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Present: 

ROYAL BURGH OF ARBROATH COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

Approved Minute of the Virtual meeting held on Tuesday 3rd November 2020 
 

Members: Sandy Beedie, Maureen Beedie, Jan Broomhall, Jon Bruce, Kelly Bruce, Fiona Doran, Marc Ritchie, 
Graham Smith  

Local Councillors: Brenda Durno, Lois Speed 

Communities Officer: Mhiari Dickson  

Meeting: 

1. Welcome and Apologies: Marc Ritchie welcomed all those present to this virtual meeting of the 

community council and hoped everyone was keeping well and safe during these challenging times. 

Apologies: Community Councillors: Julia Smith 
 

Councillors: David Fairweather, Richard Moore and Derek Wann. 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Minutes from last meeting approved by Sandy Beedie and seconded 

by Fiona Doran. 

3. Matters Arising from previous meeting: None 
 

4. Correspondence: None 
 

5. Local Councillor Reports: 

Cllr Brenda Durno: Attended numerous council meetings on planning due to a backlog impacted 

by the current pandemic - including applications on solar panels and other topics. Opened the 

new Craft Again room within the furniture project this stops wool etc going to the dump and 

means crafters can buy wool etc at a reduced cost.  

Cllr Lois Speed: Dealt with many constituents regarding current pandemic and the health and 

social care partnership as chair.  

6. Treasurers Report: No change to account since last month, a balance of £12,847.87 - this includes 
£1,000 of skatepark money and £2,000 from league of friends for facemasks project. Xmas lights 
account total is £5,816.08. 

 

7. Police Report 

The chair covered the police report: 

Coronavirus Scotland - Angus currently within Tier 2 of the Covid Protection Scale. The chair covered all 
the other restrictions within Arbroath and Area and referred people to the Angus Council, Scottish 
Government websites and to contact the community council if they wished to receive a digital copy of the 
police report.  

 

Operation Moonbeam - Following the success of Operation Moonbeam in both 2018 and 2019, local 
policing teams will again be supported by a range of specialist resources during the Halloween and 
Bonfire Night weekends. In comparison to 2017, the past two years have seen significantly lower levels 
of violence and disorder, including that directed towards the Police and other emergency services. 
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Police dealt with 686 calls within the Arbroath ward during this period. There have been 111 crimes 
subsequently recorded in this period. 
 
11 Assaults 
8 Vandalisms  
21 Breach of Peace/Disorder  
21 Thefts/Dishonesties 
14 Drugs offences 
12 Road Traffic offences  
24 other Crimes including communication offences, sexual offences, reckless conduct, breach of court 
orders, fire-raising and extortion  
 
Crime Series: 
 
Excellent work by our local Community Investigations Unit based in Arbroath has seen a number of 
shopliftings detected to a serious and organised crime group who were wanted in a number of areas 
throughout the UK. 
 
Staff Update: 
Sgt Grace Ewing has taken up a Temporary Inspectors post covering the Tayside area and therefore 
our team of Constables remain in post with Inspector Gary Aitken. Sgt Stewart Ramsay will take up 
his community position in Carnoustie towards the end of November. 
 
Emerging issues: 
Due to lockdown local Policing community teams are seeing increased tensions in relation to current 
and historical neighbour type disputes given the circumstances of persons being at home more than 
normal. Police Communities officers continue to work with partners in housing, although many other 
organisations are still encouraging staff to remain working from home and therefore partnership working is 
limited. 
 
Due to the COVID government ruling on the number of young children and teenagers allowed to 
socialise outdoors together we would urge parents to monitor their associates and whereabouts. We 
are experiencing a rise in sightings by Police and calls from members of the public about them 
hanging around in large groups causing anti-social noise and behaviour. 

9. AOCB 

 
Sandy Beedie confirmed that although there will be no official public switch on due to Covid 19 the Xmas 
lights will still go up, he also confirmed that a tree has been requested from council and is due to arrive 
approximately 23rd of November. In discussions with cherry picker company although provisional dates 
to erect the lights are on the 22nd and 29th November.  

 

League of Friends donation - thought it to put this towards a mental health cause that be keeping 
with the covid-19 related link to this. Further discussions are taking place with the community 
council and league of friends as to which causes to distribute the money to. Update at the next 
meeting.  

 
SSE Seagreen initiative - no further update, however next meeting with Craig Mullen, SSE Communities 
Manager due before the end of the year. Covid-19 currently severely impacting on the communities 
aspect, but early work has begun in Carnoustie.  

 
Access office availability was raised as the issues concerning availability are still continuing, similar 
to pre-pandemic levels. Councillors Speed and Durno are going to raise this issue and report back to 
the community council.  
 
Issues of fire-raising around Spink Path area were discussed and Cllr Speed said she would raise 
this with the Police communities team immediately.  
 
Availability of mental services in the area were raised as a big concern e.g. lack of continuity. It was 
felt there needed to be a big improvement in this area, especially with present condition. Cllr Speed 
to raise the issue of mental health services and report back at the next meeting.  
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10. Planning 
No planning applications were received that required further discussion at the meeting 
 
 

        11. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday 1st December 2020 at 7pm. A notice will be 
placed in the papers, Facebook and notice-boards and login details will be sent out nearer to the 
actual date itself. 
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11.  


