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MONIFIETH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ZOOM MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2020 
 
 

 
Chairperson: Ben Nicoll 
Present; Stewart Ellis, Lloyd Melville & John Thornton. 
Others: Councillor Beth Whiteside.  Members of Public; Mrs M-C McInally, Leanne Wilson, Greg Will   
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

 The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the Zoom meeting. 
.  
Apologies were received from Sheena Cochrane, Dawn McGaughay, Rob Crossland, Derek Uchman, 
Jack Brand, Hazel Brand and Peter Morrison, Councillors Ben Lawrie, Sheila Hand and Craig 
Fotheringham.  
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising. 
    The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as read.  
 
3. Correspondence  
    Emails received included several re donation to Hamper and shoebox appeal from Tesco; 
Town Centre Funding- extra money to be made available- short timescale for spending- Beth Whiteside 
asks for suggestions. John Thornton asked re possibility of spending some of this for bins for High Street. 
To be pursued. 
Angus Development Plan. Advance notice of delay to prepared statement due to Planning (Scotland) Act 
2019. Discussed. 
Emails regarding Remembrance Day Ceremony 8.11.20. All dealt with and in order. 
Review re Travelling funfairs. Discussed and noted.  
Notification re Bi Annual Meeting. Same night as MCC meeting and apology sent. 
Email from Jamie Richards, CEO of AEDdonate- keeping in touch- date to be arranged for installation 
once Covid 19 allows. 
Email received re a possible laptop for MCC. Stewart has received notification Angus Council will pay up 
to £400. Discussed and purchase to be made when appropriate.  
Email re parking review focus groups. Discussed- Beth Whiteside explained this is mainly to do with off 
street parking of which we have none- No action. 
Email received re closure for 1 day of High Bridge leading to waterfront on Tuesday 17.11.20 to allow 
work by Network Rail. 
All correspondence was cascaded to Councillors. 
 
4. Tier 3 Restrictions. 
    Ben Nicoll, Vice Chairperson of Monifieth Community Council read out a personal statement as follows; 
 
   “Good evening, everyone.  My name is Ben Nicoll, and I am the vice-chairperson of Monifieth 
Community Council. 
During the past eight months, we have been dealing with the global COVID-19 pandemic as it has taken 
hold of our daily lives, our local community and our local economy.  The effect this virus has had on our 
community is devastating. 
On behalf of Monifieth Community Council, I would like to express my sincere condolences to members of 
our community who may have lost someone close they once knew due to this virus.  I would also like to 
pay tribute to those who are currently fighting this virus, as well as our local economy which is still 
struggling under the current pressures. 
As you will all be aware, earlier this month, the Scottish Government introduced a new tiered system of 
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restrictions for Scotland in order to suppress the virus.  Angus was given the very positive news of being 
placed in the tier 2 of these 5 tiers. Unfortunately, though, this was short-lived, and as announced on 
Tuesday 10th November by Scotland’s First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, Angus has slipped down into tier 3 
restrictions as of tomorrow, Friday 13th November. 
This served a severe blow to our small community.  Some businesses will luckily still be able to operate 
under these restrictions.  However, some will, as the most viable option for their business, have to close 
as a result of the tier 3 restrictions being imposed in Angus. 
Monifieth Community Council would like to issue this plea to our community – please follow these 
restrictions.  We fully understand and appreciate how upsetting and distressing these changes can be, 
and how disruptive these can be on our daily lives.  However, this is our chance to continue doing the 
right thing for our community, and most of all – you, your family and your friends. 
Please continue to support local businesses, where possible, whenever you can.  Please respect the 
restrictions placed within our region.  Remember “FACTS”.  And above all, stay safe and well. 
Monifieth Community Council is always here to support the people of Monifieth. 
There is light at the end of the tunnel – let’s stay focused and beat the virus once and for all.”   
 
5. Social Media 
    Ben Nicoll reported on the Remembrance Day commemoration. All worked well and the event on 
Sunday 8th November was filmed for livestreaming- social distancing maintained by all attendees. Plan 
was initiated to allow members of groups wishing to lay their own wreaths to attend at different times.  
M-C McInally said that the High School carried out a very moving service involving the whole school, 
which comprised a 2 minutes silence, slides, reading out of the names of the local fallen and a silent 
prayer, followed by a haunting rendition of the Last Post. She was grateful for the work carried out by 
Derek Farrell and the 6th years who were responsible for the organization of the entire event. The 
recording of the event would be available to any local organization.  
M-C reported that since the report of our area moving into Tier 3, it had been decided all pupils and staff 
should wear masks. Emails were sent out to all parents and only 2 were received refusing consent- many 
of the pupils are in fact wearing their masks at lunchtime, going to the shops.  
Ben has placed a request on Facebook asking for names for recipients of the hampers/shoeboxes and 12 
replies have been received to date. It is expected more will be received from Monifieth Befrienders. 
A request was posted on Our Monifieth for funding for an appeal to be made at the High Court to oppose 
the reported installation of 5G equipment at the BT site in Hill Street. This caused much controversy and 
was subsequently removed after a short period of time.  
 
