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INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 19th October 2020 via Zoom. 

 
 
Present: Gus Leighton (Chairperson), Claire Wilson (Minute Secretary), Patrick Ford (Planning Liaison), 
Emily MacSporran (Treasurer), Judith Gallacher, Dick Robertson, Ann Johnston and Alan Budge and 2 
members of the public 
 
In attendance:  Cllr Nicol and Cllr Myles.  
 
Apologies:   Ken Goddard and Cllr Braes. 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved (proposed by Patrick and seconded by Ann) and will 
now be posted on the website and sent to Angus Council and the NHW co-ordinator.                                             
Action: Claire  
 
Planning and CNP Report 
Copies of the Report (See Attachment 1) had been circulated to the ICC members prior to the 
meeting and were also e-mailed to the member of the public and Councillors with the log in for the 
Zoom meeting.  Certain points were highlighted and discussed.   
 
New applications 
There was 1 new application submitted for the ICC area since the Report for 21st September 2020.  It 
was agreed the application for Condensate Works at Stracathro Hospital – Installation of a Ground 
Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Array and Ancillary works required no comment by the ICC. 
 
Proposed Duriehill Development 
The ICC has submitted an objection to the proposed development.  There was no update at the time 
of the meeting.  
 
Inglis Court 
At the time of the meeting there was no planning application submitted.  It had previously been 
agreed by the ICC members to consult the ICC area residents in the same way as for the proposed 
Duriehill development when a planning application was submitted.  However, it has come to light 
that a private developer, Mark Guild, has submitted an offer to Angus Council to buy the current 
building and retain it as sheltered housing with a resident warden.   
It was agreed by the ICC members that Patrick would contact the Housing Service Leader at Angus 
Council to ask that the current policies on sheltered housing and affordable housing, and an 
explanation of how the proposed development will fit into these, be included in the supporting 
papers for the application.  Cllr Myles provided Patrick with the contact details.                                                                                                             
Action:  Patrick 
 
 
Marine Scotland (www.seagreenwindenergy.com) 
Proposed offshore windfarm east of Montrose – on-shore cabling work (Carnoustie to Tealing) is set 
to begin. 
 
 
Community Council Code of Conduct 
This item was on the Agenda at Patrick’s request. He had discussed it with Gus in advance and was 
grateful to him for the opportunity to raise ongoing concerns about the role and operation of the 
ICC. This followed on from discussion at the August meeting of how to address unresolved issues, 
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i.e., issues drawn to the attention of Angus Council repeatedly but still unresolved. There was 
understandable frustration at the limits of our powers and the constraints of the Code of Conduct, 
but we had accepted them and resolved to do what we could within our powers on any given issue, 
to make that known to the public and then move on. Patrick was concerned that Gus was finding it 
difficult to operate within these limits.  
 
It was Patrick’s view that between meetings all ICC members, including the Chair, should only act 
within authority given by the ICC membership as a whole, at a meeting or as agreed by email. In his 
view, the Chair of a community council does not have a general authority to act at discretion. 
Patrick’s immediate concerns arose from an email from Gus to one of the ward councillors which he 
felt exceeded proper limits on several counts. The email was copied to ICC members but its content 
had not been cleared in advance. It raised with the councillor the housing concerns of an individual 
in Brechin, which were a matter outside the competence of the ICC. It dealt with the question of 
Mark Guild’s offer for Inglis Court in terms highly critical of Angus Council’s decision to demolish the 
existing building and replace it with affordable housing, without seeking an explanation of the 
decision, this despite earlier advice from Patrick, given in response to an email from Gus to all ICC 
members about the Mark Guild offer, pointing out the ICC’s obligation to consider the options for 
Inglis Court objectively and on the basis of full information, so as to carry out the ICC’s basic role of 
establishing and reflecting the views of the local community in a balanced way. Lastly, the tone of 
the email was (in Patrick’s view) abrupt almost to the point of discourtesy, this reflecting what 
Patrick saw as a generally pugnacious style in Gus’s dealings with Angus Council representatives, in 
preference to a cooperative approach, which Patrick feared was likely to be counterproductive in the 
long run. Patrick was not saying that Angus Council should not be criticised, but that criticism should 
be made within the relevant constraints. He was not asking Gus to resign as Chair but to operate 
within the appropriate limits. He noted that there would be an opportunity for the ICC to review the 
role of Chair at the delayed AGM, along with the other office-bearer roles. He felt strongly on these 
issues and accepted that if his concerns were not shared within the ICC it might be appropriate for 
him to resign.  
 
