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Tayside Division 
Angus LPA 

LPA Commander - Chief Inspector Wayne Morrison 
 

 
LOCAL COMMUNITY POLICING AREA REPORT – Tue 2nd Feb 2021  

 
Local Community 
Policing Area 

Arbroath and Landward 
taysidecommunitywardsarbroath@scotland.pnn.police.uk 

Local Area Inspector Inspector Gary Aitken gary.aitken3@scotland.pnn.police.uk 

Local Community 
Policing Team 

Constable Darren Burnett (darren.burnett@scotland.pnn.police.uk)  
Constable Suzie Stark (suzanne.stark@scotland.pnn.police.uk) 
Constable Gordon Smith (gordon.smith5@scotland.pnn.police.uk)  
Constable David Voigt (david.voigt@scotland.pnn.police.uk) 

 
To be sent to the following Community Council email addresses a few days before the 
meeting documenting the previous month’s activity. 
 
Arbroath CC – arbroathcommunitycouncil@gmail.com 
Alex King cllrking@angus.gov.uk 
David Fairweather cllrfairweather@angus.gov.uk 
Derek Wann cllrwann@angus.gov.uk 
Brenda Durno cllrdurno@angus.gov.uk 
Lois Speed cllrspeed@angus.gov.uk 
David Lumgair cllrlumgair@angus.gov.uk 
Richard Moore cllrmoore@angus.gov.uk 
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PART A 

NATIONAL AND LOCAL CAMPAIGNS AND MESSAGES 
 

 

 
Check out our web page: 
 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/ 

 

CORONAVIRUS IN SCOTLAND 
FAQs - Police Powers in relation to Covid-19 
The Scottish Government has lots of information about the measures on its website, including a set of 
frequently asked questions. 

What powers do police have under the new legislation? 

The UK and Scottish Governments have introduced separate pieces of legislation in order to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 in our communities. This has been done to save lives and protect the NHS. The 
legislation can be found here: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 
Detailed guidance on these restrictions are available on the Scottish Government's website. 
The legal restrictions also come with exceptions and details of these are also available on the Scottish 
Government’s website. 

Why are the powers needed? 

The powers are necessary to help manage the spread of COVID-19 by providing public health officers, 
constables and immigration officers with the tools they will need if people do not comply with social 
distancing restrictions or, for example, requests to undergo screening and assessment, or requests to self-
isolate. 
 
 
How will you use the powers? 

Police Scotland is founded upon public service and operates under the fundamental principle of policing by 
consent. The powers granted under the Coronavirus Act will enable officers to fulfil their duty to uphold the 
law and keep the public safe. 

https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
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Our officers will continue to engage with the public in a positive and constructive tone as we support our 
colleagues in the health service at this extraordinary time. The powers being afforded to our officers will be 
used as a last resort and only where people are defying very clear and sensible advice, which is designed to 
protect them from harm. 

Officers will: 

Engage: ask whether an individual is aware of the government request; establish individual circumstances 
and how quickly someone can comply 

Explain: the risks to public health and to the NHS in line with government guidance 

Encourage: voluntary compliance 

Enforce: if faced with non-compliance and only as a last resort. 

We are asking people to take personal responsibility to do the right thing and remember the purpose of these 
measures is to aid the collective effort to protect the NHS and save lives by preventing the virus from 
spreading. 

Our officers will continue to engage with the public, explain the legislation and guidance and encourage 
compliance. We will use enforcement as a last resort only where there is a clear breach of the legislation. We 
will do so in a fair, reasonable and proportionate manner. 
 
What does ‘kept’, ‘remove’ and ‘taken into custody’ mean in the Bill / Act? 

This is not an arrest, it is a limited form of custody where police have care and control of a person to ensure 
their compliance with any direction or restriction. 
 
Will people be stopped by police when travelling to work? 

The travel restrictions include exemptions, including going to work. 

Officers understand that many people will still need to travel to and from work if they are unable to work 
from home. In the unlikely event that someone is stopped when travelling to work, officers will enquire and 
engage positively. 

Will the police be conducting road checkpoints? 

The Scottish Government has announced some travel restrictions as part of the national effort to stop the 
spread of coronavirus. 

Detailed guidance on these restrictions are available on the Scottish Government's website. 

The Chief Constable has said publicly on numerous occasions that we will not be routinely stopping vehicles 
or setting up road blocks, and that will not change as a result of travel restrictions now being in law. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
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However, officers may in the course of their duties come across people who are travelling from one local 
authority area to another. In areas where travel restrictions apply, officers will continue to use the common 
sense, discretion and excellent judgement that they have applied since the crisis began. 
 
