
CARNOUSTIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL VIRTUAL MEETING 25TH MAY 2020. 

 

Carnoustie Community Council held a virtual meeting via zoom at 7pm on 

Monday 25th May 2020. 

Participants: D A Rorie, D Mackland, N Ross, M Forbes, A Murray, P Manley, A 

Laing, D Ritchie, E Oswald, D Taylor, J Roberts, and Angus Councillors B Boyd, 

M MacDonald and D Cheape. 

Apologies: Arliss Rhind (chair  

 

Angus Councillors Report: Due to the present crisis AC is being run by a 

committee of 7 councillors out of the usual 28, and there is no representative 

from south Angus on the committee so our 3 councillors are not directly 

involved but are kept informed. There are plans to re-open some of the 

recycling centres early in June, but Carnoustie will not be one of them. AC state 

they do not have enough staff to open all of them straight away. When they do 

open, traffic chaos is expected as the public will want to dump loads of waste 

materials accumulated during lockdown. Various suggestions have been made 

as to how to spend some of the £512k available through the Cycling Walking 

and Safer Routes Programme. Improvements to pathways at the Fairy Steps, 

Craigmill Den and near Muirdrum have been put forward. The Early Learning 

Centre at Pitskelly will not open in August, as was stated in a previous minute, 

and AC will use the Panmure Centre until the ELC is ready. AC Refuse Dept. 

staff have done a sterling job during the health crisis and lockdown and the 

meeting praised the action of local binmen who have maintained the collection 

service through these difficult times. 

Planning Report: AM reported there had been only one planning application to 

AC since our last virtual meeting and this was non- controversial and needed 

no comment from us. 

Seagreen: The Seagreen Project and the Community Benefit Trust were 

discussed at considerable length. We have received notification from SSE that 

they plan to re-route the path of the cable at Balhungie Farm. This seems to be 

a minor alteration and we can see no reason to object, and to preserve 

goodwill we will inform SSE of our opinion. We are informed that there is to be 

an on-line Planning Enquiry on 22nd June only for those who have lodged 



objections to the CPO. Details of this are awaited. Obviously if objections are 

withdrawn in the meantime the enquiry will be cancelled. We are not happy 

with the way the CBF is being distributed and despite making clear our 

arguments to SSE they do not seem interested in changing things. Carnoustie 

takes all the risk of significant financial damage if there is a major problem at 

the golf links while other localities are minimally affected and some will get 

considerable financial gains with increased harbour business etc. Carnoustie 

with some 12,000 population stands to get one sixth of the total money 

available, the same amount as some small rural areas with tiny populations 

and negligible inconvenience!  SSE insist the money is not compensation but a 

goodwill gesture on their behalf – and they are under no obligation to even 

have a CBF. Our three AC councillors are to raise this inequality with SSE on our 

behalf. It was noted from the outline map supplied by SSE that the 

transmission cable runs very close to and may even enter the Newbigging and 

Monikie CC area and AM is to contact Craig Mullen of Seagreen and point this 

out to him.  There was discussion as to whether we should sound out the 

public about the options for spending what money we eventually get. No firm 

conclusion was reached. We agreed to contact the other community councils 

involved to determine if they had any big ideas that we might all support, 

however unlikely that might be, but there is a problem in that Carnoustie 

seems to be the only CC that is still active and holding meetings. 

Panmure Centre: Due to the delay building the ELC we know AC will continue 

to have a need for the Panmure until 2021. We have been informed the Men’s 

Shed has applied for a CAT. They have been looking for a permanent home for 

years. The Development Trust was going to organise a feasibility study with the 

£10k voted for in the PB to determine whether the community should take 

over the building. There seems to be some confusion as to how much of the 

building the Shed want and how much will there be to meet the needs of other 

community groups for their use. The CCDT has asked for but not received 

information on this from the Shed and DM of the Development Trust has 

reacted, possibly over- reacted, by informing AC the Trust is sufficiently 

unhappy they wish to lodge an objection to the CAT. Our meeting decided to 

carry over any recommendation on this to our next meeting and in the 

meantime DAR will try to contact Geo Gammack of the Shed for clarification.  

There was no Easthaven Report nor a Police Report. 



Financial Report: As usual the Treasurer had circulated the financial details 

prior to the meeting.  We have received £1550 from SSEN to help with our 

Covid 19 community help work in town and we had already made £500 of 

community council money available for this purpose.  As of the end of May we 

have over £5.7k in the bank of which nearly £1.7k is earmarked for Christmas 

and just under £2k is for Covid 19 relief. The meeting acknowledged the first 

rate work being done by KDN on our behalf.  

