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INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 21st September 2020 via Zoom. 

 
 
Present: Gus Leighton (Chairperson), Claire Wilson (Minute Secretary), Patrick Ford (Planning Liaison), 
Emily MacSporran (Treasurer), Judith Gallacher, Ken Goddard, Dick Robertson, Ann Johnston and Alan 
Budge and 1 member of the public 
 
In attendance:  Cllr Braes.  
 
Apologies:   Sgt Renilson and Cllr Nicol. 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved (proposed by Gus and seconded by Ken) and will now 
be posted on the website and sent to Angus Council and the NHW co-ordinator.                                             
Action: Claire  
 
Planning and CNP Report 
Copies of the Report (See Attachment 1) had been circulated to the ICC members prior to the 
meeting and were also e-mailed to the member of the public and Councillors with the log in for the 
Zoom meeting.  Certain points were highlighted and discussed.   
 
New applications 
There were 2 new applications submitted for the ICC area since the Report for 17th August 2020.  The 
ICC has already submitted neutral comments regarding the planning application at Witton 
Farmhouse and it was agreed that no further comment was required.  It was agreed the other 
application did not require comment by the ICC. 
 
Proposed Duriehill Development 
The ICC has submitted an objection to the proposed development.  There was no update  at the time 
of the meeting.  
 
Inglis Court 
At the time of the meeting there was no planning application submitted. 
 
Upgrade of Base Station at Greenburn Farm, Glenesk  
Part of the development of new Emergency Services Network – existing 12.5m communications 
tower to be replaced with a new 20m tower – no comment required by ICC.  Awaiting planning 
application.  Judith asked if the tower could be used by other telecom companies to improve rural 
communication in the area?  It is understood that it is EE (part of BT) who are developing the tower 
and the ESN generally, but that other companies should be able to pay to site a dish there also. 
 
Progress/Outcome of selected applications for the ICC area 
Three Agricultural pathways/tracks in Lethnot – All of the applications have now been withdrawn.  
 
Marine Scotland (www.seagreenwindenergy.com) 
Proposed offshore windfarm east of Montrose – on-shore cabling work (Carnoustie to Tealing) is set 
to begin September 2020. 
 
Aberdeenshire 
Glendye Windfarm proposal (www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx) – submission to 
ECU by applicant of additional technical info (related to ornithology and peatland resource). 

file:///C:/Users/Patrick/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/53IT5VIL/www.seagreenwindenergy.com
file:///C:/Users/Patrick/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/53IT5VIL/www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx
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Additional material not relevant to ICC’s objection which still stands.  No response to additional 
material required from ICC. 
 
 
Treasurers Report 
Opening bank balance                                                                                                  £904.38 
Lethnot Hall Hire                                                                     - £25.00      
Payment to Secretary                                                               - £50.00 
 
Closing bank balance                                               £829.38 
 
(£359.60 is DNA Money) 
 
 
 
