
 
 
 
 

                    MURROES & WELLBANK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MS TEAMS Meeting held on Thursday 3rd December 2020 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: S. Anderson(Chair/Planning); G. Reid(Treas); Cllr B. Lawrie; Cllr B. Whiteside; A. 
Fraser; J. Bell;  B. Jack; I. Robertson; K. Gerrard; C. Lewis (Ballumbie RA); G Cowper (Secy); N. 
Fairweather; P. Dixon  
Apologies:  D. Murdoch; A. Martin(Vice Chair); G. Anderson(Youth Rep);   
 
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 
These were read and approved with a change to item, Proposed Crematorium, Cllr Lawrie 
was asked, if there was any plans/strategy for an additional Crematorium in Angus, Cllr 
Lawrie was not aware and he would clarify and feedback. 
  
Matters Arising 
Scottish Water 
Residents had their supply cut, as pressure was reduced to tackle the fire at Gagie. AF stated 
the Fire Service had to use water from a nearby burn to source enough pressure to douse 
the fire. AF was concerned if properties in the area had a fire in the future, pressure would 
be inadequate. SA had contacted Scottish Water regarding low pressure and they replied, 
“Scottish Water have a 24 hour help line which customers can call for advice if this situation 
arises on 08000 778 778. This may be because the emergency services have had to tap into 
the supply or if there is a spontaneous burst on the line which requires repair. There are 
circumstances when Scottish Water would make provision for emergency supplies, such as if 
customers had been without water for 12 hours. Customers who require water for 
medication etc are welcome to apply for our Priority Services Register and would 
automatically be provided with bottled water if their supply is interrupted. Please 
see https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/en/help%20and%20resources/contact%20us/addition
al%20support for further information”. AF stated new water pipes had been installed in the 
past 2 years, but this had not helped with pressure. Cllr Whiteside will contact the Fire 
Service re-pressure in the area. Cllr Whiteside informed the group there had been a serious 
fire in the Auchterhouse area and a similar issue was raised regarding water pressure. It was 
suggested the Fire Service do an audit for fire hydrants in the Sidlaw area. Cllr Whiteside will 
follow this up.  
 
Christmas Lights 
SA suggested Christmas Lights for the area next year and commented there had been no 
lights in the CC area in the past. Solar Fairy Lights wrapped around lamp posts was one idea 
and SA had contacted Angus Council, but had no response to date. Funding would hopefully 
be supported by local businesses (GC to contact) and from Angus Council. Cllr Whiteside 
suggested lights on nearby trees could be a stopgap. Cllr Laurie stated he will chase up 
Angus Council for feedback. CL stated Ballumbie Castle Residents Association is looking to 
try a similar idea. Volunteers would be requested. 

 
Proposed Crematorium 
Cllr Laurie had received correspondence from Angus Council which stated there was nothing 
specific in the Angus Plan concerning Crematoria. Any application submitted would be taken 
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on its own merits. IR thanked Cllr Laurie for his input to confirm the Angus Council position. 
IR stated he had contacted Fraser McKenzie, Planning Officer at Angus Council and to date 
he was awaiting a response. Cllr Whiteside offered to contact the planning team to chase a 
response. IR asked if a planning application is submitted before the next CC meeting, can CC 
still be contacted re concerns. SA confirmed if necessary, another meeting could be 
arranged. SA confirmed the CC is a statutory body and should be notified of any application. 
SA would inform IR if there was any notification of a planning application. Cllr Whiteside 
suggested asking the applicant to attend if a meeting is to be arranged in order both sides 
can put their point forward. SA confirmed the CC is neutral and cannot take sides, but would 
put forward any material factors that were of concern.  
 
Roads 
GC reported the C6 near Hallys Garage where flooding was a constant problem is in the 
process of repair. It was hoped this would solve the flooding issue. 
 
Cllr Laurie spoke about the Digital SMART Villages. As villages had little or no transport for 
young people to access recreation in nearby towns, he suggested Youth Reps could try to 
get ideas from young people to try and solve this issue, reporting back to Cllr Laurie with any 
findings. KG said she would pass on info to the Guide Leader in Wellbank. Cllr Laurie’s email 
address is: CllrBLawrie@angu.gov.uk if contacting direct. 
 
NF stated Lovell Road, Wellbank to Quarry Cottages is dangerous with speeding vehicles, 
along with the rest of the roads in Wellbank. NF would like speed reduced from 60 to 40 and 
asked if this can be followed up. 
 
Cycle Paths 
AF stated there were no paths for horses mentioned in the discussion on paths. AF stated 
roads were dangerous for horse riders and vehicles were too close when passing. There 
were no places mentioned where horses were allowed to use designated land. AF suggested 
horses be added to the Paths Network. 
Cllr Whiteside informed the meeting it was the general intention to improve paths, but rural 
paths would be costly. Cllr Whiteside stated there are travel plans for Arbroath and the 
surrounding areas, but Cllr Whiteside will keep asking for rural path improvements. 
 
SSE 
SA suggested a representative from SSE be invited to our next meeting in February to 
outline their objectives in the coming year. The group agreed. 
 
