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MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ZOOM MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
 

 
Chairperson: Sheena Cochrane  
Present; Ben Nicoll, Stewart Ellis & John Thornton. 
Others: Members of Public; Fergus Cameron, MC McInally, Leanne Wilson 
Jim Docherty, Alastair Rogers. 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

 The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the Zoom meeting of the full Council 
.  
Apologies were received from Dawn McGaughay, Hazel Brand, Jack Brand, Rob Crossland, Kenneth 
Gibson, Derek Uchman and Peter Morrison. Councillors Craig Fotheringham, Sheila Hands, Beth 
Whiteside & Ben Lawrie. 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
    Sheena Cochrane stated that Jack Brand had been minuted under apologies- this was in error as Jack 
joined the meeting late. The minutes were amended and thereafter accepted.  
 
 
3. Proposal to Install 5G Mast, Hill Street. 
    Information has been received from Mono Consultancy, Culzean House, 36 Renfield Street, 
Glasgow,G2 1LU, regarding a prior notification of permitted development to upgrade the communications 
equipment at Monifieth Telephone Exchange, Hill Street, as part of the operators’ new and advanced 5G 
mobile communications network. The occupant of the house at 26 Hill Street, adjacent to the exchange 
has contacted the Community Council to express his concerns at the high levels of radiation recorded in 
his house in 2019, and the subsequent failure of the company concerned to take any action to reduce the 
strength or direction of the signals. At present the mast operates 2G,3G and 4G networks and there is a 
proposal to add a 5G network to this, potentially causing increased levels of radiation. Evidence of many 
studies made into the impact on health and environmental concerns was led and discussed at length, and 
while planning permission is not required, it was felt this is too important an issue not to raise it with 
Angus Council. Councillors agree the mast is a visual intrusion in a residential area and is in close 
proximity to Seaview School, this being against strict Government guidelines. There was also agreement 
that mobile communication in Monifieth is poor in certain areas and would benefit from an upgrade. It was 
agreed the Council would communicate its findings to Mono Consultancy, Angus Council Planning and 
Environmental Health Departments and to Graeme Dey, MSP.  
 
 
4. Correspondence  
     Matters received were; email from Seagreen advising consideration would now be given to Monifieth 
being included in the Communities Benefit Fund; 
 reply received from National Lottery approving the proposals from PC Dawn McGaughay but rejecting 
those from Leanne Morris re orienteering. She is to work on the proposal to try to get it approved; 
 email from Rhonda McFarlane, Angus Council regarding an Angus Food Growing Strategy to try to 
encourage people to grow their own food in their gardens and allotments- to be forwarded to MC McInally 
at her request due to ongoing projects at High School; 
email re Social Renewal Advisory Board- noted;  
email from Dorothy Gunn Police Scotland, re Christmas Lights switch on arrangements. Reply sent 
advising of our intention to hold virtual event;  
email from Mono Consultancy re upgrade to mast at Telephone Exchange Hill Street. (Dealt with under 
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item 3 above) 
   
5. Social Media 
     Ben Nicoll reported increased interest concerning the NHS App- test and protect. This was discussed 
and agreed it was a good thing with privacy protected and data kept only for 14 days during the 
incubation period. He also reported on the subject of the planning application dealt with at item 7 below.  
 
6.  Treasurers Report 
      Stewart Ellis reported that the balance stands at present at £17597.14.  
 
7. Planning Matters. 
      In the absence of Rob Crossland, who had forwarded details of planning applications, John Thornton 
reported applications had been made in August 2020, in respect of; 
internal alterations of porch and raised deck at 5 Auchencairn Place;  
installation of media charger and screen and flagpoles at Tesco, High Street; 
internal and external alterations and single storey extension to rear elevation of house, car parking in front 
garden and driveway access at 114 Ferry Road;  
change of use of land to east of residence to driveway and erection of garage at 114 Ferry Road; 
application to modify Condition 3 of planning permission to extend the hours of use at 27a High Street; 
change of use from office to dwellinghouse(retrospective) and associated works at 2A Dick Street.  
 