Gus responded that he had been asked to intervene in the Brechin housing matter because of his 
contacts with Ward Councillors and felt he could get involved because the issues arising were 
remarkably similar to issues which had occurred in Edzell. He had been in contact with the Brechin 
Community Council Chairperson, who was not upset or concerned that Gus had got involved and he 
did not see an issue with the way he had dealt with the situation. Brechin Community Council are 
not functioning at present. Gus also assured Patrick that the recipient of the ‘abrupt’ email had not 
voiced any concerns. Overall, he saw it as his role to hold Angus Council to account in a forthright 
way as issues came up and made no apology for his direct style.  
 
Cllr Bob Myles intervened to say that while he had not seen the email concerned and accepted that 
there was much wisdom in Patrick’s words it was no bad thing that Angus Council should be robustly 
challenged from time to time. 
 
Ann commented that she had seen the email that Gus had sent and had not viewed it as ‘abrupt’. 
For her, the ICC members were an eclectic group of people with different views and life experiences 
and that is what made them such a good group. She hoped that neither Gus nor Patrick would 
resign. Otherwise, little support was expressed for Patrick’s position. Patrick doubted whether Gus’s 
view of his role was supported by the statutory arrangements for community councils and would 
consider his position further. 
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Treasurers Report 
Opening bank balance                                                                                                  £829.38     
Payment to Secretary                                                               - £50.00 
 
Closing bank balance                                               £779.38 
 
(£359.60 is DNA Money) 
 
 
 
Police Report 
No report from Police Scotland. 
 
 
Recurring items 
 
Tarfside Campsite 
No issues.   
 
Glenesk Road  
Road still not repaired despite 2 e-mails to Aberdeenshire Council to report it. 
 
River Path 
Path is on private land so no need for the path to be signed off by Angus Council however it was 
agreed by the Council that the repairs were done to a reasonable standard.  This item is now to be 
removed from the Agenda.  Judith asked if DBL had been released from the monies they were due to 
pay for open spaces and education which was agreed when their planning application for the East 
Mains development was agreed. This was not able to be answered at the meeting however after the 
meeting it was noted that the request to discharge the amount for education (£39,000) was refused 
and the request to discharge the amount for open space provision (£6,500) is awaiting a decision. 
 
Speeding within Edzell 
Pop Up Policemen have arrived and are with the EVIS. 
A caution red squirrel sign now in situ in Dunlappie Road.   
Judith voiced concerns regarding the flooding at the end of Bonhard road and Dunlappie Road.  It 
was unsure if Bonhard road is a right of way.  Judith will contact Scotways for advice.   
                                                                                                                                            Action: Judith 
Alan asked if the Council can liase with the Police to request they attend areas to monitor the 
speeding.  Cllr Myles confirmed that the Council will continue to erect the vehicle activated signs in a 
rolling programme. 
 
Speeding in Inchbare 
Buffering signs now in situ.   
Gus had contacted the Roads Dept regarding the works at Keithock.  This was to prevent ponding in 
the area. 
 
Flooding at Little Brechin 
There had been 1 house flooded recently due to the high rainfall.  Dick stated that the ditch drainage 
was an issue as people dumped hedge cuttings and people had diverted drainage from their 
properties into the ditch which caused the ditch to overflow. 
The junction works are almost completed and only need the road markings completed.   
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Margie Bridge 
Cllr Myles unable to obtain cost to remove the bumps on the bridge.  Item to be moved to 
unresolved issues at the end of the minutes.  
 
