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1Issue 25 - March 2021

This is our first newsletter for 2021. Thank you to
everyone who has submitted articles this month. Its
been a difficult 12 months but hopefully we will soon be
able to get back to holding community events and 
seeing eachother again. 

The next newsletter will be published in May. Please
send any content/articles to aileenmbaird@yahoo.com.

Please keep using our newsletter Facebook page to
share details of any local groups or information that
benefits our community. If you are new to the page
please take time to read the group rules.

We also have a village email distribution list. if you woud
like to join the list please email:
comcoumcil@auchterhouse.com
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The Community Council has not met formally
since last year.  However that does not mean
that we have been ignoring our duties and 
responsibilities to you, the Auchterhouse 
community. Thank goodness for emails and our
Facebook page. Folk have been able to contact
us with their concerns and we have responded,
with advice or possible solutions.

The extreme weather has caused most issues.
The heavy rain caused excess water on the
Brae in two main places. At the top of the Brae,
the drain needed repair. This was done fairly
quickly following contact with Angus Council
Roads Department. The other area is below
Pipers Way where water floods past the drain.
That also went to the Roads Department but I
am not sure if the problem has been resolved.

The snow caused a great deal of annoyance
particularly at Balkello Wood where inconsiderate
drivers parked on the road side. Conversations
with Forestry and Land Scotland eventually led
to the agreement that grit bins be installed on
the steep access road. 

Auchterhouse Community Council Activities
Winter 2021
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The suggestion that a more level exit out of the
woodland would be beneficial was deemed too
costly when FLS are under so much pressure
elsewhere. Maybe that can be kept under 
consideration for the future.

Angus Council was approached to see if they
would consider putting a temporary parking 
restriction on that stretch of the road. That is
being considered but all these things take time.
Meantime we must thank Bob Black who is
often called to tow cars out of trouble. Thanks
also to the people who live close to the woodland
who are often approached for help, which can
be annoying and disruptive.

There also is a problem with the decision to 
not clear or grit side roads at the weekend 
and Bank Holidays. It does mean that these
roads can be left for 3 days with potentially
dangerously icy surfaces. Our Angus Councillors
have been asked to discuss this decision when
the winter budget is discussed for next winter.
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The weather has played havoc with the road surfaces but you can appreciate this is a country wide
issue. Angus Council are working on Leoch Road which was particularly bad. Please let them
know where there are issues, though it may take time for action. 

Use their helpline below to report a pothole, street lighting or other road/street issue: 

https://anguscouncil-self.achieveservice.com/service/report_potholes_and_other_road_defects 

We have continued to keep an eye on local planning applications and have commented on a 
couple, not to object but simply to request more information and clarification.

Finally if you are not on the community email list so missing out on local issues, please  
c ontact Aileen Baird on: 

comcouncil@auchterhouse.com

Shiona Baird
Chair

Auchterhouse Community Council Activities
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After John Forster’s many years of dedication as Treasurer of the CC he has decided to step down.
We send our thanks to John for his time on the CC and his valuable contributions to our meetings
and activities.

We are now looking for someone to take up the role of Treasurer. The Community Council meets
6 times a year on the third Thursday in February, April, June, August, October and December. We
normally meet in the Village Hall but our meetings have been virtual since the start of the pandemic. 

Here are some details about the role of Treasuer:

• Auchterhouse Community Council (ACC) has internet banking so all activities are done on-line.
All money coming in from Angus Council do so as a BACS payment. Most outgoings are transfer
payments to the team cleaning the Park toilets and any purchase necessary in the work of
ACC. Any payments require two approved signatories. There is rarely more than one payment
made in any one month.

• The role of the Treasurer is to maintain the accounts for Auchterhouse Community Council and
report the balance and any significant activities to ACC at their normal bi-monthly meetings.
Irregular Zoom meetings are currently held, with email the usual method of communication.

• The present Treasurer is willing to provide any advice needed in the handover. He will bring
everything up-to-date before handover.

• Ideally, the Treasurer should become a Community Councillor but until the next election, the
position will be as a co-opted member. Other options will be considered.

If this role sounds like something you would be interested in please contact 
comcouncil@auchterhouse.com for more information. 

Treasurer Role for Auchterhouse Community Council
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Angus Council are seeking local opinion on Housing in Angus 
and other related issues.  

This survey will help Angus Council in the Tayside area plan for the future of housing in the area,
making sure it meets the needs of residents.

