden seems the favoured site with the 

stones either forming a winding pattern set in cement, or forming a cairn. 

Removing them will be a strenuous task and there is probably no room in the 

Panmure shed to store them. 

Citizen of the Year: NR has prepared the on-line form for proposing names of 

candidates and a paper form to be incorporated in the local newspapers. We will 

publicize this nearer the time. 

Correspondence: The Scouts have invited us to send representatives to their 

virtual AGM and annual presentation on August 7th. DM and DAR to attend. 

The Marine Conservation Society have their UK Annual Beach Clean organised 

for the week 18 – 25 September. This year we can not have a big mass beach 

clean but will advertise that the public can borrow our equipment and do their 

own thing for the environment as some have been doing during the lockdown. 

We have been sent details of the Tay Cities Park and Choose Strategy, a 

transport project for public transport after the lockdown. We made no group 

decision on this and members can fill in the questionnaire and make suggestions 

themselves. 

Community Support during Lockdown: Although the lockdown is gradually 

easing and requests for assistance are reducing it has been decided to keep the 

help phoneline operative and the volunteers are happy to man this and continue 

supporting vulnerable people in the community. We have sufficient volunteers 

and resources to step up a gear if there is a second wave of infection later in the 

year.                                                                                          We are due to meet 

again, virtually or actually, on Monday 31st August at 7pm. 



 

 