Police Report 
Sgt Renilson sent an e-mail update with items pertinent to the ICC area.   
Since the last report, the Police have attended a number of incidents and dealt with complaints mainly 
related to speeding. 
Glenesk/Gannochy – Patrols have continued in these areas regarding the increase numbers of the 
public in conjunction with COVID-19 guidance.  There has been a reduction in the number of 
complaints/problems, but this is probably due to the reduction in the number of visitors to these 
areas. 
Crimes of Dishonesty – There has been an increase in thefts within the rural communities during the 
last few weeks.  GPS systems have been stolen from Farms in the Fern/Balwyllo area as well as Agricar 
in Forfar.  These items are of high value and enquiries are ongoing to trace those responsible.  Within 
Edzell itself tools have been stolen from a container at DBL Scotland LTD so once again everyone 
should double check their security, especially with the darker nights.  
Hare Coursing – There have been reports of hare coursing in the Shandford/Menmuir area. Although 
no persons were caught in the act all the information is collated and logged by the police and added 
to an ongoing enquiry recording all the incidents similar in nature which allows for individuals to be 
reported to the Procurator Fiscal on the number of incidents involving the same people and vehicles. 
Speeding – There have been a few complaints relating to vehicles speeding in Edzell.  This is a problem 
that requires a joint partnership approach which has proved successful in the past.  At the moment 
there are several measures both in place and under discussion. 
The main change has been the introduction of the 20mph speed limit by the Council which will 
hopefully make sure that drivers are adjusting their speed accordingly. EVIS have liaised with Sgt 
Renilson regarding the pending purchase of 2 Pop Up figures which will act as another form of 
deterrent for speeding drivers.  These can be positioned under the control of EVIS with police 
assistance if required.  
Patrols and days of action will continue by both the local and roads policing unit.  Any particular 
problems or details of any  repeat offenders can be emailed to 
TaysideBrechinEdzellCPT@scotland.pn.police.uk. 
Thanks – Sgt Renilson would like to take the opportunity to thank the community in Tarfside who 
recently helped the Emergency Services following an incident in the Tarfside campsite when a female 
became ill.  Sadly, the person passed away but the help provided that night was greatly appreciated. 
Any further issues can be forwarded to the Community Policing Team via 
TaysideBrechinEdzellCPT@scotland.pn.police.uk. 
  
 
 

mailto:TaysideBrechinEdzellCPT@scotland.pn.police.uk
file:///C:/Users/Patrick/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/53IT5VIL/TaysideBrechinEdzellCPT@scotland.pn.police.uk
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Recurring items 
 
Tarfside Campsite 
A medical emergency occurred at the campsite.  The ambulance took a long time to attend (due to 
the distance and difficult roads) but also meant that extracting the patient was difficult as the 
ambulance could not get into the campsite due to the difficult terrain.  It was suggested that an air 
ambulance would have been a better option.  Gus will submit a letter (with agreement of the 
members of ICC) to the Ambulance Service requesting an air ambulance would be more suited to the 
Glens due to the road and terrain required to be negotiated.                                                                                                                                      
Action : Gus  
Ken suggested that improved signage in the Campsite should be addressed by Dalhousie Estates 
covering several areas 

• Social Distancing 

• Rubbish Bin – where located and campers should take home rubbish if bins full 

• Site of Defibrillator 
 
Glenesk Road  
Road still not repaired although Ken stated there was a sign further down the road regarding 
roadworks starting soon.  
 
River Path 
Judith reported the path has now been repaired by DLB Scotland Ltd (in lieu of some community 
payback agreed to when planning was agreed for their development) although she is unsure how 
well the repair has been completed as the undercutting of the bank remains.  Alan Budge confirmed 
that there was a metal beam inserted in the repair.  Gus will seek clarification from the Council 
regarding whether the repair has been or needs to be signed off by the Council engineers.  
                                                                                                                                                  Action: Gus 
Gassy Brae 
The wall has been repaired at the side of the road heading down the Gassy Brae.  This repair was 
paid for by EVIS.  Some trees have had to be removed to aid the repair and Judith states that this is 
an improvement as it lets more light into the area which will make the road less slippery. 
 
Speeding within Edzell 
Pop Up Policemen are on order via EVIS. 
Judith commented on the number of red squirrels which have been killed on Dunlappie Road.  Judith 
will find out the cost of a sign informing drivers that there are red squirrels in the area and ICC will 
get it erected on a post.                                                                                                         Action: Judith 
It was then revealed that the 20mph speed restrictions are not enforceable until 28th September.  
Gus will circulate this information via the NHW network.  It was commented that although there was 
a 40mph buffering zone on Dunlappie Road cars are still speeding on a road which has an increased 
number of cyclists/walkers using it. 
 
HGVs travelling through Edzell 
Judith has written to Mearns Community Council but is still awaiting a reply. However, it is thought 
that little can be done as the junction has been upgraded but the lorries still do not like using it. 
 