The public survey will officially launch on Wednesday 3rd March and will last approximately 4
weeks until 2nd April. 

Angus Council will however gauge the number of responses nearer that time to see they we need 

Here is the link to the survey should you wish to participate 

www.researchresource.co.uk/AngusHousingNeed.html

The above information was supplied by Colin McGarva Policy Officer - Housing Strategy Team,
Angus Council

Tayplan – Housing Need & Demand 
Assessment Household Survey
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AUCHTERHOUSE WEATHER 2020
By John Brush
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January 2020 started off with a very mild month and the mean temperature was 4.9°C which is
2.3° higher than the long term average of 2.6°C. The first snow of winter occurred on the 28th
when about 4cms fell.  Rainfall during that month was only 43.1mms which is 52% of the average
for that month of 82.4mms.

February was a much wetter month with a total of 133.5mms.  Mean temperature was again
above average, with average sunshine hours and two gales. March continued with a lot of rain 
but this stopped abruptly about the 15th of that month and the rest of the month was pretty 
dry. Total rainfall was only 30.7mms which is 47% of average. There was a little snow on the
12th, but this melted rapidly. Sunshine for February and March were close to average.

April is often the driest month of the year at Auchterhouse and this proved to be the case this
year. Only 10.9mms fell which is 19% of the average of 57.3mms. May was also a dry month with
only 23.8mms falling. Sunshine during May was 225.4 hours which is a pretty high total and this
turned out to be the sunniest month of the year. May also produced the highest temperature of
the year with 25.3°C. Unfortunately the early promise of a fine summer were soon dashed when
June arrived. Total rainfall for June was 74.3mms, 11% above average for that month. Sunshine
hours were 125.5 hours, 87% of average. Mean temperature was 13.6°, 1.1° above average.



July 2020 was quite a wet month, with 97.2mms, 50% greater than average. Sunshine was 130 hours,
quite a bit lower than the mean figure for that month of 151 hours. Mean temperature of 13.6°C
(same as June’s) was 0.5° below average. August 2020 was a pretty sunless month at 104.6 hours
(there were 7 sunless days) and it was again wet 140.4mms which is 77% above average. Altogether
the summer of 2020 was not a good one.

September provided some better than expected weather with a mean temperature of 11.8°, close to
average and sunshine hours of 132.3 hours, 11 hours greater than the mean. Rainfall was well below
average. October disappointed with record rainfall (214.9mms) and sunshine of 60.9 hours compared
with the norm which is 97.5 hours. 

November 2020 was a relatively normal month with mean temperature close to average, sunshine
on the low side and rainfall 56.1mms which is 64% of average. The year ended with a wet December
(139.4mms)  which is 77% greater than the norm and very little sunshine (11 dull days and total
sunshine hours of 36.8 hours which is a lot less than the average figure of 59.7 hours).

2020 will be remembered as a fairly average year. One measure of the pleasantness of the summer
is the number of days when the temperature exceeds 21°C. For 2020 that figure was 19 whereas for
2018 which can be remembered as a really good summer it was 35. There was very little snow during
the year and the total rainfall was 1007mms which is substantially greater than the mean annual
rainfall for Auchterhouse which is 879mms. Sunshine hours total for the year was 1328 hours 
which is just below the average of 1,365 hours.

John Brush
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Team Auchterhouse Learning Together
Our usual Scottish Afternoon of singing, dancing and fun was unable to go
ahead this year due to lockdown. Instead, our P1-4 and P5-7 class had
their own virtual Scottish afternoon with children reciting their poems, 
listening to Scottish music, drinking Irn-Bru and eating shortbread. 

We very much hope that next year we can have this as a community event,
and everyone can help us celebrate Burn's Day in Team Auchterhouse style!

Can you help develop our outdoor play?

We are looking for Tree cookies (Wooden discs). Any wood.
Diameter: 5-20cm (2-8in) approx.
Thickness: 2-5cm (1-2in) approx.

The tree cookies would help us to support play and learning using natural
resources. 

Experiences would be supported in:
o Literacy and numeracy
o Fine motor skills
o Nature observations
o creativity

We are also looking for any old pots, pans and kitchen utensils for use in
the P1-P7 mud kitchen. If you are able to help with donating any of the
above items, please drop them off at the school office (we would ask that
you wait outside the office door and not to enter the school due to restrictions
in place) or alternatively, give us a call on 768091 and we can arrange
collection. 