 
 

Recent crimes/issues in the area: 
 
 
Assessment period 1/12/20 –31/01/21  
 
Police dealt with 1380 calls within the Arbroath wards area during this period. 
 
There have been 284 crimes subsequently recorded in this period with an overall 59% detection rate 
to date, with some enquiries still ongoing.  
 
45  Assaults  
25  Vandalisms   
34  Breach of Peace/Disorder  
34  Thefts/Dishonesties   
18  Drugs offences  
34  Road Traffic Offences 
  7  Frauds 
  
 87 Other crimes including communication offences, suspicious incidents, sexual offences, weapons,   
      reckless conduct, Covid tickets and breach of court orders.  
 
 
 
 
Emerging issues: 
Unfortunately due to the current lockdown situation police are receiving a high number of calls and  
e-mails regarding persons breaching COVID guidelines and laws.  Please encourage your friends, 
family members and neighbours to abide by these guidelines and help everyone keep safe. 
 
Local Policing community teams are seeing increased tensions in relation to current and historical 
neighbour type disputes given the circumstances of persons being at home more than normal. We 
continue to work with partners in housing, although many other organisations are still encouraging 
staff to remain working from home and therefore partnership working is limited.   
 
There are also tighter COVID restrictions on youths socialising and we would urge parents to monitor 
their children’s whereabouts and associates.  We will continue to have a presence in hot spot areas 
and deal with any acts of anti-social behaviour robustly and be taking their details and any unruly 
kids home to their parents. 
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 Online Shopping/Commercial businesses  
It is very true to say that this has been a year of increased activity and reliance on the internet for many 
reasons and as we know there is a big increase in online shopping. We want to raise awareness of online 
consumerism in order to support your online shopping experience.  
Online scams reach us in many formats mainly as emails, some of which are cleverly convincing, but as 
we consider the types of shopping deals that we are seeing online and the pressure to buy “before stocks 
run out”, we want you to be careful when you shop online as these cheap deals can often be scams and 
you might not even receive the item you think you have purchased. You may also receive a cleverly 
worded email with the company logo in a follow up email from the company or pretending to be a bank 
asking for more details regarding your purchase and more of your personal details. Businesses are also 
being targeted and emails hacked into and bogus requests pretending to be from existing customers for 
additional payments or to advise they have changed their bank details for you to forward money to in the 
future. Please ensure you clarify any changes in person or over the phone with a known contact at the 
company. 
So please make careful considerations before you click and make purchases online. If you don’t 
recognise the business, you have the option to research it or the site and you should be without doubt 
you are sure who you are giving your money to. Or find a recognised seller and do business with them - It 
might be a few pounds more but at least you know who you are dealing with.  
You can report suspicious emails by forwarding the original message to the Suspicious Email Reporting 
Service (SERS) at report@phishing.gov.uk. Online frauds can also be reported to Action Fraud, which is 
a national fraud reporting centre by telephone 0300 123 2040 or online. Please also contact your bank 
asap if you are out of pocket. 
If you receive a suspicious text you can forward this to 7726 which spells SPAM on your key pad.  
If you have been a victim of crime, and it is not an ongoing emergency, you can report this to Police Scotland 
on 101. For all emergency calls, dial 999. 
 
 
 
 
ARBROATH HOME FOOTBALL FIXTURES 
 
Sat 6th Feb   Arbroath v Dunfermline   1500hrs 
 
Sat 20th Feb  Arbroath v Raith Rovers 1500hrs 
 
 
These will be played behind closed doors with a live footage streaming service available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk


OFFICIAL 
NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 

RESTRICTED 
 

NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 
RESTRICTED 

Page 6 of 7 

 
Other topics of note or messages: 
At the moment we still don’t have a community sergeant for Arbroath. The post has been advertised 
and applicants will be assessed and interviewed in the near future. 
Our community colleague Darren Burnett sustained a nasty broken left arm and shoulder socket 
when we were pursuing someone the week before Christmas and after an operation to pin it back 
together will be off work for a few months to recover. 
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PART B 
Feedback from Community Council 

(Issues raised worthy of police interest for feedback) 
  E mail with this document attached sent by PC Gordon Smith as non-

attendance due to COVID-19 guidelines 
 

Raised by 

1   

2   

 
3   

4   

 
5 

  

 
6 
 

  

 
IF ANY ISSUES OR FEEDBACK PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM – to Local 
Community Policing Team if no officer present at meeting to note them. 

taysidecommunitywardsarbroath@scotland.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:taysidearbroathwardscommunity@scotland.pnn.police.uk
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