Speeding in Inchbare 
No signage in place yet. Gus will contact the Roads Dept to chase.  A resident has e-mailed regarding 
continued speeding through the village.  Gus has suggested that they liase with EVIS to see if 
Inchbare can be put on the rota of the Pop Up Policeman.  Ken suggested that the building of the 
new houses should help slow traffic.                                                                                           Action: Gus 
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Judith questioned work on the drainage of the road at Keithock.  Gus had requested information 
from the Roads Department but had so far received no reply.  He will chase again.    Action: Gus 
The Stracathro – Inchbare road is to close for 2 days.   
 
Flooding at Little Brechin 
New drain installed.  The phone box corner works should be completed on Thursday (22nd) once BT 
repair their line.  
 
Margie Bridge 
Cllr Myles to obtain cost to remove the bumps on the bridge.  No update from Cllr Myles. 
 
Balhall Crescent  
No update from Cllr Myles.  
 
Ward Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Braes thinks the Pop Up Policeman is a great idea.  Although the 20mph zones will not stop 
speeders (these people will always speed) it should help to cut the average speed through the 
village.  He thought it was heartening to see the village being proactive in helping reduce the speed.    
Following on from a discussion regarding the AccessLine last month, Cllr Braes stated that staff are 
continuing to work from home but it is hoped that once restrictions are relaxed and staff who have 
been redeployed to different services to deal with COVID-19 return. then the AccessLine will open 
up gradually to former level of service. 
 
Correspondence 
No further correspondence other than what has already been commented on during recurring items.  
 
Brechin Healthcare Group 
Dick gave an update on behalf of the BHG.   

The Jenner Centre is in increasing demand with 15-20 organisations showing interest or 
booking space to see clients.  These include AIDARS (Angus Integrated Drug and Alcohol 
Recovery Service) who have booked accommodation every Thursday.  Audiology and 
Hearing Care – the Centre will be holding stocks of batteries and a technician will use the 
facilities for hearing aid repairs.  The NHS Listening Service continues to increase their 
usage.  Many others have said they will use the facility once all their staff start holding face 
to face appointments. 
The BHG have a meeting with NHS Tayside on Wednesday 23rd September to discuss their 
CAT application and the Infirmary site.  This is an important meeting on how the BHG will go 
forward for Brechin, Edzell and the Glens. 
 
AOCB 
ICC Member 
Gus has approached a person who has a primary school aged child.  They will check with their other 
commitments to see if they have any concerns with them being on the ICC and will get back to Gus.  
 
Unresolved Issues 
There have been a few issues which the ICC have been unable to resolve due to various reasons.  
Claire suggested that a page at the end of the minutes could show what actions have been taken and 
when the item was removed from the Agenda.  This will aid ICC members or a member of the public 
to locate issues they may be interested in easier.  Claire will e-mail an example of her suggestion to 
the committee for comment.                                                                                               Action: Claire 
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Next Meeting:  Monday 19th October 2020 1930hrs via Zoom 
 
 

Attachment 1 
INVERESK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Planning and CNP Report for Monday 21 September 2020 
 
Angus Council: Planning applications for ICC area notified since last report 

• 20/00582/FULL – Bank of Scotland, High Street, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7TF – Change of 
Use from Former Bank/Office Building to a Flat and Installation of Patio Doors – no 
reason to comment – awaiting decision 

• 20/00534/FULL – Witton Farmhouse, Lethnot, Edzell, Brechin, DD9 7UF – Remove 
garage, extend dwelling to rear and raise wall head to part of dwelling – neutral 
comments by ICC suggesting condition that external finishes for extension match existing – 
awaiting decision 

 
Angus Council: Progress/outcome of selected applications previously reported 

• 20/00506/FULL – The Hayloft, Keithock, Brechin, DD9 7PZ - Proposed Single Storey 
Extension – no reason to comment – approved 

• 20/00369/LBC – Manse, Careston, Brechin DD9 6SA – External Alterations to Re-Glaze 
all the Existing Windows and Internal Alterations to First Floor to Convert a Bathroom 
into a Bedroom – no reason to comment – approved 