Balhall Crescent 
Cllr Myles unable to seek a resolution.  Item to be moved to the unresolved issues. 
 
Ward Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Myles informed the ICC that the amount of elective surgery carried out at Stracathro Hospital 
has increased.  A Social Prescriber is now available in the Edzell Area.  A Social Prescriber is someone 
who can help with social issues or concerns which can affect an individual’s health.  People can be 
referred by a health professional or self-refer.  Sam Wills is the social prescriber for the 
Brechin/Edzell area and can be contacted through Voluntary Action Angus on 01307 466113. 
Cllr Nicol stated that as the Development Management Review Committee were not allowed to 
perform site visits there was a backlog of planning appeals. 
 
Correspondence 
A letter had been received from a resident who had contacted BT regarding a BT line which is strung 
across the river at Edzell.  The line is not high and recently when the river was in spate following high 
rainfall the line was in danger of being washed away.  No further update from the resident at the 
time of the meeting. 
Claire has offered to help the other Community Councils assistance if they wish to hold their 
meetings by Zoom.  Jill Scott (Brechin CC) will try to attend the next ICC meeting and would be 
grateful of the assistance if they cannot hold a face to face meeting in the new year. 
 
Brechin Healthcare Group 
Dick gave an update on behalf of the BHG.   
The Jenner Centre has been buzzing with activity in the last 2/3 weeks with increasing demand for 
their services. Some of the most recent organisations using/visiting the facilities are: 
Brechin High School Charities Committee 
Autism Spectrum Disorder  
Insight Counselling (to start weekly from 27th October) 
Youth & Family Mediation 
Laura Dewar, Locality Worker, VAA  
 
They have also enlisted the support of two more volunteers to help with “manning” the desk. They 
are still looking for more volunteers to do 2-3 hour sessions. 
 
Their meeting with NHS Tayside was not as positive as they had hoped. They have been given a list 
of additional information required, but they are not sure if they are being obstructive or overly 
cautious. It has however prolonged the time to finalise the CAT application for the site. 
Their AGM is a Zoom meeting on the 28th October. 

 
 
AOCB 
ICC Member 
The person who was approached to join the ICC is planning to move from the area next year so no 
longer wishes to join.  It was suggested that an EVIS member would be appropriate to have on the 
Committee.  Cllr Myles will speak to the EVIS to see if there would be any volunteers.                                     
                                                                                                                                                    Action: Cllr Myles 



5 
 

Unresolved Issues 
Claire had compiled an example for minuting of the unresolved issues.  It was agreed at the meeting 
that this should be put at the end of the minutes. 
 
Bi-annual meeting between Angus Council and Community Council 
It was agreed that someone should attend the meeting on 12th November however there was no 
confirmation of the attendee at the meeting. 
 
AGM 
The ICC has been unable to hold their AGM (usually held in May) due to Covid 19.  Claire will contact 
Angus Council to see if it would be acceptable for the AGM to be held via Zoom with the public 
attending if they wished.  The AGM would be planned for January if Angus Council agree. 
                                                                                                                                                    Action: Claire                                                                                                                 
 
Remembrance Wreaths 
It is unknown if there will be a Remembrance event this year.  Emily will order 2 wreaths and Claire 
has agreed to lay the wreath at Edzell either at an event or if no event then an appropriate time.  
Ken will be asked to lay the Glenesk one.  Menmuir organise their own wreath laying.       
                                                                                          Action: Emily/Claire/Ken 
 

Next Meeting:  Monday 16th November 2020 1930hrs via Zoom 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Attachment 1 

INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Planning and CNP Report for Monday 19 October 2020 
 
Angus Council: Planning applications for ICC area notified since last report 

• 20/00512/FULL – Condensate Works, Stracathro Hospital, Stracathro, Brechin – 
Installation of a Ground Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Array (0.25MW) and 
Ancillary Works including Floodlights, Fencing and Equipment Housing – ??? no 
reason to comment ??? – awaiting decision 

