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MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 12th MARCH 2020 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY CABIN, UNION STREET, MONIFIETH. 
 

 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane  
Present; Ben Nicoll, Derek Uchman, Stewart Ellis  & John Thornton. 
Others: Councillors Sheila Hands. Sandra Black, Members of the Public; Annie Brown, Katherine 
Robertson, Iain Tasker, Martin Doig, Brenda Wilson, Niall Deuchar, Julie Ann Geddes, Maria Welch, 
Derek Welch. 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

 The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies were received from Dawn McGaughey, Hazel Brand, Jack Brand, Rob Crossland, Kenneth 
Gibson, Graham Webster and Peter Morrison. 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
     The minutes were accepted as read.  
     Matters Arising. 
     Email received from aedDonate CEO Jamie Richards. They are now in a position to proceed with the 
fitting of the defibrillators in positions as agreed, viz. wall outside the Vault and the north wall of the library. 
 
 
3. VE DAY 75.  
     Stewart Ellis reported that the army have withdrawn from involvement due to commitments in relation 
to the coronavirus situation. Brenda Wilson(Monifieth Befrienders) reports they are working with Monifieth 
High pupils on other matters and will incorporate these with the VE75 initiatives. They have the Rattray 
Hall booked. Items for display could be sought from the Meffan Institute in Forfar along with the McManus 
Gallery. There are three retired nurses in their group who would discuss their memories of the time. A 
DVD could play on a loop. Subjects for inclusion are wartime recipes, knitting groups, display of 1940’s 
style clothing and artifacts. Residents of the care homes in Monifieth will be invited by Brenda. There is to 
be a theme night party in the Vault. Martin Doig, author is to arrange re-publication of two books written by 
him about life during the War and will attend Grange and Seaview .  
Stewart to try to arrange bunting for the High Street. Grant of £3320 received from National Lottery 
Awards for All. Stewart acknowledged at this time the event may not go ahead at the original time.  
 
Secretary’s Note. All the events connected with VE DAY 75 have been cancelled due to the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic. There may be an opportunity to hold events at a later date. 
 
4. Re-Routing of 73 Bus. 
    Following the withdrawal of the 75 bus serving Grange Road and Ethiebeaton Park, some buses on the 
73 route have been re-routed along Hill Street and Durham Street to travel North in Grange Road. This 
has brought many complaints on social media and on other platforms, including direct complaints to 
Stagecoach and our MSP Graeme Dey. Many members of the public attended and all expressed their 
annoyance and frustration at the imposition of a new route, apparently without consultation. There were 
many expressions of anger concerning safety issues, the lack of room for buses to travel on a residential 
street already subject to a 20mph limit and with speed bumps. There are many children who use the 
street to walk to school and many young children stay in Durham Street and the surrounding streets. 
Complaints were made concerning the insistence from Stagecoach that a risk assessment had been 
carried out though it would appear no residents had been consulted. Concerns were also expressed at 
the dismissive replies, if any, from  the company, which routinely fails to reply to many communications.  
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Councillor Hands reported she has been in touch with the traffic co-ordinators group, comprising Police 
and Angus Council Transport Planning  which meets every month to discuss matters of road safety and 
concerns such as this. She asked those in attendance to email her with their concerns and she will 
forward them to the appropriate people. She suggested anyone complaining of the new arrangements 
should not merely make negative comments but should suggest an alternative route. It was suggested 
the newspapers could be involved with schoolchildren from both schools along with the assistance of our 
Community Officer, Dawn McGaughey.  
 
5.  Correspondence 
      a) email from Lynn Hally re Community Council Grant Review. Also list of future training dates. 
Discussed. Cascaded. 
      b) email from Kenneth Gibson regarding re-routing of the 73 bus. Forwarded to Councillor Hands.  
      c) Draft GDPR form from Derek Uchman. Request to complete, sign and return.  
      d) email from Jutta Scharnberger, Angus Council, Team Leader Landscape Services, Angus Council 
re Blue Seaway lighting project, following a site meeting with John Thornton, plans enclosed. Discussed. 
Secretary to continue matter. Possibility is there to change the plans to use solar lighting which may save 
money. Street Lighting Partnership and Community Planning to be contacted.  
      e)email from Jamie Richards, CEO, aedDonate re defibrillators. As in Matters Arising.  
      f) Police Report. Cascaded. 
      g) Letter from Angus Council – Blue Seaway project acceptance letter.  Completed and returned.  
      h) email re Arbroath 2020. Noted.  
       
 
 
6.. Social Media. 
      Ben Nicoll stated Social Media had been very lively mainly with the issue of the 73 bus re-routing. As 
dealt with in item 4. 
 
7.Treasurer’s Report. 
      Stewart Ellis reported the balance as £4318.98.    
 
8. Planning Matters. 
      Rob Crossland unable to attend meeting but forwarded details of planning applications for March  
2020. 11 St Regulus Road ; Extension to side and rear elevations of existing house. 26 Brook Street; 

Alterations and extension to rear elevation of house. There are no concerns. 
   
9.  Police Report 
     No police present. Monthly report has been received and cascaded to all councillors. 
 
10. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
      Councillor Hands repeated what had been said regarding the re-routing of the 73 bus and asked all 
interested parties to complain to Stagecoach and send emails to her for forwarding to the traffic co-
ordinators meeting.  
She reported on a feasibility study carried out on the subject of no general waste disposal facilities being 
available for residents of south Angus which do not involve a lengthy trip to Arbroath or Forfar. An 
amendment was proposed to site a skip at Carnoustie but this was defeated as was a proposal to site 
skips between Monifieth and Carnoustie.  
Sheila reported she had been successful at the Budget meeting in receiving a commitment that the 
£300,000 from Angus Council for the Community Hub was ringfenced for this project. She was also 
successful in an amendment she had proposed to allocate £60,000 for changing place facilities within the 
toilet area of the new Hub. Angus councillors are shortly to be briefed on the new arrangements for 
Community Council Grants and on Participatory Budgeting. 
Responding to a question regarding Monifieth residents using the Baldovie skips she said they are not 
meant to but some still do. She feels this makes sense. The cost of burying waste is prohibitive which is 
why Angus decided to send appropriate waste to Baldovie for burning which is a way to provide energy.  
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11. Public Questions 
      A member of the public commented on the amount of dog mess and litter on many streets, in 
particular, Hill St, Albert St and Durham St, this being worse in Winter when visibility is reduced. Advised 
to contact the schools, particularly regarding the litter problem as they are very pro-active in bringing 
matters like this to the attention of the pupils. Contact can also be made with Community Wardens who 
regularly patrol the area.  
The issue of the pigeon mess at Servite House was also raised- there is scaffolding in place there at the 
moment and it is hoped this may be part of the solution being worked on.  
Due to a change in legislation, Angus Council will no longer carry out nest disruption. The reason given is 
the birds are in decline- this may not impress residents of coastal towns who endure months of gull 
nuisance.  
 

 
12. AOCB 
     Stewart Ellis asked if £100 from the lottery funding can be used to fund re-publishing 2 books of 
childhood experiences by Martin Doig.  Agreed unanimously after discussion.  
 
 
 13. SECRETARY’S NOTE 
 

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic, meetings of the 
Community Council  will be conducted via Zoom until further notice. 
  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 10th September 2020. 


