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 29th June 2020 Carnoustie Community Council Virtual Meeting   

 

Participating: A Rhind (Chair) J Roberts, E Oswald, P Manley, N Ross, M Forbes, A Laing, A 

Murray, D Mackland, D Taylor, D Ritchie, DA Rorie (Minutes), Angus Councillors M 

McDonald, B Boyd, D Cheape. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: The Account of the meeting of 25th May was accepted as a 

true and accurate summary, with the addition of A Rhind’s name under Apologies. 

Angus Councillors Report: Our Councillors reported the cash from the Cycling Walking and 

Safer Routes Programme had been allocated and the Carnoustie area had for once fared 

quite well. We should benefit to the tune of some £120k out of the available £512k. The 

Special Arrangements Committee that is running things meantime, and on which there is no 

south Angus representation, should no longer be needed when AC re- convenes in August 

after the summer break as they aim to hold virtual meetings involving all AC councillors. The 

council funds that were scarce previously have taken a hit due to arrangements for the 

pandemic and AC is very strapped for cash. We had previously queried the membership and 

remit of the Economic Recovery Group.  This is not a formal AC committee and seems to be 

essentially cosmetic and set up for the political advancement of some of its members. 

Confusion persists around parking charges with different statements coming from different 

members of the administration. The Carnoustie Recycling Centre is due to re-open on July 

1st with the same hours and restrictions as before but it will be necessary to book a slot on 

the AC website to prevent long traffic queues. We had previously sought details of the 

proposed Tay Cities Deal and if there was anything in it for our area, and Cllr Cheape had 

circulated a very helpful summary of this prior to the meeting. The continuing problem we 

are having with AC and their obstructive attitude to Carnoustie’s festive arrangements and 

Christmas lights was discussed. Our three Angus councillors and NR are going to again 

contact the AC member of staff concerned to try to introduce a degree of sanity and co-

operation into this frustrating situation.   

Financial Report: The Treasurer had submitted two reports prior to the meeting. The 

Statement of Income and Expenditure for the Year Ended 31st March 2020, now audited and 



sent to AC, showed the detailed breakdown of all our finances for the year. Our finances are 

in good order, everything accounted for, and we have sufficient cash for routine 

administrative expenses and also the regular events, some quite costly, that we run for the 

town throughout the year. The end of June account showed a bank balance of just over 

£5600, with nearly £1700 earmarked for Christmas, and almost £2000 ring-fenced for Covid 

19 relief. To receive our annual grant from AC, estimated this year at a reduced figure of 

£770, we are now obliged to show them a chairman’s report, insurance details, a certificate 

of data protection compliance, and various bank security details along with the audited 

accounts. As usual we are grateful to the Treasurer for all his hard work with this and 

dealing with the Covid 19 relief accounting. Financial Report accepted, Prop: DAR, Sec EO. 

Planning Report: AM reported there had been 7 planning applications to AC since our last 

meeting, none of which was controversial or required our comment. 

Easthaven: As mentioned in previous reports the citizens of Easthaven are continuing to 

have serious problems with some tourists failing to observe Covid 19 regulations. With some 

lockdown restrictions now lifted and recent good weather there has been serious antisocial 

behaviour with inconsiderate and dangerous parking, littering, lack of social distancing, 

alcohol consumption and BBQing on the beach, and with the toilets closed, in compliance 

with AC’s advice, widespread “wild toileting” has become common. With all this plus a 

dangerous driving incident in the village the police were called on one occasion and the 

meeting expressed concern at the lack of interest shown and apparent indifference to this 

unacceptable behaviour. The local MP has been involved as has AC and the Council’s 

response is that their warden staff have been furloughed, since parking charges were 

suspended so they won’t give any assistance. The fact that the Easthaven beach carpark is 

closed for three weeks due to gas main replacement makes matters worse. A traffic order is 

in place and even with signs and windscreen stickers being used the village has been 

swamped with tourists, some quite antisocial and unpleasant. The community council noted 

with concern the unhelpful attitude of Police Scotland and AC who, having withdrawn 

warden support on the grounds it is not safe for them to be working, have left Easthaven 

and similar communities to assume the burden of responsibility of managing such 

intolerable behaviour from a small but significant section of the public. 

Seagreen/SSE Community Benefit Fund. We again discussed this topic and again failed to 

come to a final decision. We have stated previously we strongly disagree with the way SSE 

intend to distribute the CBF, feeling that as Carnoustie runs all the risk if a mishap occurs at 

the golf course we should receive more, and having some 12500 townspeople the per head 

money that will be available compared to some very small communities is minimal. SSE will 

not change their minds. Work on laying the power cable is due to start in October following 

a public meeting to outline path closures in the area while the work progresses. We will 

have to decide soon whether we want Option 1 or Option 2. AM contacted AC Communities 

for advice on carrying out a public consultation and was sent multiple details that looked as 

if they had been quoted from a textbook. An exhaustive consultation process involving the 

whole town would be a major undertaking. It looks as if the CC favour Option 2, but then 

there is the equally difficult decision of how we invite applications for ways of spending the 



money available. We decided NR will contact the other community councils involved, we 

will ascertain if there is any scope for a combined project with any of them, and failing that 

we will decide at the August 31st meeting to go probably for option 2 then in due course we 

will invite ideas on spending. The meeting expressed a hope that like the R&A Legacy Fund 

there would be some lasting benefit to the community, possibly an 

environmental/ecological outcome that enhances the town for years to come.  