Town Services: EO had circulated his report prior to the meeting. He expressed 

concern that AC is not intending to re-open the Carnoustie recycling centre 

meantime but some others will open on Monday 1st June. They quote staff 

shortage and anticipated traffic congestion as a reason, but traffic build up will 

occur initially wherever a centre is opened and we feel Carnoustie is again 

being unfairly treated by the Council. Concern was expressed at press reports 

on the composition of a group tasked by AC to formulate a revival plan. 

Questions were asked about the proper representation on this group. The Tay 

Cities Deal has still to be signed off but we would like to know if there is likely 

to be any benefit coming to the Carnoustie area from this. We will discuss this 

at our next meeting. Considerable confusion persists surrounding the rights of 

EU workers to remain in the UK as a result of Brexit. Many hard working EU 

citizens who have contributed to UK society over the years and even faced 

sacrifices have on- going uncertainty over this. The hanging baskets that 

Colourful Carnoustie prepare for the town are coming on nicely and should be 

on display at the end of June. The meeting noted their appreciation of the CC 

troughs of lovely flowers throughout the town. 

Correspondence: We were notified about and have considered the offer of 

money from the Cycling Walking and Safer Routes Programme. AC has 

informed us the bi-annual meeting of community councils will be held virtually 

on Tuesday 23rd June, presumably more details will follow, and they are 

planning to re-open various Angus re-cycling centres on June 1st – but 

unfortunately not in Carnoustie! 

Bunting: There is indecision over whether we should hang bunting in town this 

summer. At a time when many thousands have died is putting up coloured 

flags frivolous and disrespectful or would they be an attractive addition to the 

High St and add some brightness and light relief at this sad time? Some 

members felt we should conduct an on-line poll to assess the public mood, but 

it can also be argued we should take the decision ourselves and stand by it. At 



present due to lockdown putting up bunting is not feasible, but it could easily 

be done in an hour or two one evening when restrictions are eased. We are 

nearly into June, is there any point in hanging bunting in late June or early 

July? No decision was reached and we will put this on the Agenda for the end 

of June meeting. 

Citizen of the Year: We would normally be planning this event about now, and 

although no formal face to face social evening seems likely, NR is to go ahead 

and make preparations for the on-line proposal of candidates and organise 

newspaper publicity. 

Christmas: Plans for this remain on the “back burner” meantime, and a lot 

depends on AC checking various fixtures, the strength of lamp posts etc. 

Nevertheless the sub- committee plans to meet virtually on Tuesday 2nd June 

for a general talk around the subject. 

Litter Collection: There are no organised beach cleans meantime. In response 

to public suggestions we have a system whereby individuals can contact 

several of our number who will put litter pickers and hoops in their garden or 

at the front door and the public can collect these, pick up litter on their daily 

walks and return our equipment afterwards. Everything is sanitized before and 

after use. This is just another service the CC is providing for the community at 

this bizarre time. 

Membership: DAR wanted to establish the precise membership of the CC. 

Susana joined us at the last election mainly to help swell the numbers and has 

given useful service at Christmas events, helped with the lights, and on other 

occasions. She is happy to step down now and the Secretary will write to her 

thanking her for her help and we hope she will continue to support us in the 

future. In accordance with standing orders Stuart Richard ceases to be a 

member of the council. DAR will notify AC of these changes. Davina and Gavin 

remain on the council but are staying out of harm’s way meantime and get all 

minutes and notifications. We thus have twelve active members and two 

shielding themselves. Carnoustie is permitted to have 17 councillors so 

members are encouraged to look for fresh faces and try to enlist motivated 

individuals to help spread the load for when we return to “normal business”. 

Covid 19 Relief: We all received an update on May 10th on the splendid work 

taking place in the town to support those shielding themselves, the frail, and 

the housebound. This is being done in the name of the CC and Our Carnoustie 



and we are very grateful to NR and DM for all their hard work. As mentioned 

earlier we have received substantial funding to continue this work for as long 

as it is needed. Again we hope the Carnoustie public appreciates everything a 

small number of community councillors is doing for the benefit of the town. 

Format of Future Meetings: Once all councillors are familiar with and feel 

confident with the technology, it was suggested meetings should be recorded 

and put out on social media. There is even no reason why council meetings 

could not be screened live and local citizens could add comments and question 

us at a Q&A session at the end of the meeting! That would make us all behave! 

Carnoustie Community Council does appear to be streets ahead of the other 

Angus CCs and probably better organised than Angus Council itself. 

DONM: We will be due to convene again, hopefully for a shorter time, on 

Monday June 29th. 

 

 