Concerns were raised regarding the application at 114 Ferry Road for change of land use, to driveway 
and erection of a garage. Following complaints from many members of the public regarding the closure of 
the path (land to the east of the dwelling house) which has been used over many years by the public and 
is seen as a right of way to gain access to playing fields, Wemyss Crescent, Monifieth High School, 
Grange Primary School, Monifieth path network and the 7 Arches, the Community Council had posted 
details of this application on its web page. This resulted in a very large number of complaints and 
comments, some of which were unfortunately abusive, and this post was removed at the request of the 
Police. The matter was discussed at length with very strong feelings expressed against the application. At 
an earlier meeting of the Community Council the question of ownership of the path was raised but at 
present this has not been established.  It was also intimated at this time that Angus Council Legal 
Department has instigated legal proceedings regarding the current status of the path as a “right of way”, 
this being contested by the house owner.  
 Advice was given that anyone who has objections to any of the applications mentioned above should 
send their views to Angus Council Planning Department, in writing or by using the Public Access View or 
Comment option online. 
It was agreed unanimously that Monifieth Community Council will make representation to Angus Council 
objecting to the proposal for change of use of land and erection of a garage at 114 Ferry Road, Monifieth. 
 
8. Police Report. 
      In the absence of a police presence due to pressing duties at this time, John Thornton reported he 
had received and cascaded the Police Report to all Councillors, the main thrust of the report being 
concerns from the Chief Constable, senior law officers and government ministers regarding the abuse  
being directed at officers as they are carrying out their duties particularly serious during the ongoing 
pandemic. An initiative “Your Safety Matters” is currently ongoing to combat violence against Police 
officers. Locally, in a 5 week period from 02/08/20, Police have received 123 calls to incidents in 
Monifieth, the majority being road traffic matters, public nuisance, youth calls, concern calls and 
neighbour disputes. There have been 24 crimes recorded, among them, 7 speeding /traffic matters, 3 
fraud, 4 assault, 3 vandalism and 2 theft. Concern has also been raised concerning reports of large 
groups of youths congregating in our area, the majority thought to be from out of town. Police are sending 
more patrols and utilizing the services of the mobile CCTV van. Reports have also been received of 
graffiti comprising swastikas and similar writings in the beachfront area. Monifieth High School will 
address these matters in their virtual assemblies and have offered the services of pupils engaged in 
Princes Trust work to assist in removing the offending paintwork. 
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9. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
   Emails were received from the Angus Councillors apologizing for non- attendance due to Angus Council 
Zoom meeting overrunning. They asked that any matters be forwarded to them for action.  
 
 
10. Public Questions. 
      Mrs McInally, Head Teacher, Monifieth High School, reported that she has received complaints from 
residents in the area surrounding the school regarding the problem of litter since the school resumed. The 
problems are manifold, including too few bins, those which are there not being emptied frequently enough 
and the actual litter itself, much of which comprises cardboard boxes for pizzas etc, which fill up bins very 
quickly. The school is addressing the problem with litter patrols, teachers and school captains patrolling 
the area, and virtual assemblies emphasising the need and responsibility of pupils to respect their town. 
The school has approached the fast food venues and has encountered the problem at one in particular, 
where the response has been they have to use the cardboard boxes as it is company policy. It was 
agreed to forward all this information to Angus Councillors to try to obtain their assistance to alleviate the 
problem.  
 
11. AOCB 
     Sheena Cochrane expressed grateful thanks to Monifieth High School for their assistance during the 
wreath laying ceremony on 15th August, commemorating the 75 anniversary of the ending of the 2nd World 
War.  
The condition of the pavement on High Street outside Servite House continues to be a major problem. 
Councillor Fotheringham to be contacted.  
Mrs McInally asked the Community Council for their help in organising their Christmas project which 
comprises delivering hampers and shoe boxes to senior citizens, this replacing their usual tea dance and 
other activities for senior citizens, all being unfortunately curtailed by the current coronavirus pandemic. 
This was discussed at length and it was agreed the Community Council should co-operate fully with the 
High School with a sub-committee holding a joint Zoom meeting on 23rd September to discuss 
arrangements.  
Stewart Ellis asked that a letter be sent to the caravan park owners concerning the anti- social behaviour 
of one of the visitors. This was discussed and it was discovered the matter was already being dealt with 
by the Police. It was agreed no action be taken.  
 
 
12. Date and time of next meeting.  
 
The next meeting of Monifieth Community Council will be held on Thursday 1st October  2020 at 7pm via 
Zoom. This is one week earlier than normal to take account of the school holidays.  
 
 
Secretary’s Note. The next meeting of the Community Council will be via Zoom on Thursday 12th 
November 2020 