Thank you!
Mrs Laura Cowper, Headteacher
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Sidlaw Churches News
We as a Church and a village were so saddened to here of the death of Nancy Low. Nancy married
Sam in 1957. Their first home was Dronley Burn, then moved to the farm at Whitefaulds, Auchterhouse.
She raised four sons to be proud of. Sam and Nancy retired to stay in the village.  

Nancy was a huge pillar of the community. She was in the Chair of the Hall committee, WRI and 
Afternoon Club. She served on the Community Council and was a lifelong member of the Church
Guild and WRI. Nancy sadly lost Sam in 1999, then her son David in 2017. She had four grandchildren
who made her so proud in many ways. Nancy was content and positive during these last months of
lockdown and failing health. She died peacefully in Ninewells on 30th December last year.
Nancy we will all miss you. Rest in peace.

The Church lost another remarkable lady on 10th January just past. Mrs Jean Fleming and her son
John moved to North Mains of Baldovan, Strathmartine when Andrew and Joyce Barr retired from
the farm and moved to Longforgan. Jean was confined to the house in a wheelchair, but that did not
stop her from befriending many of us in and around the district. She was such a joy to visit, you
were always made very welcome and loved to hear our chat. Jean and I shared a love of sheep, 
so there was always something to say to cheer her up. Jean celebrated her 100th birthday on 
Christmas Day 2020.  Due to restrictions, she was unable to have friends or family to celebrate 
with her. But John and neighbours gave her a day that John will always remember.

Photo: Liam Yule 10



Sadly, she deteriorated after that and died at home with John by her side. She
will also be sorely missed by us, but especially by John her only child. He has
been with her since he was born and looked after her with much care and love 
in her later years. You rest in peace too Jean.

Just before we went into lockdown at the end of 2020 the Church had a very
successful Christmas service with the maximum of 50 in attendance. It was so
uplifting to have a ‘full’ Church. When we were able to re-open in September
2020 it was evident by the numbers turning out on a Sunday, that many people
were missing being able to get together for worship and a wee chat, be it a wee
bit further apart than usual.

On the last Sunday of December the number allowed at worship was reduced to
20. That was a 9.30am service and our Interim Moderator James Wilson gave
Communion, which, after so long without, was very meaningful for us all.  If all
goes well with the road map out of lockdown Churches will be allowed to open up
again from 5th April. Numbers we will be allowed has yet to be announced. 

5th April is Easter Monday, so it is hoped we will be allowed to open on Easter
Sunday. But, if this is to be with only 20, it may not be possible, because Easter
Sunday brings in more than 20 worshipers. During January we have had a 
successful trail of worshiping on Zoom with teething problems at the beginning,
which is to be expected. This will continue into March. We meet at 10am on 
Sunday morning. Garry Stewart can give you the link if you would like to join us.
If you would have told me a month ago, I would be able to attend meeting on
Zoom and on camera too I would not have believed you. I received a camera
sent from my daughter and a son to help set up, I no longer had an excuse.
Aren’t we all getting very technically minded?  

Continue to take care and be good.

Elizabeth Millar



Auchterhouse Parish Church has registered with the ecumenical Eco-
Congregations programme which helps churches make the link between
environmental issues and Christian faith. An eco-congregation responds
in practical action in the church and in the lives of individuals in the
local and global community.

So in our Church we are now looking at what we can do to promote
biodiversity in and around the church.  Through the Tayside Biodiversity
Partnership we are looking at the Tayside Green Kirk and Graveyard
Initiative.  It’s fascinating to learn about these groups who are quietly
working away to improve our world. The Church Session are looking
at improving the habitat in the graveyard by planting insect friendly
perennial plants, making the area more attractive and interesting to
humans as well. The other project under consideration is the installing
of a swift nesting box in the tower. Swifts are amazing birds who only
land at nesting time. If you are lucky, you can hear them on their
“screaming” flights, high in the sky but that is now increasingly rare.
We are working with the local Tayside Swift group to learn more about
what is involved in trying to attract swifts to nest in our tower. Did
you know that swifts can each eat thousands of midges every day?
Just one excellent reason for helping them survive.

To learn more, look up  www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk for information
on both initiatives. Please let me know if you are interested in 
becoming involved in these projects.

Shiona Baird, Eco-Congregation Co-ordinator
shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk

Eco activities in and 
around the Church
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www.dronleywood.org

Our volunteer workers did an amazing job preparing larch for the
new fence at the car park and getting the fence completed before
Christmas. Just recently a new 2 way gate was erected at the start
of the all-abilities path. A further section of fencing will be brought
up to the gate to complete the larch fencing; in the meantime a
temporary fence has been erected on either side of the gate.