Town Services: EO commended the success of the Carnoustie Community Support Line 

helping vulnerable local people during the pandemic. More than 80 volunteers have 

responded to this very worthy cause run by the Community Council and Our Carnoustie. 

Well done to all involved including several community councillors. Carnoustie Recycling 

Centre re-opens on Wed 1st July, but you have to book a slot. No booking is required at 

Arbroath. Is Carnoustie again getting a lesser service? Local pubs and hotels open in a 

fortnight and they will welcome the return of business but it won’t be “as usual”. Recent 

good weather has seen the return of some visitors to the town. With most shops and toilets 

closed this has posed problems and we look to AC to provide facilities for the much needed 

tourists. We note that Easthaven beach car park has been closed due to gas pipe 

replacement and look forward to it re-opening soon. We also noted that Paul Laurie, winner 

of the 1999 Open at Carnoustie, is to become the attached touring professional and 

ambassador for Carnoustie Golf Links. Again this year Colourful Carnoustie has been hanging 

lovely flower baskets throughout the town and we are grateful to them for all their hard 

work enhancing the appearance of the town. 

Police Report: There has not been a representative from Police Scotland at our meetings 

since the start of the lockdown but we are sent regular updates on local police activity. The 

latest report, received on 7th June, relates there were 272 calls to the local switchboard in 

the 6 week spell before that date. 141 crimes were recorded with a detection rate of 75.2%. 

Namely: 4 assaults, 4 vandalisms, 4 breaches, and 8 thefts/dishonesties, along with 

miscellaneous other lesser offences. Due to lockdown police community teams are seeing 

increased neighbourhood and domestic tension resulting in more family and local housing 

disputes. 

Biannual Meeting of Angus CCs: NR and DM attended this on the 23rd of June. Of 27 people 

attending 6 were from CCs, the rest were AC staff. There were IT problems. We will receive 

£770 this year, the maximum, down £241 from last year. AC has stopped paying any 

element for IT as most people they assume have this already and renew it as required at 

their own expense. Any grant unspent at the end of the financial year will be deducted from 

the following year’s amount. In 2019-2020 we ran a deficit so there should be no deduction. 

Correspondence: As instructed at the last meeting DAR has been in touch with those at the 

Shed about their CAT application and we have received a seven point explanation of their 

intentions. The meeting saw no problem with the application and simply noted that the 

CCDT has lodged an objection. 

Panmure Centre: This had been dealt with in the previous item. Our understanding is that 

the CCDT plans to get a feasibility study done with the £10,000 voted for at the PB. The Shed 



have lodged their CAT application, thus preventing AC selling off the building, and in the 

fullness of time when “normality” returns, we can all decide whether there is a reasonable 

prospect of some committee taking over the building for community use and interested 

parties can decide how much space and time they require in the Centre in an amicable and 

co-operative manner.  

Bunting: The meeting was unanimous that with July nearly here and lockdown still in effect 

along with there being no Gala we will regrettably not put bunting in the High St this year. 

Citizen of the Year: Preparations for inviting the public to propose candidates are going 

ahead, although at present we see no prospect of holding the usual evening presentation in 

the Legion. We had planned to renew the trophy for the Young Citizen but Covid restrictions 

are hindering that meantime as well. 

AOCB: The Carnoustie Caterpillar is a bit of a tourist attraction at the seafront. Suggestions 

have been made that it could be preserved either where it is or moved elsewhere as a 

permanent reminder of what the local children did during this difficult time and how we 

showed our appreciation of the NHS and all the other people who kept society going during 

the lockdown. Some of the artwork and writing on the stones is already getting washed 

away and a Carnoustie winter will further damage them and render most of them spoiled. 

The best ones could be collected and sunk in cement on the seafront or possibly at the Rest 

Garden which is undergoing improvement at present. This would be costly and require a 

professional. It was decided to leave them where they are at present as a tourist attraction. 

The best can be collected at a later date and stored over the winter, possibly in our shed, 

and placed in position either at the seafront near where they are or in the Rest Garden once 

a decision is taken. A cheaper alternative would be to take multiple photographs of the 

stones, either as they are now or arrange them in a suitable formation – a big “NHS” or 

heart shape, and keep the photographs as a record for posterity. We can discuss this in 

August. 

DONM: As the Community Council does not routinely meet in July, we meet again on 

Monday 31st August. Whether this will be in person or virtually will be determined nearer 

the time.   