 
Angus Council: Progress/outcome of selected application(s) previously reported 

• 20/00422/FULM – Field North Of Duriehill Farm Cottage Edzell – Proposed 
Residential Development of 57 Dwellinghouses including Formation of Vehicular 
Access, Access Roads, Open Space, Landscaping, SUDS and Associated 
Infrastructure – objection submitted by ICC (as previously circulated) – awaiting 
decision 
 

Angus Council: Anticipated application 
• Inglis Court, Edzell – Application by Angus Council anticipated for demolition of 

existing building and replacement with 19 affordable housing units 
o ICC previously agreed to await application, then consult ICC area residents 

on response in same way as for Duriehill development 
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o Any change of strategy required in light of recent offer for Inglis Court by 
private developer? 

 
Airwave Solutions Ltd – Airwave site TAY060 Consultation  

• Pre-application consultation re proposed upgrade of Base Station at Greenburn 
Farm, Millden, Angus DD9 7YW – part of development of new Emergency 
Services Network – existing 12.5m communications tower to be replaced with 
new 20m tower – tower to available to other operators to allow for Shared Rural 
Network – no reason to comment at this stage – planning application awaited 

 
Marine Scotland/Angus Council: Seagreen Offshore Windfarm 

• See www.seagreenwindenergy.com for updates 
 
Aberdeenshire – Applications with potential impact on ICC area 

• Glendye Windfarm proposal: see 
www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx 

 
Cairngorms National Park 

• No new CNP planning application call-ins for ICC area notified 
• No meetings of AoCC notified for the time being  

 
Scottish Government 

• Proposed Changes to Pre-Application Consultation Requirements in Planning: 
consultation paper – responses by 06.11.20 – PJF to respond if appropriate 

                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.seagreenwindenergy.com/
http://www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx
https://consult.gov.scot/planning-architecture/pre-application-consultation-requirements/
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Issues unable to be resolved fully by ICC - 2020  

Issue Action Taken Date Removed from Agenda 

Buskhead Bridge, Glenesk: 
Damaged in floods of 2012 so 
unsafe to use without substantial 
repairs 

ICC explored various options. A 
military group were willing to 
complete the repairs however the 
problem is who will have continued 
responsibility for the bridge.  ICC 
cannot own property and neither 
Estates nor Scottish Water (who 
have a pipe running under the 
bridge) wish to own the bridge.  
Glenesk Trust also reluctant to 
become involved. With ICC 
encouragement, local Residents 
group set up to take forward the 
ownership/public indemnity of the 
Bridge. 

July 2020 

Lochlee Cemetery: Angus Council 
(AC) workmen driving heavy 
equipment over occupied graves 

ICC raised issue with AC.  AC will 
make further access to prevent this 
happening again 

August 2020 - new access still to 
be formed 

Edzell Straight Pathway: Path 
very muddy and pedestrians 
walking on busy road 

 ICC invited Geddes to donate 
hardcore but due to the issues with 
Covid 19 they were unable to help.  
Pathway improved by itself due to 
wood no longer being extracted 
with heavy equipment.  

August 2020 

Poor road surface condition in 
The Drive, Edzell 

ICC raised issue with AC. AC 
explained that due to financial 
constraints they have to prioritise 
road repairs.  As The Drive is not a 
through road it is not a priority. 

August 2020 

HGV’s travelling through Edzell HGV’s not using Northwater Bridge 
junction as unsuitable for HGV’s 
despite being upgraded. 
Mearns CC were contacted as 
junction is in their area.  However 
due to Covid there has been no 
response from them.   

September 2020 

Margie Bridge, Lethnot 
 

Bridge has got several uneven areas 
on it which has caused accidents to 
at least 2 cyclists.  The Council have 
assessed the bridge and state the 
road condition is acceptable.   

October 2020 

Balhall Crescent parking ICC had asked Angus Council via Cllr 
Myles to insert lowered pavements 
as there are more resident parking 
needed.  Due to financial 

October 2020 
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constraints the Council is unable to 
assist. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     