Winter Maintenance  
Cllr Laurie had sent feedback from Angus Council regarding winter maintenance, but there 
are to be no changes this financial year. Link to the committee reports below; 
https://www.angus.gov.uk/media/agenda_item_no_6_report_no_19920_winter_service_p
olicy_and_provision_for_202021 
https://www.angus.gov.uk/roads_parking_and_travel/roads_and_pavements/winter_gritti
ng_and_snow_clearing/roads_and_pavements_gritting_routes 
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Police report 
Scammers were causing concern. Local residents have been targeted by phone scammers. 
Local residents were reminded of COVID restrictions. 
Neighbour disputes had been reported to Police Scotland. 
 
AF reported a serious incident had taken place at Gagie. A driver had been charged and 
prosecuted, but the report had gone into the Tealing CC area report. Police boundaries are 
Kellas/Murroes and Wellbank. Gagie is in Tealing. AF stated with the volume of traffic in the 
area, road users should be more tolerant. 
SA hoped that 2021 would bring a more positive outcome report. The most recent Police 
Scotland report will be issued out with the minutes. 
 
Planning Applications 
East Greenford- Extension and Garage –no concerns 
Knowehead Farm, Sheilhill Rd- Agricultural Barn converted to Dance Studio- No concerns  
Ladywell House, Monikie – Driveway and Extension– no concerns 
 
IR asked how many households approx are in our CC area. GC stated around 1250 residents 
are in the area 
 
Treasurers Report 
As at 1st October 2020 there is £1,012.45 in the account. Hall Rentals etc still to be paid, 
although this will be significantly reduced. 
 
Secy Report 
GC had contacted the Head of UK Insurance Companies regarding householder’s policies 
and the new Fire Alarm laws coming into force in 2022. They advised all householders to 
contact their own insurance company regarding this matter as they may vary from company 
to company. 
 
AOCB 
Wellbank Hall Update 
KG stated they are trying to open Wellbank Hall for groups etc in January 2021. They will be 
adapting to the COVID situation with regard to safety/hygiene/opening doors/windows and 
following Government advice. It would be good if the youth groups will be able to resume in 
Jan 2021 and KG thanked the Local Youth Group Workers for getting in touch to give advice 
on how to engage with young people in the area.  There are no confirmed ages or dates for 
potential projects, but KG can see positive steps in the area. 
SA commented on football training which PC Steve Wilson, before he retired, had been 
successful in bringing to Wellbank and KG stated this is hoped to be resurrected with the 
Youth Group. It was hoped that Wellbank Hall will be a place where local children can come 
for a positive experience. 
Cllr Whiteside stated how good it was to hear positive things for the future. 
 
Wellbank Flooding 
KG also commented on flooding at Wellbank War Memorial which local residents had tried 
to pump out, but not successful. Cllr Laurie will raise this with Angus Council Roads Dept. 
The flooding has been reported, but is now becoming worse. 
 
 
 



Wellbank parking and Speeding 
KG commented on the speeding and indiscriminate parking on the streets, particularly 
around the school. The Head Teacher had contacted all parents, but the situation had not 
changed. KG was concerned an accident would happen. Cllr Whiteside stated all schools in 
the area are suffering the same problem. KG asked Cllr Whiteside if there was funding to 
turn the grass area at the school into parking spaces.  
 
Dog Fouling 
KG also stated dog fouling was a big problem especially in the vicinity of the school. KG had 
contacted the Dog Warden but it was still an issue.  
 
Ballumbie Castle Residents Association Update 
CL the Chairperson from Ballumbie Castle Residents Association stated Greenbelt was a 
company who maintained the area at Ballumbie Castle, which was funded by the residents. 
The residents association has an active Facebook page which keeps residents up to date 
with the estate. The play park in the area is 10 years old and used not only by the estate 
children, but from outside the area too. The residents are looking to raise money to 
purchase new equipment as the park equipment had been damaged. CL stated they had 
received communication from the owner of Ballumbie Castle with regard to the 
development of a walled garden in the ruins of the old castle. CL stated residents would be 
keen to be involved.  SA stated funding for CC’s from SSE may help with the play park and 
castle project, but further discussion with SSE would be required to confirm criteria for 
funding.  
CL was looking to meet the owner of the castle in the near future to find out further details. 
 
Wellbank Play Park 
KG stated Wellbank Park equipment is also requiring updating. SA suggested funding from 
SSE could possibly help with this, but clarity on funding criteria is required. GK also stated 
the Hall car park is in need of resurfacing and it was suggested it would benefit from electric 
vehicle charging points. 
 
NHS 
SA had received communication from NHS regarding prescriptions and a new strategy which 
could look to help residents on long term illness (News Letter Attached). GC stated this 
could also be posted on the Facebook page. 
 
Burnside of Duntrune 
BJ stated there was flooding at Charlie’s Cottages (East of Duntrune House). This would be 
reported. 
He also said he had noticed two official looking men looking at the bridge at Burnside of 
Duntrune. He thought it was maybe for structural reasons. 
 
 
Date of next meeting 
FUTURE ‘MS TEAM’ MEETING 
 
THURSDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2021 AT 7.30PM 
 

The Chair closed the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. 
 
 
 