• 20/00422/FULM – Field North Of Duriehill Farm Cottage Edzell – Proposed Residential 
Development of 57 Dwellinghouses including Formation of Vehicular Access, Access 
Roads, Open Space, Landscaping, SUDS and Associated Infrastructure – objection 
submitted by ICC (as previously circulated) – awaiting decision 

• 20/00241/PRIORN – Agricultural Track, Lethnot, Edzell [Black Hill & West Knock] – 
Prior Notification for Farm-related Building Works (Non-residential) – Improvements to 

an Existing Access Track and Formation of a New Access Track – neutral comments 
submitted by ICC, then objection with supplementary comments following site visit – 
application withdrawn 

 
Airwave Solutions Ltd – Airwave site TAY060 Consultation  

• Pre-application consultation re proposed upgrade of Base Station at Greenburn Farm, 
Millden, Angus DD9 7YW – part of development of new Emergency Services Network – 
existing 12.5m communications tower to be replaced with new 20m tower – tower to 
available to other operators to allow for Shared Rural Network – ??? no reason to 
comment at this stage ??? – planning application awaited 

 
Marine Scotland/Angus Council: Seagreen Offshore Windfarm 

• See www.seagreenwindenergy.com for updates 
 
Aberdeenshire – Applications with potential impact on ICC area 

• Glendye Windfarm proposal: see www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx – 
Submission to ECU by applicant of additional technical info (relating to ornithology and 
peatland resource) – additional material not relevant to ICC’s objection, which still stands 
– no response by ICC required 

 
Cairngorms National Park 

• No new CNP planning application call-ins for ICC area notified 
• Further consultation on non-statutory guidance on Sustainable Economic Growth, etc: 

https://cairngorms.co.uk/consultation/economicgrowthresourcesopenspace/ – 
proposed guidance of limited relevance to ICC area – no reason to comment 

http://www.seagreenwindenergy.com/
http://www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx
https://cairngorms.co.uk/consultation/economicgrowthresourcesopenspace/
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• Examination on behalf of Scottish Ministers of CNP Proposed Local Development Plan 
2020 now complete: see 
http://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?id=120658 

• No meetings of AoCC notified for the time being  
 
Scottish Government 

• Proposed Changes to Pre-Application Consultation Requirements in Planning: 
consultation paper – responses by 06.11.20 – PJF to respond if appropriate 

                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/CaseDetails.aspx?id=120658
https://consult.gov.scot/planning-architecture/pre-application-consultation-requirements/
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Issues unable to be resolved fully by ICC - 2020  

Issue Action Taken Date Removed from Agenda 

Buskhead Bridge, Glenesk: 
Damaged in floods of 2012 so 
unsafe to use without substantial 
repairs 

ICC explored various options. A 
military group were willing to 
complete the repairs however the 
problem is who will have continued 
responsibility for the bridge.  ICC 
cannot own property and neither 
Estates nor Scottish Water (who 
have a pipe running under the 
bridge) wish to own the bridge.  
Glenesk Trust also reluctant to 
become involved. With ICC 
encouragement, local Residents 
group set up to take forward the 
ownership/public indemnity of the 
Bridge. 

July 2020 

Lochlee Cemetery: Angus Council 
(AC) workmen driving heavy 
equipment over occupied graves 

ICC raised issue with AC.  AC will 
make further access to prevent this 
happening again 

August 2020 - new access still to 
be formed 

Edzell Straight Pathway: Path 
very muddy and pedestrians 
walking on busy road 

 ICC invited Geddes to donate 
hardcore but due to the issues with 
Covid 19 they were unable to help.  
Pathway improved by itself due to 
wood no longer being extracted 
with heavy equipment.  

August 2020 

Poor road surface condition in 
The Drive, Edzell 

ICC raised issue with AC. AC 
explained that due to financial 
constraints they have to prioritise 
road repairs.  As The Drive is not a 
through road it is not a priority. 

August 2020 

HGV’s travelling through Edzell HGV’s not using Northwater Bridge 
junction as unsuitable for HGV’s 
despite being upgraded. 
Mearns CC were contacted as 
junction is in their area.  However 
due to Covid there has been no 
response from them.   

September 2020 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     