Ringlink Services, who provide chainsaw training and accreditation,
have run 3 courses in the wood this winter felling many of the trees
we wanted to be rid of – dead, windblown poor specimen etc. We
are grateful to them for this free service and invite them to return
later in the year.

Dirk has worked hard to identify and mark trees for thinning on 
the east side of the south wood (compartment 3) and has set up 
a contract for the work – probably in Aug/Sep this year. The racks
leading into this area have now to be cleared for machines to gain
access. For this an experienced forester, Andrew Milne, is being
employed and has started cutting up and clearing fallen trees. 
Andrew will also work to remove these in the next few weeks.

Working with Scottish Forestry, Dirk is in contact with Rural Skills
Scotland who employ and provide training for people who want to
gain skills in woodland management. RSS already manage most of
the woodland owned by the Fife councils and may take on this role
for Angus Council. For us it could mean having a pool of skilled
people (or apprentices) who could help in the wood.

<<article is continuted on the next page>>
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Dronley Wood (continuted)

Planning for an Event Day(s) is underway for later in the year. 
Dirk hopes to get help from a number of “experts” who will give
demonstrations of their skills or knowledge on woodland matters.
This should be something to really look forward to – hopefully in 
a warm dry time in summer.

The Path project has 2 further features to be added before it 
is completed. In the car park a large information board will be
erected to give visitors all sorts of facts about the wood – it will
have a pitch roof so that people can get out of the rain to read 
notices. At the far end of the path a shelter will be erected to give
people refuge in a downpour, and provide a meeting place for 
volunteers when working at that end of the wood. We will place 
a picnic table under it.

There is much work to be carried out including preparing ground
for planting with broadleaved trees. Anyone wishing to help will be
welcomed with open arms and should contact Dirk on: 07388
807492 or at: ccfsporleder@gmail.com.

Garry Stewart 
Email: Drummuir@btinternet.com
Tel: 01382 320339

Photo: Leigh Cressweller Eros



The final 2 draws of the 200 club for 2020 were done in November and
December. The winners are below:

November – Drawn by Jenny Baird on behalf of the Sports 
Committee
- £10 winners; Elizabeth Millar, Dorothy Morris, 

Willie Rowbottom, Eileen MacLeod
- £5 winners; Chris Turns & Katie Murray

December – Drawn by Emma Christie at Auchterhouse Country
Sports
- £60 main prize – Claire McWilliams
- £40 second prize – Sharon MCinally
- £20 prizes; Roslyn McKay, Angelia Yorke, Ian Wilson, 

Clare Wood, Dorothy Johnston
- £10 prizes; Helen Franke, Charlotte Murray, Michael Murray,

Frank Yorke, Gemma Smith, John Forster, Laurie & Lynn Roger,
Eileen MacLeod, Nigel Cooper, Ronnie Hamilton

Well done to everyone who won a prize this year and a huge thank you
goes to everyone who has continued to support the hall committee by
purchasing a ticket this year. As there have been quite a few enquiries
about additional numbers I intend to increase the numbers to 225 this
year, possibly 250 if there is enough interest. The existing ticket holders
for all numbers to 200 will continue to hold their numbers but if you
would like to have a number between 201 and 230, please email me at
kelliesmith47@aol.com and I will put your name on the list. As half of
the monies from the proceeds must go to the hall committee and the
other half in prizes, I will add an additional £10 prize to each of the
draws, plus 5 x £5 prizes to the December draw. Tickets for the 2021
draws will be handed out in June and monies must all be in by 18th July. 
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School Lane Garden
As you can appreciate, the weather has not allowed us
to get much work done. Last Saturday was the first day
that we, the 3 oldies, have been in the garden doing
some tidying. There are carrots and leeks still to harvest
but the pigeons have enjoyed the kale and purple
sprouting broccoli. Well I suppose they were more 
in need than us!

I extend my usual plea for help as we will have to 
reduce the work. We don’t know when the children will
be allowed out to help in the garden so we will plant
fewer vegetables this year. 

An idea which has occurred to us is to offer a plot to
anyone who wants to grow their own – a tiny type of 
allotment. It’s excellent ground with hardly a stone in 
it, south facing and quite sheltered.       

If you are interested in this please let me know.  
Email: shionabaird@hotmail.co.uk








