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APPROVED 
 

MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ZOOM MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13th AUGUST 2020 
 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane  
Present; Ben Nicoll, Stewart Ellis, Jack Brand  & John Thornton. 
Others: Councillors Craig Fotheringham, Sheila Hands and Beth Whiteside. Members of Public invited; 
Graeme Wallace, Shabnam V V Sim, Paul Morgan, Kathryn Wright, Fergus Cameron, Leanne Morris 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

 The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the first Zoom meeting of the full Council 
.  
Apologies were received from Dawn McGaughay, Hazel Brand, Rob Crossland, Kenneth Gibson, 
Derek Uchman and Peter Morrison. 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
     The minutes were accepted as read.  
 
 
3. Correspondence  
     Matters received include an extension to the completion date to December for Choice for Angus 
funded projects; letter of BACS payment of £9600.00 for above project; info from Lynn Hally with 
information on new Angus Council grant to C C’s; letter re planning permission for 20 mtr mast at Ashludie 
bus terminus- objection submitted; application completed and Data Protection certificate received; 
matters concerning the route of the 73 bus and proposals to reduce service to every 15 minutes; email to 
Community Planning re resignation of Graham Webster and Ross Wilson; info re temporary introduction 
of 20mph limits in areas of Monifieth; Scottish government consultation re proposed changes to pre 
application consultation requirements in planning. This last to be discussed later.  
 
4. Social Media 
     Ben Nicoll reported increased interest in our page since Covid 19 measures were introduced. Tempers 
have been somewhat raised during exchanges with the closure of the path to “the fieldy” raising many 
concerns. Ben welcomed the Head Teacher of Monifieth High, Mrs M C McInally and congratulated her on 
the positive manner in which the staff and pupils at the High School, Seaview and Grange had featured in 
a BBC Radio programme on the re-opening of schools in Scotland. Mrs McInally responded and thanked 
Councillor Derek Wann, Convenor of Angus Council Children and Learning for his valuable contribution. 
Returning to the blocked off  lane, Mrs McInally stated she was worried about the large number of pupils 
who previously used the lane to reach Ferry Road on their way home and to the Co-Op at lunchtime and 
who can no longer use this route since its closure by the owner of the adjacent house. She fears the 
possible consequences of the extra strain placed on the route down Panmurefield Rd and into Ferry Rd 
which she cannot supervise. The matter was discussed at length and it was noted Angus Council had 
instigated legal proceedings concerning the status of a public right of way which the house owner is 
contesting. It may be that once building works are completed the route will be re-instated. In the 
meantime a Police presence would be appreciated either through Community Officers or Community 
Wardens. 
 
5.  Treasurers Report 
      Stewart Ellis reported that the balance stands at present at £17684.31. The sum of £9600.00 is ring 
fenced for a lighting project at the Blue Seaway and the sum of £3276.00 is money awarded by the 
National Lottery for projects relating to VE75 Commemorations, this being subject of discussion with 
regard to re-allocating the sum to different community projects following the cancellation of virtually all 
VE75 related events. The sum of £44.00 has been allocated from the Lottery funding for the purchase of 
a wreath, leaving a balance of £3232.00.  The remainder of £4808.31 is the available balance of 
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Community Council funds.   

• Stewart further reported he has been in contact with the National Lottery and asks that groups submit 
proposals with costings for consideration. A  proposal from community PC Dawn McGaughay, to 
continue with the Showcase project was accepted and a proposal from Leanne Morris, Group Scout 
Leader for Monifieth, concerning an orienteering project was also discussed and accepted by 
Councillors. Stewart will forward those to the National Lottery for consideration.  

 
 
6. Planning Matters. 
      In the absence of Rob Crossland, who had forwarded details of planning applications, John Thornton 
reported applications had been made in June 2020, in respect of a single storey extension to a house at 3 
Grangehill Drive, conversion of a garage to a single storey house at the former Panmure Hotel and 
demolition of a conservatory and erection of a new extension at 6 Union Street. Applications made for  
July 2020, included a single storey extension to house at 11 Foundry Place, a freestanding media screen 
and 3 flag pole signs for Tesco, High Street; erection of a garage at 7 Bayview Place and a single storey 
and dormer extension at 19 Dalhousie Street. There were no concerns regarding any of the above 
applications.  
 
7. Police Report. 
      In the absence of a police presence due to pressing duties at this time, John Thornton reported he 
had received and cascaded the Police Report to all Councillors. Issues raised by Graham Wallace of 
Monifieth Athletic were of the large number of youths, many not from Monifieth, congregating on Friday 
and Saturday nights at the football pitches and surrounding area where large amounts of litter have been 
left. John Thornton confirmed the presence of large numbers of youngsters congregating on many 
evenings in the dunes at West End Park, again with large amounts of litter left. (A personal footnote- a 
young person presumably associated with the group has been seen cleaning up in the following days). 
Craig Fotheringham stated extra attention has been given by Police and Community Wardens while use 
has been made of the CCTV van. Graham mentioned the potential benefit of the CCTV at the football 
pavilion.  
 
8. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
    Sheila Hands reported there had been a full meeting of Angus Council during which the matter of the 
current policy of non disruption of seagull nests was questioned, due to the increasing problem of gulls in 
many areas of Angus. The possible resumption of this practice will be pursued by Angus Council.  
    Beth Whiteside stated an ex pupil of Monifieth High, Daniella Damptey, who has been elected to the 
Scottish Youth Parliament, attended a meeting of Angus Council in order to speak in favour of a motion 
against racism.  
    The matter of the pigeon droppings at Servite House was raised with the problem becoming worse 
again and led to much discussion. This is a problem for Caledonia Housing association who had been 
approached many times. Craig Fotheringham is to approach Stewart Ball to raise the matter with CHA.  
Cyclists riding in a dangerous manner and high speed at the Blue Seaway came in for criticism and it was 
asked if Angus Council could do anything to alleviate the problem. The question of whether they should 
be there in the first place was also mentioned.  
Graeme Wallace brought up the continuing problem of dog walkers (mainly professional) failing to clean 
up leading to officials from Monifieth Athletic having to scour the pitches and pick up offending dog waste 
prior to every match and training session. This is a significant disgusting problem in many areas of Angus 
and the possibility of the introduction of a bye law was raised. Sheila Hands is to make enquiries.   
 
9.  Christmas Lights. 
     Ben Nicoll gave a report on the current situation with the Christmas lights. There is to be a switch on of 
the tree lights on Sunday 29th November but this will not be an organized event for the public. The switch 
on will be live streamed on Facebook, with the acts normally involved having been invited to film their 
contribution which will then be seen on screen during the week running up to the 29th. The health of the 
Community is our absolute priority and while people may be disappointed we feel this is the only way to 
deal with the current situation, with predictions of a second wave and increasing numbers of cases being 
reported every day. Craig Fotheringham stated the tree would be provided as normal by Angus Council. 
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Further meetings are to be held with officials to discuss matters relating to the safety and erection of the 
lights.  
 
10. Public Questions. 
      This section was deemed irrelevant at this Zoom meeting due to the involvement of members of the 
Public in many of the matters already discussed.   
 
 
11. AOCB 
      Sheena Cochrane reported she had been contacted by George  Mitchelson  regarding the 
Remembrance Day parade. Due to ongoing Covid 19 restrictions a parade was not likely to take place as 
in previous years. Sheena suggested to George that the Community Council would purchase a large 
wreath on behalf of the Community which they would lay at the War Memorial at the appropriate time, 
with a small ceremony with minimal numbers attending. Matters discussed and there was unanimous 
agreement to make arrangements as above. 
Stewart Ellis stated there would be a small ceremony on Saturday 15th August at the War Memorial for a 
wreath laying to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the ending of the Second World War, the ceremony 
combining VE and VJ days. He asked for help in providing a bugler. There will be a piper in attendance. 
Mrs McInally offered the services of a bugler from the High School which was gratefully accepted.  A small 
ceremony will be held and filmed by Ben who will live stream the proceedings.  
An item of correspondence which arrived very recently, entitled Support Your Town, will be investigated by 
Sheena Cochrane as any submissions are required by 21st August. The matter of the condition of the litter 
bins in the High Street was raised and during discussion they were described as in very poor condition 
and a health hazard, especially during the Covid 19 pandemic, as they require a flap to be pushed open 
to allow deposits in the bin. This is a serious problem as many disposable masks may be placed there- 
unfortunately many are dropped on the street and this may be a contributory factor. Support your Town 
may be a source of funds as may Participatory budgeting. Craig Fotheringham stated he would arrange 
for the local inspector to check the condition of the bins and their possible replacement. 
Craig Fotheringham reported there would be no evening classes at the High School for the first time in 40 
years. Mrs McInally replied that community classes can be facilitated. Ben to liaise with Mrs McInally re 
this.  
Further to previous matter of the Christmas lights, discussion followed regarding the possibility of making 
donations to local deserving causes in view of the fact expenditure for this year’s lights would be much 
less this year. It was agreed it would be difficult as this could be a touchy subject with people reluctant to 
accept charity. Many families in Monifieth have been hard hit and this may be worsened by the ending of 
the furlough scheme. Monifieth Rotary has already made a donation and the High School have 
contributed by making face shields amongst other projects. Suggestions were made of opening a Just 
Giving page for the Community Council to raise funds on behalf of the community, operating a donate £1 
per week at the High School, making up hampers and using  Angus Charitable Trust funds. It was agreed 
a short list could be drawn up with the intention to donate to deserving causes, perhaps administered by 
the High School who would have knowledge of people more in need of a little extra, especially as 
Christmas approaches. It was agreed it would be good to retain the sense of Community, engendered 
during the first phase of the pandemic. The final point made was that we previously raised a large sum of 
money through crowdfunding, we would require to use some of that money this year and we would 
probably require to use considerably more money in following years.  
 
The Community Council and members of the public present were asked to remember the victims of the 
recent tragic train derailment at Stonehaven. 
 
 
12. Date and time of next meeting.  
 
The next meeting of Monifieth Community Council will be held on Thursday 10th September 2020 at 7pm 
via Zoom. 
 
SECRETARY’S NOTE. The next meeting will be held via Zoom on Thursday 1st October 2020 at 7pm. 