6.  Treasurers Report 
      Stewart Ellis reported that the balance stands at present at £17307.14. Stewart proposed purchasing 
another £200 of goods etc. for the hampers and shoeboxes at the High School. Ben Nicoll said he did not 
want to see us supporting only 1 school and ignoring the others. It was agreed there had been full 
involvement from the High school from day 1 while there had been no involvement in our meetings from 
either Grange or Seaview. The Community Council had intended making a contribution to a local cause, 
of £200, as there was much less money spent this year on the Christmas lights switch on but this had 
proved problematic to put into practice. 
 
7. Planning Matters. 
     Rob Crossland was unable to attend the meeting but sent details of the previous application for 
planning consent for a 5G mast at Ashludie bus turning circle which had been refused by Angus Council. 
The matter had been appealed to the Scottish Government and the DPEA Reporter has allowed the 
appeal. 
Planning applications for October were for a single storey extension to the existing house at 11 reform 
Street, alterations to form new patio doors and glazing at 3 North Balmossie Street and change of use 
and alterations at 10A Princes Street to form a dwelling house. None of the above raise any concerns.  
No decision has been made at this date in relation to 114 Ferry Road, though Angus Council are claiming 
a servitude right of vehicle access and are objecting to change of use and development which would 
prevent this and extinguish public right of way deemed to be held under the Land Reform (Scotland ) Act 
2003.  
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8. Police Report. 
      In the absence of a police presence due to pressing duties at this time, John Thornton reported he 
had received and cascaded the Police Report to all Councillors. Methods of protecting yourselves and 
others during the period of the pandemic are the main thrust of the Police Report, details of which will be 
passed on request.  
During the period 01/10/20 to 10/11/20, 161 calls have been made to the control centre. These include 
flooding issues, road traffic matters, theft, assault, domestic incidents, public nuisance, frauds and breach 
of Covid rules. There were 19 crimes reported including, drunk driving, threatening behaviour (2), theft, 
cruelty to dogs, assault (3), stalking, interdict offences, accident offences (4), driving with no insurance, 
fraud (2), careless driving and vandalism. 
Dawn McGaughay delivered letters to all shops selling eggs asking them not to sell to youths as this has 
led in the past to eggs being thrown at houses and vehicles. As a result, there were no reports of egg 
throwing- well done Dawn. There has only been one report of fireworks being set off carelessly/recklessly, 
though Ben Nicoll noted that fireworks are being set off close to his house at all times of the day and  
night. Unfortunately, modern fireworks are extremely loud. We would ask people show consideration for 
others when setting off fireworks. 
Scams and frauds are still being perpetrated in our area and we are reminded not to give out any bank or 
other details on the phone. When in doubt, always phone your bank, using a different phone.  PC 
McGaughay is intending to arrange a drop - in session at the Tesco car park to dispense advice regarding 
scams, depending on Covid 19 rules at the time.  
 A report was read out of a lady and her dog being attacked by an elderly lady on the path beside the 
Tayview Caravan park. This matter is under enquiry.  
Sgt Grace Ewing is moving on and her place is being taken by Sgt Stewart Ramsay at the end of 
November. We wish Grace all the best in her new role.  
 
9. Angus Councillors’ Reports. 
   Councillor Beth Whiteside stated there had been a good attendance at the Bi Annual Community 
Councils meeting held via Zoom, with topics raised including transport and park and ride.  
Beth reported there would be a presentation to Angus Council relating to Children in Learning on the 
Tuesday following. 
As no general waste is accepted at Monifieth skip site, progress is being made in gaining access to 
Baldovie for local residents.  
Beth reported on the recent announcement of proposals to build a new school for Monifieth following the 
collapse of the Western Gateway school project, details on Angus Council website.  
 
10. Public Questions. 
      None 
 
11. AOCB 
      Mrs McInally gave further information regarding the Children in Learning presentation, carried out via 
Zoom and phone, which will involve Monifieth High 6th year pupils who are befrienders.  
We were reminded that the following day, Friday 13th November is “World Kindness Day”, - the School 
Captains have prepared an assembly for the whole school, pupils and staff, and have put together a 
“Kindness Checklist”. The school is also donating 100 shoeboxes to the associated “Shoebox Appeal”. An 
email from School Captain, Greg Will, thanking Councillors for the work carried out on behalf of the 
Community was received and cascaded to all members of Monifieth Community Council. We were very 
grateful for such a kind and thoughtful gesture. 
Ben Nicoll reminded everyone of the Facebook streaming of the switch on of the Christmas Lights and 
the events in the week leading up to the 29th, all of which can also be seen on Facebook.  
 
12. Date and time of next meeting.  
The next meeting of Monifieth Community Council will be held on Thursday 11th Febriuary 2021 at 7pm 
via Zoom. 


